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Wisdom 1

1 4aSall

1. Love justice, you that are the judges of the earth.
Think of the Lord in goodness, and seek Him in
simplicity of heart:
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2. For He is found by them that tempt Him not: and

Crdll Ay g 4d g aa ¥ Cpdll sang Laild 2

He shows Himself to them that have faith in Him. A Ostals
3. For perverse thoughts separate from God: and His | 438 JLii) g i) (e oual A3l 30 LS8y oY 3
power, when it is tried, reproves the unwise: Jalad) casly

4. For wisdom will not enter into a malicious soul,
nor dwell in a body subject to sins.
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5. For the Holy Spirit of discipline will flee from the
deceitful, and will withdraw Himself from thoughts
that are without understanding, and He shall not
abide when iniquity comes in.
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6. For the spirit of wisdom is benevolent, and will
not acquit the evil speaker from his lips: for God is
witness of his reins, and he is a true searcher of his
heart, and a hearer of his tongue.
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7. For the Spirit of the Lord has filled the whole
world: and that which contains all things, has
knowledge of the voice.

JS s sing g AdsSual) Sa 295 N T
Al S ale saie g s LY

8. Therefore he that speaks unjust things, cannot be
hidden, neither shall the chastising judgment pass
him by.

(s Vg s g Bl dgle A3, Y MG g
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9. For inquisition shall be made into the thoughts of
the ungodly, and the hearing of his words shall come
to God, to the chastising of his iniquities.
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10. For the ear of jealousy hears all things, and the
tumult of murmuring shall not be hidden.

Clas s JS g sl ON (N 10
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11. Keep yourselves, therefore, from murmuring,
which profits nothing, and refrain your tongue from
detraction, for an obscure speech shall not go for
naught: and the mouth that lies, kills the soul.
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12. Seek not death in the error of your life, neither
procure destruction by the works of your hands.

¥ aliba Pl b cgal o )9 a5 Y 12
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13. For God did not make death, and He does not
delight in the death of the living.
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14. For He created all things that they might be: and ) ga a9, s araald) (314 Lad) N 14
He made the nations of the earth for health: and there | 48 5 ¥ g cliga ans Lo (unl g DA < 93 allal)
IS no poison of destruction in them, nor kingdom of ) e amall
hell upon the earth.

15. For justice is perpetual and immortal. ila € g adla Jaad) (Y 15
16. But the wicked with works and words have gl gl | o xiuld ¢ g8l L 16
called death to them: and esteeming it a friend, have |o gaale 5 ) slaadald agd lada o gaciial agdl 681 g
fallen away and have made a covenant with it: Aa O ) gi 9SO Ja H_."g

because they are worthy to be of the part thereof.




Wisdom 2

2 dasal)

1. For they have said, reasoning with themselves, but
not right: The time of our life is short and tedious,
and in the end of a man there is no remedy, and no
man has been known to have returned from hell:
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2. For we are born of nothing, and after this we shall
be as if we had not been: for the breath in our nostrils
is smoke: and speech a spark to move our heart,
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3. Which being put out, our body shall be ashes, and
our spirit shall be poured abroad as soft air, and our
life shall pass away as the trace of a cloud, and shall
be dispersed as a mist, which is driven away by the
beams of the sun, and overpowered with the heat
thereof:
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4. And our name in time shall be forgotten, and no
man shall have any remembrance of our works.

ALPEARN S IL ALV PRI TY.

5. For our time is as the passing of a shadow, and
there is no going back of our end: for it is fast sealed,
and no man returns:
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6. Come, therefore, let us enjoy the good things that
exist, and make use of the creation to the full as in
youth
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7. Let us fill ourselves with costly wine, and
ointments: and let not the flower of the time pass by
us.
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8. Let us crown ourselves with roses, before they be
withered: let no meadow escape our riot.
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9. Let none of us go without his part in luxury: let us
everywhere leave tokens of joy: for this is our
portion, and our lot.
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10. Let us oppress the poor just man, and not spare
the widow, nor honor the ancient grey hairs of the
aged.
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11. But let our strength be the law of justice: for that
which is feeble is found to be nothing worth.
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12. Let us, therefore, lie in wait for the just, because
he is not for our turn, and he is contrary to our
doings, and upbraids us with transgressions of the
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law, and divulges against us the sins of our way of
life.

13. He boasts that he has the knowledge of God, and
calls himself the son of God.

U O Al o g AU ple oaie () a2 3513

14. He became a censurer of our thoughts.

L) Jo aa Ve W La sy g

15. He is grievous unto us, even to behold: for his
life is not like other men’s, and his ways are very
different.

Bt AT AT juuw oY Lide J085 5 0804 L4 15
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16. We are esteemed by him as something base, and
he abstains from our ways as from uncleanliness, and
he prefers the latter end of the just, and glories that
he has God for his father.
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A O Al g Oelaal) &ga dag g ua I G
KXY

17. Let us see if his words are true, and let us test
what will happen at the end of his life.
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18. For if he be the true son of God, He will defend
him, and will deliver him from the hands of his
enemies.
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19. Let us examine him by outrages and tortures, that
we may know his meekness, and try his patience.
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20. Let us condemn him to a most shameful death:
for according to what he says, he will be protected.
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21. These things they thought, and were deceived:
for their own malice blinded them.
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22. And they knew not the secrets of God, nor hoped
for the wages of justice, nor esteemed the honor of
holy souls.
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23. For God created man incorruptible, and to the
image of His own likeness He made him.
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24. But by the envy of the devil, death came into the
world:

el 1) gall 023 Gl Sy (8124

25. And they follow him that are of his side.
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1. But the souls of the just are in the hand of God,

Ly D8 dl) (8 Ofarial) (gl Ll 1

and the torment of death shall not touch them. )
2. In the sight of the unwise they seemed to die: and | ag> g3 quua B9 | gila agdl Jigadl o8 A2
their departure was taken for misery: S

3. And their going away from us, for utter
destruction: but they are in peace.

A 80 Ll Ldae Ue agilady 3

4. And though in the sight of men they suffered
torments, their hope is full of immortality.
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5. Afflicted in few things, in many they shall be well
rewarded: because God has tried them, and found
them worthy of Himself.

A Y aalie Gl 68 agd e Gl 2 5
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6. As gold in the furnace, He has proved them, and
as a sacrificial burnt offering, He has received them.

@S#J&Q‘@@ME*&6

7. In the time of their visitation, they will shine forth,
and will run like sparks through the stubble.

(Ao 3y 9 (195000 A NETE) B g B agh 7
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8. They shall judge nations, and rule over people,
and their Lord shall reign forever.
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9. They that trust in Him shall understand the truth:
and they that are faithful in love, shall rest in Him:
for grace and peace are to His elect.
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10. But the ungodly will be punished, as their
reasoning deserves, who disregarded the righteous
man and rebelled against the Lord.

