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Tough level is from the
: mind
,;g%&'“:‘ Most severe level is from
“gzg the heart
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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Let&s get started by talking about the way the three young men in the Boo
Daniel were thrown in the fiery furnace. The Bible describes what the king
Nebuchadnezzar ordered:
frhen these men were bound in themats, their trousers, their turbans, a
their other garmentsnd were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furag
(Daniel 3:21)

As you see, these young men were fully covered with garments of their h
country, as they were children of the Tribe of Judah. Also keep in mind th;
they were living in the king palace having all opportunities to dress, eat w|
was slain for idols; drink wine and live a worldly life. Instead, they did the
following:
fPurposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion o
king& delicacies, nor with the wine which he draRaniel 1:8)

Do you see the family and home effect in teaching their children the love
God and the respect .and honor of their bodies.
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Why all this suffering? Why do they deprive themselves from pleasures o
world? All people:do the same! All people reveal their bodies to dress
according to the latest fashion! There is nothing wrong in dressing like all
people; eveniif we show:off our bodies! Why this complexity and retardati
Why dori you leave people alone to eat, dress, drink, dance and do what
want? Why would that affect other people or make God unhappy? What
my inappropriate dress do if compared to my many other sins? It is r@thi

Let® answer ALL these questions very slowly, but surely.

First, God commanded us to honor our body because'it is the temple of t
Holy Spirit. Shortly, | will tell you about saintly women who were covering
their bodies during:torture and bleeding while being tormented by wild be
They were following the teaching of God that says:
fiDo you not know that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of ¢
dwells in you?df anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy .Hiwr
the temple of God is holy, which temple youdfe Corinthians3:16-17)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

Secondrevealing our body is a sin of adultery by the one who reveals the bof
the one who lustfully.looks at the body and its punishment is eternal file; as it

written
fiDo you not'know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?
not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolatess adulterersnor homosexualj
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nd

extortionerswilllinherit the kingdom of ' Ged. Do you not know that your bodie
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ and make

members of a harlotRertainly not!é Or do you not know that your body is th

temple of the Holy: Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you a
your own?~or you were bought at a prideerefore glorify'God in your body an

in your spirit, which are Ga#o (1 Corinthians3:16-17)
fiBut the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderadsitererssorcerers,

idolaters, and alllliarshall have their part in the lake which burnswith fire'a
brimstone, which is the second deatRevelatior21:8)

fBut | say to you thatvhoever looks at a woman to lust for her has alread
committed adultery with hen his heard (Matthew5:28)
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St. Perpetua
Perpetua was a young woman of noble birth. She was tweatya wife, a
mother of a young son. In the city of Carthage in North Africa on Mauf
the year203she was put.to death for her religious convictions.
Perpetua was one of five Christians condemned to death in the arena.
her companions, Felicitas, was a slave and eight months pregnant. Tw
before her execution she gave birth to a daugRepetués father was a
pagan and came often to the prison (many times with Perpetua's son i
arms) to plead with his daughter to renounce her religion and save her
to no avail.
On March7 Perpetua and her four companions were led to the arena
the crowd demanded they be scourged. Then a boar, a bear and a leoj
were loosened upon the men while the women were attacked by a wilg
Perpetua was tossed and gored by a bull; but despite cruel mangling

survived.At the time she was tossed up in the air and to the ground, sh

to cover her bleeding body with her torn cloth
Perpetua was severely wounded and then put to the sword.
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

Third: Covering our body will save us from eternal punishme
Offenses and stumbling mean causing someone to fall in sin.
person who causes others to fall in sin is subject to eternal
punishment. Causing others to fall in sin is more serious than
personal sins due to our human weaknesses; which are eithe
hidden or only hurting myself. Therefore, we must avoid offens
whether they come upon us or we commit them ourselves.
People who cause others to sin are subject to double the
punishmenbecause they will be punished for their own sins a
carry on their head the blood of the persons whom they stumb
They will be led away with the sinners; as it is written:

fAs for such as turn aside to therooked ways (offenses and
stumbling) The Lord shall lead them away with the workers {
Iniquityo (Psalm125 5)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

The Lord Jesus Christ placed those who offend; meaning who caug
others to sin; out of His kingdom and will be cast into the furnace of
fTherefore as the tares are gatheredmded in the fireso it will be at

the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and

will gather out of His kingdomi{) all things that offendand @) those

who practice lawlessnesand will cast them into the furnace of fire
There will be wailing and gnashing of teetiviatthew13:4042)

Notice how God listed those who offebeforethose who practice

lawlessness; so you can estimate the size of their punishment in th

furnace of fire. Imagine now how much would it be to cause those

are simple in heart and spirit to stumble and sin.

fiBut whoever causes one of these little ones who believe it [gig it

would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck; a
were drowned in the depth of the a€slatthew18:6)

0w  EFCoUH HBBFC \O4Y JAHl bm Vi x@A P b Ey 1O 5
QEOXANMOF @aumiOF b ¢ a0 UF Wi KaFbm

P F 3 IOF 6 3inkdH ‘T @B fp
M ncOKF Oftc ne3Kevyg T B &HIOF

HOMT M e bllOMm 9 F D x /1 IOF .O¢ 'Yy AauR
al WAy > W3 K FAYIKOFM WIYUTHKEF Tc B
IWHKF nagfFp mMRUTCRGE s ek dIT LUFY
MKOpF 3 lOF 63 nt ¢cT nYUAb A4F es
(96 L8c)gmF 3y K

oWMEr r FOF MY wxH3TCHF eB eTJ
TI) )NOOF NIOF wydT OAM mnmIObIT ndl

,qFrTLuF cYyNnNYm _ FTTFTYOF O

HIOYBEIT BFHJ celbNMbv pYUvFO@ I3GFM ¢ 'bh °

"o iR Bk CEX¥TAFeB J IR TUW N cp D17
11 L 7FUH IO




