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Chapter 3
1. Love of teaching without learning

“My brethren, let not many of you become teachers,
knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment”
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Chapter 3
1. Love of teaching without learning

When we become teachers, we shall receive a
stricter judgment.

Why...If we did not do what we are teaching
St. Paul is advising his disciple Timothy,

“Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue
in them, for in doing this you will save both
yourself, and those who hear you”
(1 Timothy 4:16)
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Why stumble in many things ??7??
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St. Arsanios said:
Often have | spoken and regretted,
but for silence | never did.

“But | say to you that for every idle
word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment”

(Matthew 12:36)
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Chapter 3
1. Love of teaching without learning
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“For we all stumble in many things” [2]
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Chapter 3
2. Danger of Tongue

“If anyone does not stumble in word, he is a perfect
man, able also to bridle the whole body” [2]
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2. Danger of Tongue
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Chapter 3
2. Danger of Tongue

Perfect man = does not stumble in word

Anyone bridle his tongue, he can bridle his
body

“Whoever guards his mouth and tongue
keeps his soul from troubles”

(Proverbs 21:23)
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St. James gave 2 examples about the
danger of tongue. First:

“Indeed, we put bits in horses’ mouths that they
may obey us, and we turn their whole body” [3]
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The bits do not turn only the head but the whole
body, that is, the whole behavior.
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“Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and
those who love it will eat its fruit” (Proverbs 18:21)
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St. James gave 2 examples about the
danger of tongue. Second:

“Look also at ships; although they are so large and
are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a
.very small rudder wherever the pilot desires” [4]

‘umu-. P Lgﬁy.uj )2l u\g_‘mhs A3 ‘b.a.a\ uma JagA"

[4] "J.\J—d\ Mﬁ&b.ul.u.\aui\ HADJMMJLAJ.MA

The captain of the ship drives the ship by a small
rudder. When the captain abuses that rudder, he
loses the whole ship.
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St. James gave 2 examples about the
danger of tongue. Bible teaching:

“Who is the man who desires life, and loves many
days, that he may see good? Keep your tongue
from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit”
(Psalm 34:12-13)
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“For he who would love life, and see good days,
Let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips
from speaking deceit” (1 Peter 3:10)
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Nebuchadnezzar abused the rudder, that is, his
tongue, and glorified himself, then he suffered
bitterly,

“Is not this great Babylon, that | have built for a
royal dwelling by my mighty power and for the
honor of my majesty?” (Daniel 4:30)
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“While the word was still in the king’s mouth, a voice
fell from heaven: king Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is
spoken: The kingdom has departed from you. And they
shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall be
with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat
grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over you,
until you know that the Most High rules in the kingdom
of men, and gives it to whomsoever He chooses”
(Daniel 4: 31-32)
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Also, Herod, because of the small rudder he lost
his life.
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“And the people (of Tyre and Sidon) kept shouting:
The voice of a god and not a man! Then,
immediately, an angel of the Lord struck him
because he did not give glory to God. And he was
eaten by worms and died” (Acts 12: 22,23)
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Also, St. Peter, because of one word, wept bitterly.
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Eternal punishment

forwrong use of tongue
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“Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts
great things. See how great a forest a little fire
kindles! And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.
The tongue is so set among our members that it
defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of
. _hature; and it is set on fire by hell” [5 6] '
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A small spark can burn a whole forest. Therefore,
“Do not let your mouth cause your flesh to sin...”
(Ecclesiastes 5: 6)
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The tongue is the spark which is ignited from heII So it
may set on fire the whole body, then one loses his
ability to pray, causes division, stirs hatred, and cause
one to lose his inner and outer peace. All that is due to
the tongue when it is set on fire from the devil.
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Chapter 3
3. How we control our tongue?

“For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature
of the sea, is tamed and has been tamed by mankind.
But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full

of deadly poison” [7-8]
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Chapter 3

3. How we control our tongue?
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Chapter 3
3. How we control our tongue?

Let us seek God who can tame the tongue. You
cannot subdue your tongues because you are
humans, so let us seek God to train us saying,
“O Lord, set a watch on my mouth and a strong
door for my lips” (Psalm 141:3)
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“With it we bless our God and Father, and with it
we curse men, who have been made in the
similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed
blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things
ought not to be so” [9-10]
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“Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the
same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or
a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring can yield both salt
water and fresh” [11-12]
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“The mouth of the righteous speaks wisdom, and

his tongue talks of justice” (Psalm 37:30)
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom

“Who is wise and understanding among you? Let
him show by good conduct that his works are done in
the meekness of wisdom” [13]
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom

“‘But if ye have bitter envy and self-seeking in your
hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. This
wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
sensual, demonic. For where envy and self-seeking
exist, confusion and every eV|I thlng are there” [14 16]
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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“For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every
evil thing are there” [16]
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“For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all
the churches of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14: 33)
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure,

then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of

mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy. Now the fruit of righteousness

Is sown in peace by those who make peace”
B, [17-18]
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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Chapter 3
4. The tongue and true wisdom
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Earthly wisdom

Wisdom that is from above

Anger Cals | Humility icla
Bad works ¢ o i yuai | GOOd works aal) o ial
Bitter envy 355 | Pure, 3 ala
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Earthly wisdom Wisdom that is from above
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Bitter envy 3 gJ:,:_ Pure, %}LL
Self-seeking Then peaceable, gentle
Earthly - .
Willing to yield
B Tl dallia 1 5 daa s Eslas
Censual, demonic Full of mercy and good fruits
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Earthly wisdom

Anger aadl
Bad works £ it )
Bitter envy SRR
Self-seeking & 583
Earthly, 3—,\-@)\
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Confusion and every evil thing
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The advice of Ahithophel to Absalom (2 Samuel 15,16,17)
“And David said, O LORD, | pray, turn the counsel of Ahithophel
into foolishness”

Wisdom that is from above

| Humility iclyg
Good works e 1) sl
| Pure, ol

Then peaceable, gentle :\,nglg “L,]l;.z ?:‘
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Willing to yield Lol

Full of mercy and good fruits
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™ Without partiality, and W/thouz‘ /7 ypacrlgy
*'" "~ | The practice of professing bellefs feellngs or virtues
i - | that one does not hold or possess

(Genesis 13:8)
“And Abram said unto Lot, Please Let there be no strife, between
you and me ... for we are brethrer’
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