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“Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the guilt of the father?’
Because the son has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all
My statutes and observed them, he shall surely live. The soul who
sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the
father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be
upon himself. But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which
he has committed, keeps all My statutes, and does what is
lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. None of the
transgressions which he has committed shall be remembered
against him; because of the righteousness which he has done, he
shall live. ‘Do | have any pleasure at all that the wicked should
die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he should turn from his
ways and live?’ But when a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according to all the
abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered,
because of the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which
he has committed, because of them he shall die.




Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.” Hear now, O house

of Israel, is it not My way which is fair, and your ways which are
not fair? When a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness, commits iniquity, and dies in it, it is because of the
iniquity which he has done that he dies. Again, when a wicked
man turns away from the wickedness which he committed, and
does what is lawful and right, he preserves himself alive.
Because he considers and turns away from all the transgressions
which he committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. Yet the

house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not fair.” O house of

Israel, is it not My ways which are fair, and your ways which are
not fair? ‘Therefore | will judge you, O house of Israel, every one
according to his ways,’ says the Lord God. ‘Repent, and turn from
all your transgressions, so that iniquity will not be your ruin. Cast
away from you all the transgressions which you have committed,
and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit. For why should
you die, O house of Israel? For | have no pleasure in the death
of one who dies,’ says the Lord God. ‘Therefore turn and
live’ (Ezekiel 18: 19-32)
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Some people misunderstood above verses claiming
that God does not let men die except in their best
spiritual conditions?

In another word, we will NOT die before we repent and
return to God?

Hold on! This question because pauses a serious
view that you hear everywhere: Go ahead, enjoy
your life in anyway you like because God will not
end your life here on earth unless you are ready to
be with Him in heaven!!!

Wait a minute... doesn’t this cause people to live

irresponsibly, in sin, in lust, in breaking of God’s

commandments and laws, in breaking of‘societ
rules and regulations, etc.?

Before | get into answering the question, let me start
by just a little reminder...

You know the story of the two thieves crucified with
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Their crimes caused them to be arrested and
sentenced to death...right!!'! Why God didn’t let them
die in better spiritual time? Now, you will say the right
thief repented. Yes, he did, but how about the thief on

the left where did he go after death? Is he with God
now? Why God didn’t allow him to repent like the right
thief?

Let’s answer these many questions to learn that God
gave you a free will and it is your decision to-prolong
or shorten your life and how will you die and where
will you go after death!!!
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The Bible teaches us:

“Man who is born of woman is of few
days and full of trouble... Since his
days are determined, the number of his
months is with You; You have appointed
his limits, so that he cannot pass”
(Job 14: 1, 5)
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Let’s understand the meaning of these verses:

God knows everything, He has foreknowledge of
everything, but He does not impose on you how to live
and how to end your life.

For example, if you hurt yourself, does it mean that
God told you to hurt yourself? Does that make sense?

You go to steal a bank, does it mean that God told you
to break one of His commandments and to break the
land’s laws?

What happens if you get shot by the police and die,
would you tell God why did you let me die? Why didn’t
you wait until I return and repent and take me up to
heaven in a good state; as everybody claims?
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Therefore, you can prolong or shorten your life by your

own free will. For example, if you can help the poor and

the needy and bestow your goodness on them. They, in

turn, can pray asking God to prolong your life, and God
would listen as He said:

“For He has not despised nor abhorred the
affliction of the afflicted; nor has He hidden His
face from Him; but when He cried to Him, He
heard” (Psalm 22: 24)
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The Bible also taught us that He listens
to the poor; as He said:

“This poor man cried out, and the Lord
heard him, and saved him out of all his
troubles”

(Psalm 34:6)
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The end result is known to God because He
knows what you do or not do.
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However, the Bible teaches us that we can
prolong or shorten our lives with our own free
will. We do not believe what others teach that “it
IS written, it is your fate, it is your destiny, etc.”
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Remember, what the Bible says:
“God... who gives life to the dead and
calls those things which do not exist as
though they did” (Romans 4:17)
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So, God takes into consideration, by His
foreknowledge, all what you do that will
prolong or shorten your life. Therefore, it is
wrong to say that God predestined for
someone to kill himself. If anyone commits
suicide, the church does not pray a funeral
prayer for him (unless there are other
circumstances, mental illness, psychological
reasons; etc., as discussed in sermon).
The reason is: our loving and kind God:
“desires all men to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth”

