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1. The prayer to be chanted in joyful tune and starts with “€2erHcon Hetac ... = Have mercy on

us ...” (Please see Rites for Crowning Ceremony, e.g., First Marriage)

2. The priest prays the “Thanksgiving Prayer”

3. The Congregation prays the Lord’s Prayer and Psalm 50 “Have mercy on me ...”

4. The Pauline Epistle is read from the Book of:

Pauline Epistle (Hebrews 13:1-6)
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Deacon:
The Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews, may his
blessings be with us all, Amen.

Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels. Remember the
prisoners as if chained with them -- those who are

mistreated -- since you yourselves are in the body also.

Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed
undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will
judge. Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself
has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’. So
we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not
fear. What can man do to me’.

May the Grace of God The Father be with us all.
Amen.

Or the following chapter is read:
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Pauline Epistle (1 Corinthians 7:7-9)
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Deacon:
The Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians, may his
blessings be with us all, Amen.
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Let brotherly love continue. Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for by so doing some have
unwittingly entertained angels. Remember the
prisoners as if chained with them -- those who are
mistreated -- since you yourselves are in the body also.
Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed
undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will
judge. Let your conduct be without covetousness; be
content with such things as you have. For He Himself
has said, ‘I will never leave you nor forsake you’. So
we may boldly say: ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not
fear. What can man do to me’.

May the Grace of God The Father be with us all.
Amen.

5. The Trisagion is chanted.
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6. The Ltany for the Gospel is prayed and the following Scripture is read:

A Psalm of David, the prophet and king may his
blessings be with us all. Amen.

Psalm 127:3

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the very
heart of your house and our children like olive plants all
around your table. Alleluia.

Deacon:

Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord,
our Lord, God, Savior, and King of us all, Jesus Christ
the Son of the Living God, for whom is glory forever.

John 3:27-29

John answered and said: A man can receive nothing
unless it has been given to him from heaven. You
yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the
Christ,” but, ‘I have been sent before Him. He who has
the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly
because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy
of mine is fulfilled.’

People:
Glory be to God forever.
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Mi2aoc: People:
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X wKeBoA New TekoeAHA. lwa
mipeeyfwuc. MicvsvenHc Emmanuel.
NEUUMANOTHA.

Xe qemapworT nxe ProT New
HHpr: New MIimnevva eov: Iﬂ'\Tplac
€TZXHK €BOA: TENOTWYT 10C glorify Him.
TenTwov NaC.

K‘rplé €AEHCON: K‘rplé €AEHCON:

Lord bless us.

K‘rple €A EHCON.

This is your joy and
your rejoicing have been
consummated, O John the
Baptist, kinsman of

Blessed be the Father
and the Son and the Holy
Spirit, the perfect Trinity.
We worship Him and

O Lord hear us, O
Lord have mercy on us, O
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7. The Three Small Litanies are prayed (Peace, Fathers and Assembly).

8. The Creed is chanted (We believe in One God ...)
9. The following Litany is prayed:

Priest:

O Lord God, our Master, the Pantocrator, the Father
of our God and Savior Jesus Christ, Who created man
from earth and gave him a helpmate, You created her
out of him to become his wife, partner, and assistant,
to bear sons and daughters so that human kind may
grow. And Paul, also, the apostle of Your Only
Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, commands those who have
not married and the widows, saying, that: It is better
for them to be as such, but if they cannot endure
abstinence it would be better for them to get married.

Therefore, we ask and entreat Your goodness, O
Lover of Mankind, on behalf of Your servants (... and
...), who have come together at this hour requesting
Your grace, to bless them now, O our King and
Redeemer, with Your freedom and forgiveness, to
shield them with Your Right Hand, to save them from
all envy, to guard them and keep them in oneness of
heart, and to grant them many years of happiness, joy,
and peaceful times in love and justice. Bless them as
You blessed Jacob in his marriage, and as Elkana with
Anna. Keep them from all evil.
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As for the men and women who are here with us,
bless them and bless their homes. Purify me from all
alien defilements, and absolve me from my personal
sins, because You are all merciful to all who seek You.
And unto You we send up glory, honor, and worship,
together with our Lord Jesus Christ, and the Life-
giving Holy Spirit, now and at all times and unto the
age of all ages. Amen.