Glad) Gl agllisudd ) gLl La) 10
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11. For he that rejects wisdom, and discipline, is
miserable: and their hope is vain, and their labors

A sa cualil) g dasally ¢ a5 M Y 11
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without fruit, and their works unprofitable. Baild
12. Their wives are foolish, and their children a9 ) ) aR Y ) 9 Cilgudan al glaad 12
wicked, their offspring are accursed. Osala

13. For blessed is the barren woman who is
undefiled, who has not entered into a sinful union;
she will have fruit when God examines souls.
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14. And the eunuch, that has not wrought iniquity
with his hands, nor thought wicked things against
God for the precious gift of faith shall be given to
him, and a most acceptable lot in the temple of God.
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15. For the fruit of good labors is glorious, and the
root of wisdom never fails.
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16. But the children of adulterers shall not come to
perfection, and the seed of the unlawful bed shall
perish.
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17. And if they live long, they shall be nothing
regarded, and their last old age shall be without
honor.

28 £t S O gy agld agilia il 0 17
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18. And if they die quickly, they shall have no hope,
nor speech of comfort in the day of trial.

£136 Y9 slay agd (1S B day e ) gila 09 18
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19. For dreadful are the ends of a wicked generation.
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Wisdom 4
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1. How beautiful is the chaste generation with glory:
for the memory thereof is immortal: because it is
known both with God and with men.

1583 Lgaa 8 Jaaf Aludalll) aa 40 g3 ) 1
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2. When it is present, they imitate it: and they desire
it, when it has withdrawn itself, and it triumphs
crowned forever, winning the reward of undefiled
conflicts.
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3. But the multiplied brood of the wicked shall not
thrive, and bastard slips shall not take deep root, nor
any fast foundation.
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4. For even if they put forth boughs for a while,
standing insecurely they will be shaken by the wind,
and by the violence of the winds they will be
uprooted.
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5. The branches will be broken off before they come
to maturity, and their fruit will be useless, not ripe
enough to eat, and good for nothing.
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6. For children born of unlawful unions are witnesses
of evil against their parents when God examines
them.
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7. But the righteous man, though he die early, will be
at rest.
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8. For old age is not honored for length of time, nor
measured by number of years.
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9. But understanding is gray hair for men, and a
blameless life is ripe old age.

A3 3l peug Akl ga () i (8199
el e 4a jiall Blaldl A

10. There was one who pleased God and was loved
by him, and while living among sinners he was taken

up.
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11. He was caught up lest evil change his
understanding or guile deceive his soul.
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12. For the fascination of wickedness obscures what
is good, and roving desire perverts the innocent
mind.

Baguall ) 939 i) iy JablLYY s (Y 12
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13. Being perfected in a short time, he fulfilled long
years.

U e (ls AL ol (8 Jlasl) Ay 8513




14. For his soul pleased God: therefore he hastened
to bring him out of the midst of iniquities: but the
people see this, and understand not, nor lay up such
things in their hearts:

L o 7 A 288 Gl dsada pa Al IS 31 g 14
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15. That the grace of God, and His mercy is with His
chosen, and that He watches over His saints.

A a8l 53818 g 4y jLidal dliaa g Adard ) 15

16. The righteous man who had died will condemn
the ungodly who are living, and youth that is quickly
perfected will condemn the prolonged old age of the
unrighteous man.
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17. For they will see the end of the wise man, and
will not understand what the Lord purposed for him,
and for what he kept him safe.

1ila & gagds ¥ g asSal) &iga (g man agid 17
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18. They shall see him, and shall despise him: but the
Lord shall laugh them to scorn.

A 5 e QU 9 G Guan 18

19. And they shall fall after this without honor, and
be a reproach among the dead forever: for he shall
burst them puffed up and speechless, and shall shake
them from the foundations, and they shall be utterly
laid waste: they shall be in sorrow, and their memory
shall perish.
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20. They shall come with fear at the thought of their
sins, and their iniquities shall stand against them to
convict them.

pgall g pallad S5 (e (e 3B (190854 20
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1. Then shall the just stand with great confidence
against those that have afflicted him, and taken away
his labors.

0529 b dailie 3]y (Gavall aghy il |
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2. When they see him, they will be shaken with
dreadful fear, and they will be amazed at his
unexpected salvation,
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3. Saying within themselves, repenting, and groaning
for anguish of spirit: This is the man whom we once

A pb g (el pgedd] (B (150 3
L8 g Laie Olsgg:m\ghﬂb Gal) 1ph yla (Gua

held in derision and made a byword of reproach. el e g dlaall L
4. We fools! We thought that his life was madness 45 ga 9 U gia adla st Jlgall cai LS 4
and that his end was without honor. RE{YS
5. Why has he been numbered among the sons of O ABa g Al (A (B 13 gdra sl S8 5
God? And why is his lot among the saints? O a8l

6. So it was we who strayed from the way of truth,
and the light of righteousness did not shine on us,
and the sun did not rise upon us.

S SP U e alg A Bk oo Ulla il 6
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7. We took our fill of the paths of lawlessness and
destruction, and we journeyed through trackless
deserts, but the way of the Lord we have not known.
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8. What has pride profited us? Or what advantage
has the boasting of riches brought us?
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9. All those things have vanished like a shadow, and
like a rumor that passes by.
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10. Like a ship that sails through the billowy water,
and when it has passed no trace can be found, nor
track of its keel in the waves.
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11. or as, when a bird flies through the air, no
evidence of its passage is found; the light air, lashed
by the beat of its pinions and pierced by the force of
its rushing flight, is traversed by the movement of its
wings, and afterward no sign of its coming is found
there.
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12. Or as when an arrow is shot at a target, the air,
thus divided, comes together at once, so that no one
knows its pathway.
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13. So we also, as soon as we were born, ceased to
be: and we had no sign of virtue to show, but were
consumed in our wickedness.
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14. Such things as these the sinners said in hell:
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15. For the hope of the wicked is as dust, which is
blown away with the wind, and as a thin froth which
is dispersed by the storm: and a smoke that is
scattered abroad by the wind: and as the
remembrance of a guest of one day that passes by.
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16. But the just shall live for evermore: and their
reward is with the Lord, and the care of them with
the Most High.
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17. Therefore, they shall they receive a kingdom of
glory, and a crown of beauty at the hand of the Lord:
for with His right hand, He will cover them, and with
His holy arm, He will defend them.
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18. And his zeal will take armor, and he will arm the
creature for the revenge of his enemies.

gelati 4840 Jaa g bl 43 & 2315 18
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19. He will put on justice as a breastplate, and will
take true judgment as a helmet:

Sisa Gall alagle 3 sl (wali 19

20. He will take holiness as an invincible shield:

o Y L i) 35 20

21. And He will sharpen His severe wrath for a
spear, and the whole world shall fight with Him
against the unwise.

daa Gl alladl g Ludale s dpuad 233921
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22. Then shafts of lightning shall go directly from
the clouds, as from a bow well bent, they shall be
shot out, and shall fly to the mark.
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23. And thick hail shall be cast upon them from the
stone casting wrath: the water of the sea shall rage
against them, and the rivers shall run together in a
terrible manner.