(1 Timothy 2:4)
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So, God always desired salvation of ALL His
creation, but sadly many turn away from Him
and hence God gave them over to their own
mind, that is rejected from the work of grace:
“And even as they did not like to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave them over to a
debased mind, to do those things which are
not fitting” (Romans 1:28)
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“Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not live out half
their days” (Psalms 55: 23)
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“Do not be overly wicked, nor be foolish: Why should
you die before your time?” (Ecclesiastes 7: 17)
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“But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he
prolong his days, which are as a shadow, because he
does not fear before God” (Ecclesiastes 8: 13)
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“l, the Lord, search the heart, | test the
mind, even to give every man according to
his ways, according to the fruit of his
doings. As a partridge that broods but does

not hatch, so is he who gets riches, but not
by right; it will leave him in the midst of his

days, and at his end he will be a fool”
(Jeremiah 17: 10, 11)
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“Will you keep to the old way which wicked men have trod,
who were cut down before their time, whose foundations
were swept away by a flood?” (Job 22: 15, 16)
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“The wicked man writhes with pain all his days, and the
number of years is hidden from the oppressor...He will not
depart from darkness; the flame will dry out his branches,
and by the breath of His mouth he will go away. Let him not

trust in futile things, deceiving himself, for futility will be

his reward. It will be accomplished before his time, and his
branch will not be green” (Job 15: 20 -32)
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The meaning of “It will be accomplished before
his time, and his branch will not be green”, is that
he will NOT live to enjoy the rest of his life. It is
like the branch that goes through growth stages.
It starts white, turns into green, stays green for a
long while, turns into yellow and then wither and
dies. So, the wicked will not even live to enjoy the
best time of his life (green, e.g. youth, energy).
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“In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death.
And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to
him and said to him: Thus says the Lord, ‘Set
your house in order, for you shall die and not live.’
Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall,
and prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Remember
now, O Lord, | pray, how | have walked before You
in truth and with a loyal heart, and have done
what is good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept
bitterly. And the word of the Lord came to Isaiah,
saying: Go and tell Hezekiah, ‘Thus says the Lord,
the God of David your father, | have heard your
prayer, | have seen your tears; surely | will. add to

your days fifteen years’”
(Isaiah 38: 1-5)
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“The fear of the Lord prolongs days, but
the years of the wicked will be shortened”
(Proverbs 10: 27)
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“My son, do not forget My law, but let your
heart keep My commands; for length of

days and long life and peace they will add
to you” (Proverbs 3: 1, 2)
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“Length of days is in her (wisdom) right
hand. In her left hand riches and honor?”
(Proverbs 3: 16)
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“He who hates covetousness (bribe) will
prolong his days”
(Proverbs 28: 16)
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“Therefore you shall be careful to do as the
Lord your God has commanded you; you shall
not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.
You shall walk in all the ways which the Lord
your God has commanded you, that you may

live and that it may be well with you, and that

you may prolong vour days in the land which
you shall possess” (Deuteronomy 5: 32, 33)
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Commandments to prolong your life
1. Prayers
2. Fear of the Lord
3. Keeping God’s commandments
4. Wisdom
5. “Honor your father and your mother, that your
days may be long upon the land which the Lord
your God is giving you” (Exodus 20: 12)
6. No covetousness or bribes
7. No bad habits (wine, smoking, drugs, casinos,
gambling, etc.)

In addition to my articles online about wine,
casinos, smoking, etc., please remember this
blessing bestowed upon people abstaining from
wine:




“Then | set before the sons of the house of the
Rechabites bowls full of wine, and cups; and | said to
them, ‘Drink wine.’ But they said, ‘We will drink no wine,
for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded
us, saying, ‘You shall drink no wine, you nor your sons,
forever. You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a
vineyard, nor have any of these; but all your days you
shall dwell in tents, that you may live many days in the
land where you are sojourners.’ ... And Jeremiah said to
the house of the Rechabites, ‘Thus says the Lord of
hosts, the God of Israel: Because you have obeyed the
commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his
precepts and done according to all that he commanded
you, therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel: Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not lack a man to
stand before Me forever” (Jeremiah 35: 5, 6,18, 19)
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And | heard a loud voice from
heaven saying, "Behold, the
tabernacle of God [is] with men,
and He will dwell with them, and
they shall be His people. God
Himself will be with them [and be] [ A}
their God. And God will wipe  [7##
away every tear from their eyes;
there shall be no more death, nor
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be
no more pain, for the former
things have passed away".