10. Then the following prayer is said:

Priest:

Glory be to God, being before the ages, the Eternal,
the Powerful and Everlasting, who created the world
through His Omnipotence, Who brought it out of naught
into existence through the abundance of His wisdom,
Who bestowed His mercy upon His creation, Who
spread everywhere in it the vastness of His generosity
and the abundance of His mercy, Who permitted what is
legitimate and eased its attainment, Who prohibited
what is unlawful with all its motives, Who drew
together distant line ages, and Who harmonized unique
forms and strange tongues. All this shows the blessing
of His favors, so much that the created minds are
astounded and confused by the greatness of His deeds.
May His Name be blessed and His mention be
sanctified, for unto Him is the praise and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

When the Almighty God —may He be exalted —
created His creatures and saw that His acts were
extremely good, He said: “Let us create man in Our
Image and Likeness.” However, though the Almighty
God has no one like Him and no one resembling Him,
He meant by His words that man is in possession of
three faculties, i.e. mind, speech, and soul. Thus He
created Adam and distinguished him from all His
creation by his mind and his understanding. He gave
him authority over all creations. He made him priest,
king, and prophet, promised him life and immortality if
he obeyed Him, and threatened him with death and
severe punishment if he intentionally opposed and
disobeyed Him.
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When He saw that he was unique and alone with
nothing in all His creation so resembling his humanity
as to keep him company and to respond to him, He felt
compassion for him and said: “It is not good for Adam,
whom We care for and love, to be left alone. Let us
create someone to help him, keep him company, and
support him.” He then put him to sleep, took one of his
ribs, created Eve from it, and filled the place of the rib
with flesh. When Adam awoke from his sleep and saw
her, he conceived what had happened and said: ‘This is
a bone from by bones and flesh of my flesh. This is
called a woman, for she has been taken from a man.”
Then he called her ‘Eve’, for she would be the mother
of every living being. He liked her company and loved
her. God blessed her and said to the two of them:
“Grow, multiply, inhabit the earth, have authority over
it, and be in control of the fish in the sea, the birds in the
sky, the animals on earth, and everything that moves on
it.”

The woman was taken from the rib of man so that she
might be in his possession and obedient to him, and that
he might be kind to her, concerned about her welfare,
and as merciful towards her as he was towards himself.
A man is to leave his father and mother and be with his
wife. The two of them are to be one body and one heart
and be in accord, fearing God and pursuing His
approval.

11. Then the following commandments are said:

Priest to the Couple:

And now, here you have come, the two of you, at this
blessed hour, in the name of the Lord God, seeking to
be spiritually married. As for you, beloved son, you
must receive your wife with a sound heart. Each of you
must live with the other partner fearing and obeying
God, and engaging in the relationship with good
conduct and demeanor. You are to be of one heart and
soul, for as of this moment you are no longer two but
one flesh, in keeping with what Jesus Christ our Lord
has said in His Holy Bible. After this Christian
commitment, you can no longer leave each other or
separate, for what God has joined together let no man
put asunder (separate).
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Charge for the Bride:

As for you, blessed daughter, you are to submit and to
obey your husband knowing that he alone is to lead you
and that he is responsible for you after your parents.
Mind the words of the Apostle Paul who said: “Wives,
submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.”
Honor and respect him as Sarah used to honor our
Father Abraham and used to address him, her master.

Charge for the Groom:

And you, blessed son, you should hasten to satisfy her
and work toward her welfare. Fulfil the saying of the
Apostle Paul: “And you men, love your women as you
do your bodies.” You have also to honor and respect her
and to speak to her kindly, for our father Peter
recommends it saying: “Honor the women that are with
you, for they are weak and they are your partners in the
gift of life.” In this way the word of the prophet David
will apply to you: “Blessed is the man who fears God,
for his wife will be like a fruitful vine blossoming in his
abode, his children will be like olive branches around
his table, and God will bless him and make him see
goodness all his life.”

Concluding Commandment:

Know then that if you do what you have been advised
with, and if you keep your marriage pure and in fear of
God, God wilt prolong your life, will increase your
earnings, will give you blessed children who will make
you happy and content, and will protect you from all
that is evil.

May the God of Peace grant you His Grace, and bless
you as He did Noah and his wife and populate the world
with their descendants, and as He blessed Abraham with
Sarah, Isaac with Rebecca, and Jacob with Leah and
Rachel. May His blessing at the wedding at Cana of
Galilee be upon you and upon your home, may it protect
you from evil, cast the devil from among you, guard
you, and forgive your sins through the intercession of
the Virgin Mary, the Mother of the Savior of the world,
and of all the apostles, martyrs, and saints. Amen.
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12. Then the priest anoints the couple with the holy oil, prays the Lord’s Prayer, the three
Absolutions, the benediction and the concluding prayer as usual.
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