Sl olia g Al &y agan p Adadi 9 23
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24. A mighty wind shall stand up against them, and
as a whirlwind shall divide them: and their iniquity
shall bring all the earth to a desert, and wickedness
shall overthrow the thrones of the mighty.
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1. Wisdom is better than strength: and a wise man is
better than a strong man.

Dl G Juadl akald) 3 68N (pa i dasall |

2. Hear, therefore, you kings, and understand, learn
you that are judges of the ends of the earth.

Bl Lyg ) gliat g ) gramld & glal) Lg alil 5 2
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3. Give ear, you that rule the people, and that please
yourselves in multitudes of nations:

salaall o o ghludal) Ll | siual 3
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4. For power is given you by the Lord, and strength
by the Most High, who will examine your works:
and search out your thoughts:

gﬁ\@i‘&eﬁJﬁj%ﬁ\QAeﬁ&ho&4
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6. Because being ministers of His kingdom, you have
not judged rightly, nor kept the law of justice, nor
walked according to the will of God.
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6. Horribly and speedily will He appear to you: for a
most severe judgment shall be for them that bear
rule.
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7. For to him that is little, mercy is granted: but the
mighty shall be mightily tormented.

5 5h 8 g1 ) Lal Aaa 11 Qa1 yseal) (8 7
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8. For God will not exclude anyone, neither will he
stand in awe of any man’s greatness: for He made
the little and the great, and He has equal care of all.
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9. But a greater punishment is ready for the more
mighty.
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10. To you, therefore, O kings, are these my words,
that you may learn wisdom, and not fall from it.
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11. For they that have kept just things justly, shall be
justified: and they that have learned these things,
shall find what to answer.

O8I sl ¥ @ ladany ol (Y 11
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12. Covet, therefore, my words, and love them, and
you shall have instruction.
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13. Wisdom is glorious, and never fades away, and is
easily seen by those that love her, and is found by
those that seek her.
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14. She hastens to make herself known to those who
desire her.

Lsrin cpdll et gl g4 14

15. He that awakes early to seek her, shall not labor:
for he shall find her sitting at his gates.
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16. To think, therefore, upon her, is perfect
understanding: and he that watches for her, shall
quickly be secure.

L2 g (a9 Alhadl Jlas L Jalild 16
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17. For she goes about seeking such as are worthy of
her, and she shows herself to them cheerfully in the
ways, and meets them with all providence.

Jiakis L a1 b el culha (B J9a LY 17
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18. For the beginning of her is the most true desire of
discipline.
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19. And the care of discipline is love: and love is the
keeping of her laws: and the keeping of her laws is
the firm foundation of purity:

g.g.é daal) Ll g duaa 9gd VUL alaiay) Wi 19
Bkl ald &i\}.ﬁ\ﬁhué‘g gl i s

20. And purity brings one near to God.
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21. Therefore, the desire of wisdom brings to the
everlasting kingdom.
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22. If then your delight be in thrones, and scepters, O
you kings of the people, love wisdom that you may
reign forever.
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23. Love the light of wisdom, all you that rule over
peoples.

24. Now what wisdom is, and what was her origin, |
will declare: and I will not hide from you the
mysteries of God, but will seek her out from the
beginning of her birth, and bring the knowledge of
her to light, and will not pass over the truth:
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25. Neither will I go with consuming envy: for such
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a man shall not be partaker of wisdom. Aasal) 84l Ba
26. Now the multitude of the wise is the welfare of Jlad) dllall g allall (aDA slasal) 3 S ) 26
the whole world: and a wise king is the upholding of AT IA| A

the people.

27. Receive, therefore, instruction by my words, and
it shall be profitable to you.
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Wisdom
7 daSall

2

1. I myself am a mortal man, like all others, and of
the race of him, that was first made of the earth, and
in the womb of my mother | was fashioned to be
flesh.
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2. In the time of nine months | was compacted in
blood, of the seed of man, and the pleasure of
marriage.
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3. And being born, | drew in the common air, and
fell upon the earth, that is made alike, and the first
voice, which | uttered, was crying, as all others do.
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4. 1 was nursed in swaddling clothes, and with great
cares.

S alaialy g AbaaBY) B g 4

5. For none of the kings had any other beginning of
birth.
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6. For all men have one entrance into life, and the
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like going out. RN
7. Wherefore | wished, and understanding was given | (e Jad cige g Adadl) i gl cuiad dia 7
me: and | called upon God, and the spirit of wisdom Aasal) 7 g

came upon me:

8. And I preferred her before kingdoms and thrones,
and esteemed riches nothing in comparison of her.
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9. Neither did I compare unto her any precious stone:
for all gold, in comparison of her, is as a little sand;
and silver, in respect to her, shall be counted as clay.
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10. I loved her above health and beauty, and chose to
have her instead of light: for her light cannot be put
out.
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11. Now all good things came to me together with

Cra cali g udd) (e Cila S Lgaa cusigld 11

her, and innumerable riches through her hands. ey A Ly
12. And | rejoiced in all these: for this wisdom went alg Lgd Bl dasal) ()Y LS pigy camialé 12
before me, and | knew not that she was the mother of RVTIVENPVRPR{ Y

them all.

13. Which I have learned without guile, and
communicate without envy, and her riches I hide not.
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14. For she is an infinite treasure to men: which they
that use, become the friends of God, being
commended for the gifts of discipline.
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e o) T 3n Y e 15
P!

15. And God has given to me to speak as | would,
and to conceive thoughts worthy of those things that
are given me: because He is the guide of wisdom,
and the director of the wise:
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16. For in His hand are both we, and our words, and
all wisdom, and the knowledge and skill of works.
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17. For He has given me the true knowledge of the
things that are: to know the disposition of the whole
world, and the virtues of the elements:
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18. The beginning, and ending, and midst of the
times, the alterations of their courses, and the
changes of seasons:
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19. The revolutions of the year, and the dispositions
of the stars:
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20. The natures of living creatures, and rage of wild
beasts, the force of winds, and reasoning of men, the
diversities of plants, and the virtues of roots:
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21. And all such things as are hid, and not foreseen, |
have learned: for wisdom, which is the worker of all
things, taught me.

ahall oY Gila g o 5iSa sa Le JS b 2821
Aasa Ao e LY aaa

22. For in her is the spirit of understanding; holy,
one, manifold, subtle, eloquent, active, undefiled,
sure, sweet, loving that which is good, quick, which
nothing hinders, beneficent,
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23. Gentle, kind, steadfast, assured, secure, having
all power, overseeing all things, and containing all
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spirits: intelligible, pure, subtle: Addall) 5 jaUall
24. For wisdom is more active than all active things; 8 doaka JS e dS ja o dasal) Y 24
and reaches everywhere, by reason of her purity. S JS (A T g el g5 lghal

25. For she is a vapor of the power of God, and a
certain pure emanation of the glory of the Almighty
God: and therefore, no defiled thing comes into her.
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26. For she is the brightness of eternal light, and the
unspotted mirror of God’s majesty, and the image of
His goodness.
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27. And being but one, she can do all things: and
remaining in herself the same, she renews all things,
and through nations conveys herself into holy souls,
she makes the friends of God and prophets.
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28. For God loves none but him that dwells with
wisdom.
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29. For she is more beautiful than the sun, and above
all the order of the stars: being compared with the
light, she is found before it.
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30. For after light comes night, but no evil can
overcome wisdom.
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Wisdom 8
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1. She reaches, therefore, from one end to another
mightily, and orders all things sweetly.
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2. | loved her and sought her from my youth, and |
desired to take her for my bride, and | became
charmed of her beauty.
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3. She glorifies her noble birth by living with God,
and the Lord of all loves her.
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4. For she is an initiate in the knowledge of God, and
an associate in His works.
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5. If riches are a desirable possession in life, what is
richer than wisdom who effects all things?
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6. And if understanding is effective, who more than
she is fashioner of what exists?
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7. And if any one loves righteousness, her labors are
virtues; for she teaches self-control and prudence,
justice and courage; nothing in life is more profitable
for men than these.
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8. And if any one longs for wide experience, she
knows the things of old, and infers the things to
come; she understands turns of speech and the
solutions of riddles; she has foreknowledge of signs
and wonders and of the outcome of seasons and
times.
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9. Therefore, | determined to take her to live with
me, knowing that she would give me good counsel
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and encouragement in cares and grief. Y
10. Because of her I shall have glory among the plad da) S g aalaal) B a3a Lgn (A 01988 10
multitudes and honor in the presence of the elders, PR Pg Y A

though I am young.

11. I shall be found keen in judgment, and in the
sight of rulers, I shall be admired.
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12. When | am silent they will wait for me, and when
I speak, they will give heed; and when | speak at
greater length, they will put their hands on their
mouths.
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13. Because of her, I shall have immortality: and
leave an everlasting memory to those who come after
me.
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14. 1 shall govern peoples, and nations will be
subject to me.
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15. Terrible kings hearing, shall be afraid of me:
among the multitude I shall be found good, and
valiant in war.
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16. When | enter my house, | shall find rest with her:
for her conversation has no bitterness, nor her
company any tediousness, but joy and gladness.
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17. Thinking these things with myself, and pondering
them in my heart, that to be allied to wisdom is
immortality,
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18. And that there is great delight in her friendship,
and inexhaustible riches in the works of her hands,
and in the exercise of conference with her, wisdom,
and glory in the communication of her words: | went
about seeking, that I might take her to myself.
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19. As a child, I was by nature well-endowed and
had received a good soul.

20. Or rather, being good, | entered an undefiled
body.
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21. But | perceived that | would not possess wisdom
unless God gave her to me, and it was a mark of
insight to know whose gift she was, so | appealed to
the Lord and besought Him, and with my whole
heart | said:
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Wisdom
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1. O God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, who
have made all things with Your word,
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2. And by Your wisdom have appointed man, that he
should have dominion over the creatures that You
made,
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3. That he should rule the world in holiness and
righteousness, and execute judgement in uprightness
of soul.
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4. Give me the wisdom that sits by Your throne, and
do not reject me from among Your servants.
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5. For | am Your servant, and the son of Your
handmaid, a weak man, and of short lived, with little
understanding of judgment and laws.
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6. For even if one is perfect among the sons of men,
yet if Your wisdom is not with him, he will be
regarded as nothing.
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7. You have chosen me to be king of Your people,
and a judge of Your sons and daughters:
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8. And have commanded me to build a temple on
Your holy mount, and an altar in the city of Your
dwelling place, a resemblance of Your holy
tabernacle, which You have prepared from the
beginning:
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9. With You is wisdom, who knows Your works, and
was present when You made the world, and who
understands what is pleasing in Your sight and what
is right according to Your commandments.
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10. Send her forth from the holy heaven, and from
the throne of Your majesty, that she may be with me,
and may labor with me, that | may know what is
acceptable with You:
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11. For she knows and understands all things, and
shall leads me soberly in my works, and shall guard
me with her glory.
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12. Then my works be acceptable, and | shall judge
Your people justly, and shall be worthy of the throne
of my father.
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13. For who among men is he that can know the
counsel of God? Or who can think what the will of
God is?
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14. For the thoughts of mortals are fearful, and our
counsels uncertain.
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15. For the corruptible body is a burden upon the
soul, and the earthly habitation presses down the
thoughtful mind.
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16. We can hardly guess at what is on earth: and with
labor we find the things that are at hand. But the
things that are in heaven, who shall search out?
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17. And who shall know Your counsel, unless You
give wisdom, and send Your holy Spirit from on
high.
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18. And so the ways of them that are upon earth may
be corrected, and men may learn the things that
please You?
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19. For by wisdom they were saved, and were taught
what pleases You, O Lord, from the beginning.
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Wisdom 10
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1. She preserved him, that was first formed by God,
the father of the world, when he was created alone,
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2. And she brought him out of his sin, and gave him
power to rule all things.
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3. But when the unjust turned away from her in his
anger, he perished because in rage, he murdered his
brother.
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4. When the earth was flooded because of him,
wisdom again saved it, steering the righteous man by
a paltry piece of wood.
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5. Moreover, when the nations had conspired
together to consent to wickedness, she knew the just,
and preserved him without blame to God, and kept
him strong against the compassion for his wicked
son.
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6. She delivered the just man, who fled from the
wicked that were perishing, when the fire came
down upon Pentapolis:
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7. Whose land, for a testimony of their wickedness,
is desolate, and smokes to this day. And the trees
bear fruits that ripen not, and a standing pillar of salt
is a monument of an unbelieving soul.

s 8 (A a4 s OY) ) BWLE aga i g 7
Cra 29a g gl ¥ | el ey il g (A 4l
.C}Aﬂ‘ﬂwﬁlb\s.ﬁﬁlﬁ@a

8. For because they passed wisdom by, they not only
were hindered from recognizing the good, but also
left for mankind a reminder of their folly, so that
their failures could never go unnoticed.
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9. But wisdom has delivered from sorrow those who
served her.
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10. She conducted the just, when he fled from his
brother’s wrath, through the right ways, and showed
him the kingdom of God, and gave him the
knowledge of the holy things, made him honorable
in his labors, and accomplished his labors.
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11. When his oppressors were covetous, she stood
by him and made him rich.
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12. She protected him from his enemies, and kept
him safe from those who lay in wait for him. In his
hard fight, she gave him the victory, so that he might
learn that godliness is more powerful than anything.
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13. When a righteous man was sold, wisdom did not
desert him, but delivered him from sin. She
descended with him into the pit.
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14. And in bands she left him not, till she brought
him the scepter of the kingdom, and power against
those who oppressed him: and showed them to be
liars that had accused him, and gave him everlasting

glory.
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15. She delivered the just people, and blameless
seed, from the nations that oppressed them.
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16. She entered into the soul of the servant of God
and stood against dreadful kings in wonders and
signs.
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17. And she rendered to the just the wages of their
labors, and conducted them in a wonderful way: and
she was to them for a covert by day, and for the light
of stars by night:
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18. And she brought them through the Red Sea, and
carried them over through a great water.
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19. But she drowned their enemies in the sea, and
from led them through deep waters. Therefore the
just took the spoils of the wicked.
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20. And they sung to Your holy name, O Lord, and
they praised with one accord Your victorious hand.
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21. For wisdom opened the mouth of the dumb, and
made the tongues of infants eloguent.
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1. She prospered their works by the hands of a holy
prophet.

(ot (ol M a1

2. They went through wildernesses that were not
inhabited, and in desert places they pitched their
tents.
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3. They stood against their enemies, and revenged
themselves of their adversaries.
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4. They were thirsty, and they called upon You, and
water was given them out of the high rock, and a
refreshment of their thirst out of the hard stone.
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5. For by what things their enemies were punished,
when their drink failed them, while the children of
Israel abounded therewith, and rejoiced:
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6. By the same things they in their need were
benefited.
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7. For instead of a fountain of an ever-flowing river,
You gave defiled blood to the unjust.
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8. And while they were diminished for a manifest
reproof of their murdering the infants, You gave
them abundant water unlooked for:

sV 3p 9 Jukl) Jiby agilzd o agl Lilke 8
Ada ) die ) 43 sl agiishe

9. Showing by the thirst that was then, how You
were exalted, and killed their adversaries.
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10. For when they were tried and chastised with
mercy, they knew how the wicked were judged with
wrath and torment.
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11. For You admonished and tried them as a Father:
but as a stern king, You examined and condemned
the others.
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12. For whether absent or present, they were
tormented alike.
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13. For a double affliction came upon them, and a
groaning for the remembrance of things past.
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14. For when they heard that by their punishments
the others were benefited, they perceived it was the
Lord’s doing.
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15. For though they had mockingly rejected him
who long before had been cast out and exposed, at
the end of the events they marveled at him, for their
thirst was not like that of the righteous.
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16. In return for their foolish and wicked thoughts,
which led them astray to worship irrational serpents
and worthless animals, You sent upon them a
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multitude of irrational creatures to punish them: L Gl Y L
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18. For Your almighty hand, which created the
world out of formless matter, did not lack the means
to send upon them a multitude of bears, or fierce
lions.
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19. Or unknown beasts of a new kind, full of rage;
either breathing out a fiery vapor, or sending forth a
stinking smoke, or shooting horrible sparks out of
their eyes:
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20. Whereof not only the hurt might be able to
destroy them, but also the very sight might kill them
through fear.
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21. Even apart from these, men could fall at a single
breath when pursued by justice and scattered by the
breath of Your power. But You have arranged all
things by measure and number and weight.

agiaid caglaliuy LS (i (S 8 3121
QHJSQ,GJ&S].*JS&&JECJJJ sLaill
(099 e g ldkay

22. For great power always belonged to You alone:
and who shall resist the strength of Your arm?
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23. For the whole world before You is like a speck
that tips the scales, and like a drop of the morning
dew, that falls down upon the earth.
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24. But You are merciful to all, because You can do
all things, and overlook the sins of men for the sake
of repentance.
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25. For you love all things that exist, and hate none
of the things, which You have made: for You would
not have made anything if You hated it.
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26. And how could anything have endured, if You
had not willed? Or be preserved, if not called by
You?
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27. But you spare all things, for they are Yours, O

Lord, who loves the living.
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Wisdom 12
12 dasall

1. O how good and sweet is Your Spirit, O Lord, in
all things!
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2. Therefore You chastise those that err, little by
little: and admonish and speak to them, concerning
the things wherein they offend: that leaving their
wickedness, they may believe in You, O Lord.
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3. For those ancient inhabitants of Your holy land,
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whom You abhorred, Aaial)
4. Because they did works hateful to You by their bl g o) (e il A5 ghaal) aglles) JaY 4
sorceries and wicked sacrifices, osadl

5. And those merciless murderers of their own
children, and eaters of men’s bowels, and devourers
of blood from the midst of Your consecration,
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6. And those parents sacrificing with their own
hands helpless souls, it was Your will to destroy by
the hands of our parents,
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7. That the land, which of all is most dear to You,
might receive a worthy colony of the children of
God.
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8. Yet even those You spared as men, and sent
wasps forerunners of Your host, to destroy them
little by little.
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9. Not that you were unable to bring the wicked
under the just by war, or by cruel beasts, or with one
rough word to destroy them at once:
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10. But executing Your judgments by degrees, you
gave them place of repentance, not being ignorant
that they were a wicked generation, and their malice
natural, and that their thought could never be
changed.
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11. For it was a cursed seed from the beginning:
neither have You for fear of any one give pardon to
their sins.
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12. For who shall say to You: What have You done?
Or who shall withstand Your judgment? Or who
shall come before You to be an advocate of wicked
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men? Or who shall accuse You, if the nations perish,
which You have made?

13. For there is no other God but You, whose care is
for all men, to whom You should show that You do
not judge unjustly.
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14. Nor can any king or monarch confront You
about those whom You have destroyed.
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15. You are righteous and rules all things
righteously, deeming it alien to Your power to
condemn him who does not deserve to be punished.
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16. For Your power is the beginning of justice: and
because You are Lord of all, You make Yourself
gracious to all.

gl el Lagg cdllae Tasa 4 ligh (Y 16
Laall e gids cald

17. For You show Your power, when men will not
believe You to be absolute in power, and You
rebuke the boldness of those who know You.
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18. But You being master of power, judge with
gentleness and with great kindness manage our lives:
for Your power is at hand when You will.
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19. But You have taught Your people by such
works, that they must be just and humane, and have
made Your children to be of a good hope: because in
judging, You give place for repentance for sins.
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20. For if You punished the enemies of Your
servants, who deserved to die, with so great
deliberation, and give them time and place that they
might turn from their wickedness:
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21. With what care have You judged Your own
children, to whose fathers You have sworn and made
covenants of good promises?
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22. Therefore, while You chastise us, You scourge
our enemies in so many ways, to the end that when
we judge we may think of Your goodness: and when
we are judged, we may hope for Your mercy.
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23. Therefore, You have also greatly tormented
them, who, in their life, have lived foolishly and
unjustly, by the same things, which they worshipped.
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24. For they went far astray for in the ways of error,
holding those things for gods which are the most
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worthless among beasts, living after the manner of
children without understanding.

25. Therefore, You have sent a judgment upon them,
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as senseless children, to mock them. A A
26. But they that were not amended by mockeries Qlie | 813 (A Al cualiy | glaaty ol Lal5 26
and reprehensions, experienced the worthy judgment Jalad) L

of God.

27. For when in their suffering they became
incensed at those creatures which they had thought
to be gods, being punished by means of them, they
saw and recognized as the true God him whom they
had before refused to know. Therefore, the utmost
condemnation came upon them.
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Wisdom 13
13 4asal)

1. For all men who were ignorant of God were
foolish by nature; and they were unable from the
good things that are seen to know Him who exists,
nor did they recognize the craftsman while paying
heed to His works:
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2. But have imagined either the fire, or the wind, or
the swift air, or the circle of the stars, or the great
water, or the sun and moon, to be the gods that rule
the world.
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3. If through delight in the beauty of these things
men assumed them to be gods, let them know how
much better than these is their Lord, for the first
author of beauty made all those things.
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4. And if men were amazed at their power and
working, let them perceive from them how much
more powerful is He who formed them:
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5. For from the greatness and beauty of created
things comes a corresponding perception of their
Creator.
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6. Yet these men are little to be blamed, for perhaps
they go astray while seeking God and desiring to
find Him.
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7. For as they live among his works they keep
searching, and they trust in what they see, because
the things that are seen are beautiful.
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8. But then again they are not to be pardoned.
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9. For if they had the power to know so much that
they could investigate the world, how did they fail to
find sooner the Lord of these things?
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10. But miserable, with their hopes set on dead
things, are the men who give the name “gods” to the
works of men’s hands, gold and silver fashioned
with skill, and likenesses of animals, or a useless
stone, the work of an ancient hand.
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11. Or if an artist, a carpenter, has cut down a tree
proper for his use in the wood, and skillfully taken
off all the bark thereof, and with his art, diligently
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forms a vessel profitable for the common uses of
life,

12. And uses the chips of his work to prepare his
food:
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13. And taking what was left thereof, which is good
for nothing, being a crooked piece of wood, and full
of knots, carves it diligently when he has nothing
else to do, and by the skill of his art fashions it, and
makes it like the image of a man:
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14. Or makes it like the image of an animal, giving it
a coat of red paint and coloring its surface red and
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covering every blemish in it with paint: v
15. And makes a convenient dwelling place for it, hilal) 8 a5 g L (sl Llia Ll Jra 5 15
and setting it in a wall, and fastening it with iron, ~uaall il

16. Providing for it, lest it should fall, knowing that
it is unable to help itself: for it is an image, and has
need of help.
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17. And then makes prayer to it, enquiring
concerning his possessions, and his children, or his
marriage. And he is not ashamed to speak to that
which has no life:
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18. And for health, he makes supplication to the
weak, and for life prays to that which is dead, and
for help calls upon that which is unprofitable:
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19. And for a good journey he petitions him that
cannot walk: and for money-making and work and
success with his hands, he asks strength of a thing
whose hands have no strength.
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Wisdom 14
14 4asal)

1. Again, another preparing to sail, and beginning to
make his voyage through the raging waves, calls
upon a piece of wood more frail than the wood that
carries him.
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2. For it was desire for gain that planned that vessel,
and wisdom was the craftsman who built it.
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3. But it is Your providence, O Father, that steers its
course, because You have given it a path in the sea,
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and a safe way through the waves, L]
4. Showing that You can save from every danger, so | S, slg sba JS ta galdl ¢ Jald &l cing 4
that even if a man lacks skill, he may put to sea. Ao Uia Jgaa (e aall

5. It is Your will that works of Your wisdom should
not be without effect; therefore men trust their lives
even to the smallest piece of wood, and passing
through the billows on a raft they come safely to
land.
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6. For even in the beginning, when arrogant giants
were perishing, the hope of the world took refuge on
a raft, and guided by Your hand left to the world the
seed of a new generation.
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7. For blessed is the wood, by which righteousness
comes.
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8. But the idol made with hands is accursed, and so
is he who made it: because he did the work; and the
perishable thing was called a god.
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9. For equally hateful to God are the ungodly man
and his ungodliness.
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10. For what was done will be punished together
with him who did it.
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11. Therefore, there will be a visitation also upon the
heathen idols, because, though part of what God
created, they became an abomination, and became
traps for the souls of men and a snare to the feet of
the foolish.
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12. For devising of idols is the beginning of
fornication: and their invention was the corruption of
life.
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13. For neither have they existed from the beginning
nor will they exist forever.
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14. For by the vanity of men they came into the
world: and therefore they shall come shortly to an
end.
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15. For a father being afflicted with bitter grief,
made to himself the image of his son, who was
quickly taken away: and him who then had died as a
man, he began now to worship as a god, and
appointed him rites and sacrifices among his
servants.
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16. Then the ungodly custom, grown strong with
time, was kept as a law, and at the command of
monarchs, graven images were worshiped.
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17. When men could not honor monarchs in their
presence, since they lived at a distance, they
imagined their appearance far away, and made a
visible image of the king whom they honored, so
that by their zeal they might flatter the absent one as
though present.
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18. Then the ambition of the craftsman impelled
even those who did not know the king to intensify
their worship.
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19. For he, perhaps wishing to please his ruler,
skillfully forced the likeness to take more beautiful
form.
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20. And the multitude, attracted by the charm of his
work, now regarded as an object of worship the one
whom shortly before they had honored as a man.
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21. And this became a hidden trap for mankind,
because men, in bondage to misfortune or to royal
authority, bestowed on objects of stone or wood the
name that ought not to be shared.
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22. And it was not enough for them to err about the
knowledge of God, but whereas they lived in a great
war of ignorance, they call so many and so great
evils peace.
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23. For either they sacrifice their own children, or
use hidden sacrifices, or keep watches full of
madness,
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24. So that now they neither keep life, nor marriage
undefiled, but one kills another through envy, or
grieves him by adultery:
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25. And all things are mingled together; blood,
murder, theft, and dissimulation, corruption and
unfaithfulness, tumult and perjury, confusion over
what is good,
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26. Forgetfulness of favors, pollution of souls, sex
perversion, disorder in marriage, adultery, and
debauchery.
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27. For the worship of abominable idols is the cause,
and the beginning and end of all evil.
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28. For either they are mad when they are merry: or
they prophesy lies, or they live unjustly, or easily
forswear themselves.
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29. For because they trust in lifeless idols, they
swear wicked oaths and expect to suffer no harm.
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30. But just penalties will overtake them on two
counts: because they thought wickedly of God in
devoting themselves to idols, and because in deceit
they swore unrighteously through contempt for
holiness.
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31. For it is not the power of the things by which
men swear, but the just penalty for those who sin,
that always pursues the transgression of the
unrighteous.
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Wisdom 15
15 4asal)

1. But You, our God, are gracious and true, patient,
and ordering all things in mercy.
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2. For if we sin, we are Yours, knowing Your
greatness: but we will not sin, because we know that
we are counted with You.
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3. For to know You is perfect justice: and to know
Your justice, and Your power, is the root of
immortality.
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4. For neither has the evil intent of human misled us,
nor the fruitless toil of painters, a figure stained with
varied colors,

el delina dlie i) La Ui gay ol &lld 4
JM\QA#H\&JJM\JAQ?J{JM‘
OV eNL dddalal)

5. The sight whereof entices the fool to lust after it,
and he loves the lifeless figure of a dead image.
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6. The lovers of evil things deserve to have no better
things to trust in, both they that make them, and they
that love them, and they that worship them.
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7. The potter also tempering soft earth, with labor
fashions every vessel for our service, and of the
same clay he makes both vessels that are for clean
uses, and likewise such as serve to the contrary: but
what is the use of these vessels, the potter is the
judge.
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8. And of the same clay by a vain labor he makes a
god: he who a little before was made of earth
himself, and a little after returns to the same out of
which he was taken, when his life, which was lent
him, shall be called for again.
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9. But his care is, not that he shall labor, nor that his
life is short, but he strives with the goldsmiths and
silversmiths: and he endeavors to do like the workers
in brass, and counts it a glory to make vain things.
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10. For his heart is ashes, and his hope vain earth
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and his life more base than clay: Cbal) G j8a
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breathed into him a living spirit.
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12. But he considered our existence an idle game,
and life a festival held for profit, for he says one
must get money anyway one can, even by base
means.
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13. For this man, more than all others, knows that he
sins when he makes from earthy matter fragile
vessels and graven images.
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14. But most foolish, and more miserable than
infants, are all the enemies who oppressed Your
people:
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15. For they thought that all their heathen idols were
gods, though these have neither the use of their eyes
to see with, nor nostrils with which to draw breath,
nor ears with which to hear, nor fingers to feel with,
and their feet are of no use for walking.
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16. For man made them: and he that borrows his
own spirit, fashioned them. For no man can make a
god, which is like himself.
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17. He is mortal, and what he makes with lawless
hands is dead, for he is better than the objects he
worships, since he has life, but they never have.
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18. Moreover, they worship even the most hateful
animals, which are worse than all others, when
judged by their lack of intelligence.
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19. And even as animals, they are not so beautiful in
appearance that one would desire them, but they
have escaped both the praise of God and His
blessing.
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Wisdom 16
16 4aSal)

1. Therefore, those men were worthily punished
through such creatures, and were tormented by a
multitude of animal.
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2. Instead of this punishment, You showed kindness
to Your people, and prepared quails for them to eat,
a delicacy to satisfy the desire of appetite.
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3. In order that those men, when they desired food,
might lose the least remnant of appetite because of
the odious creatures sent to them, while Your
people, after suffering want a short time, might
partake of delicacies.
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4. For it was necessary that upon those oppressors
inevitable destruction should come, while to these it
was merely shown how their enemies were being
tormented.
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5. For when the fierce rage of beasts came upon
these, they were destroyed by the biting of crooked
serpents.
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6. But Your wrath endured not forever, but they
were troubled for a short time for their correction,
having a sign of salvation, to put them in
remembrance of the commandment of Your law.
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7. For he that turned to it, was not healed by that
which he saw, but by You, the Savior of all.
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8. And in this You showed to our enemies, that You
are He who delivers from all evil.
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9. For the biting of locusts, and of flies, killed them,
and there was found no remedy for their life:
because they were worthy to be destroyed by such
things.
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10. But not even the teeth of venomous serpents
overcame Your children: for Your mercy came and
healed them.

dalud) i) Gl agale 685 ald & g3 Lal 10
AR g L8l Slas y oY

11. For they were examined for the remembrance of
Your words, and were quickly healed, lest falling
into deep forgetfulness, they might be deprived of
Your Kindness.
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12. For it was neither herb, nor soothing cream, that
healed them, but Your word, O Lord, which heals all
things.
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13. Foritis You, O Lord, that has power of life and
death, and lead down to the gates of Hades, and
bring back again:
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14. A man in his wickedness kills another, but he
cannot bring back the departed spirit, nor set free the
imprisoned soul:
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15. And it is impossible to escape from Your hand:
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16. For the wicked, refusing to know You, were
scourged by the strength of Your arm, being
persecuted by strange waters, and hail, and rain, and
consumed by fire.
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17. For, most incredible of all, in the water, which
quenches all things, the fire had still greater effect,
for the universe defends the righteous.
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18. At one time the flame was restrained, so that it
might not consume the creatures sent against the
ungodly, but that seeing this they might know that
they were being pursued by the judgment of God.
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19. And at another time even in the midst of water it
burned more intensely than fire, to destroy the crops
of the unrighteous land.
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20. Instead of these things, You fed Your people
with the food of angels, and gave them bread from
heaven, prepared without labor; having in it all that
is delicious, and the sweetness of every taste.
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21. For Your sustenance showed Your sweetness to
Your children, and serving every man’s will, it was
turned to what every man liked.
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22. Snow and ice withstood fire without melting, so
that they might know that the crops of their enemies
were being destroyed by the fire that blazed in the
hail and flashed in the showers of rain.
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23. Whereas the fire, in order that the righteous
might be fed, even forgot its natural power.
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24. For creation, serving You who made it, exerts
itself to punish the unrighteous, and in kindness
relaxes on behalf of those who trust in You.
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25. Therefore even then it was transformed into all
things, and was obedient to Your grace, that
nourishes all, according to the desire of those who
had need.
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26. So that Your children, O Lord, whom you loved,
might know that it is not the growing of fruits that
nourishes men, but Your word preserves them that
believe in You.
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27. For that which could not be destroyed by fire,
being warmed with a little sunbeam, quickly melted
away:
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28. To make it known that one must rise before the
sun to give You thanks, and must pray to You at the
dawning of the light.
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29. For the hope of the unthankful shall melt away
as the winter’s ice, and shall run off as unprofitable
water.
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Wisdom 17
17 4asal)

1. For Your judgments, O Lord, are great, and Your
words cannot be expressed: therefore, undisciplined
souls have erred.
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2. For while the wicked thought to be able to have
dominion over the holy nation, they themselves
being fettered with the bonds of darkness, and a long
night, shut up in their houses, lay there exiled from
the eternal providence.
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3. And while they thought to lie hiding in their
obscure sins, they were scattered under a dark veil of
forgetfulness, being horribly afraid, and troubled
with exceeding great astonishment.
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4. For neither did the den that held them, keep them
from fear: for noises coming down troubled them,
and sad visions appearing to them, frightened them.
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5. And no power of fire could give them light,
neither could the bright flames of the stars enlighten
that horrible night.
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6. But there appeared to them a sudden fire, very
dreadful: and being struck with the fear of that face,
which was not seen, they thought the things, which
they saw to be worse:
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7. And the delusions of their magic art were put
down, and their boasting of wisdom was
reproachfully rebuked.
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8. For they who promised to drive away fears and
troubles from a sick soul, were sick themselves of a
fear worthy to be laughed at.
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9. For though no terrible thing disturbed them: yet
being scared with the passing by of beasts, and
hissing of serpents, they died for fear and denying
that they saw the air, which could by no means be
avoided.
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10. For whereas wickedness is fearful, it bears
witness of its condemnation, for a troubled
conscience always forecasts grievous things.
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11. For fear is nothing but surrender of the helps that
come from reason.
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12. And the inner expectation of help, being weak,
prefers ignorance of what causes the torment.
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13. But they that during that night, in which nothing
could be done, and which came upon them from the
lowest and deepest Hades, slept the same sleep,
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14. Were sometimes battered with the fear of
monsters, sometimes fainted away, their soul failing
them: for a sudden and unlooked for fear was come
upon them.
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15. Moreover, if any of them had fallen down, he
was kept shut up in prison without irons.
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16. For if anyone were a farmer, or a shepherd, or a
laborer in the wilderness, and was suddenly
overtaken, he endured a necessity from which he
could not fly.
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17. For they were all bound together with one chain
of darkness. Whether it were a whistling wind, or the
melodious voice of birds, among the spreading
branches of trees, or a fall of water running down
with violence,
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18. Or the mighty noise of stones tumbling down, or
the running that could not be seen of animals playing
together, or the roaring voice of wild beasts, or a
rebounding echo from the highest mountains: these
things made them to swoon for fear.
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19. For the whole world was enlightened, with a
clear light, and none were hindered in their labors.
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20. But over them only was spread a heavy night, an
image of that darkness which was to come upon
them. But they were to themselves more grievous
than the darkness.
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Wisdom 18
18 4asal)

1. But Your saints had a very great light, and their
enemies heard their voice indeed, but did not see
their shape, and counted them happy for not having
suffered.
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2. And were thankful that Your saints, though
previously wronged, were doing them no harm; and
they begged their pardon for having been at variance
with them.
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3. Therefore, You provided a flaming pillar of fire as
a guide for Your people’s unknown journey, and a
harmless sun for their glorious wandering.
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4. For their enemies deserved to be deprived of light
and imprisoned in darkness, those who had kept
Your sons imprisoned, through whom the
imperishable light of the law was to be given to the
world.
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5. And whereas they thought to kill the babes of the
just: one child being cast forth, and saved to reprove
them, You took away a multitude of their children,
and destroyed them altogether in a mighty water.
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6. That night was made known beforehand to our
fathers, so that they might rejoice in sure knowledge
of the oaths in which they trusted.
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7. So Your people received the salvation of the just,
and destruction of the unjust.
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8. For as You punished the adversaries, so You also
encouraged and glorified us.
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9. For the just children of good men were offering
sacrifice secretly, and they unanimously ordered a
law of justice: that the just should receive both good
and evil alike, singing now the praises of the fathers.
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10. But on the other side, there sounded an ill
according cry of the enemies, and a lamentable
mourning was heard for their children.
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11. And the servant suffered the same punishment as
the master, and a common man suffered in like
manner as the king.
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12. So all alike had innumerable dead, with one kind
of death. Neither were the living sufficient to bury
them: for in one moment the noblest offspring of
them was destroyed.
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13. For though they had disbelieved everything
because of their magic arts, yet, when their first-born
were destroyed, they acknowledged Your people to
be God’s son.
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14. For while all things were in quiet silence, and the
night was in the midst of her course,
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15. Your Almighty word leaped down from heaven
from Your royal throne, as a fierce conqueror into
the midst of the land of destruction,
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16. Carrying the sharp sword of Your authentic
command, and stood and filled all things with death,
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and touched heaven while standing on the earth. wa ¥ e
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18. And one thrown here, another there, half dead,
showed the cause of his death.
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19. For the visions that troubled them foreshowed
these things, lest they should perish, and not know
why they suffered these evils.
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20. But the just also were afterwards touched by an
assault of death, and there was a disturbance of the
multitude in the wilderness: but Your wrath did not
long continue;
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21. For a blameless man made haste to pray for the
people, bringing forth the shield of his ministry,
prayer, and by incense making supplication,
withstood the wrath, and put an end to the calamity,
showing that he was Your servant.

S agleal JaL 4 e Y Mo, Y 21
Jlji:\um Jj'&.\-“‘g 3all SR Lﬁs"‘ AlaAA CM
add ) i Laal) J) 31 g quiard) 2 gld g

22. And he overcame the wrath, not by strength of
body nor with force of arms, but with a word he
subdued him that punished them, alleging the oath
and covenant made with the fathers.
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23. For when the dead had already fallen on one
another in heaps, he intervened and held back the
wrath, and cut off its way to the living.
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24. For upon his long priestly robe the whole world
was depicted, and the glories of the fathers were
engraved on the four rows of stones, and Your
majesty on the diadem upon his head.
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26. To these the destroyer yielded, these he feared;
for merely to test the wrath was enough.
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Wisdom 19
19 4asal)

1. But the wicked was assailed to the end by
merciless, for God knew in advance even their future
actions,

sl ) quiadll agale Eutd () gidlial) Laj 1
,&M\»indﬂ@w&\o‘i‘haJm

2. that, though they themselves had permitted Your
people to depart and hastily sent them forth, they
would change their minds and pursue them.
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3. For while they were yet mourning, and lamenting
at the graves of the dead, they reached another
foolish decision, and pursued as fugitives those
whom they had begged and compelled to depart.
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4. For the fate they deserved drew them on to this
end, and made them forget what had happened, in
order that they might fill up the punishment, which
their torments still lacked.
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5. And that Your people might wonderfully pass
through, but they might meet a strange death.
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6. For the whole creation in its nature was fashioned
anew, complying with Your commands, that Your
children might be kept unharmed.
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7. The cloud was seen overshadowing the camp, and
dry land emerging where water had stood before, an
unhindered way out of the Red Sea, and a grassy
plain out of the raging waves,
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8. where those protected by Your hand passed
through as one nation, after gazing on marvelous
wonders.
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9. For they fed on their food like horses, and they
skipped like lambs, praising You, O Lord, who had
delivered them.
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10. For they were yet mindful of those things which
had been done in the time of their sojourning, how
the ground brought forth flies instead of cattle, and
how the river cast up a multitude of frogs instead of
fish.

G Al GBS tagtn S (A g le Ga 83 10
SN G2l g ) gaad) cu e Y L) (Y
Al age galal e an

11. And at length, they saw a new generation of
birds, when being led by their appetite, they asked
for delicate meats.
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12. For to satisfy their desire, the quail came up to
them from the sea: and punishments came upon the
sinners, not without foregoing signs by the force of
thunders: for they suffered justly according to their
own wickedness.
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13. For they practiced a more bitter hatred of
strangers. Others had refused to receive strangers
when they came to them, but these made slaves of
guests who were their benefactors.
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14. And not only so, but punishment of some sort
will come upon the former for their hostile reception
of strangers.
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15. But the latter, after receiving them with festal
celebrations, afflicted with terrible sufferings those
who had already shared the same rights.
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16. They were stricken also with loss of sight -- just
as were those at the door of the righteous man --
when, surrounded by yawning darkness, each tried
to find the way through his own door.
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17. For while the elements are changed in
themselves, as in an instrument the sound of the
quality is changed, yet all keep their sound: which
may clearly be perceived by the very sight.
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18. For the things of the land were turned into things
of the water: and the things that before swam in the
water moved over the land.
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19. Fire even in water retained its normal power, and
water forgot its fire-quenching nature.
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20. Flames, on the contrary, failed to consume the
flesh of perishable creatures that walked among
them, nor did they melt the crystalline, easily melted
kind of heavenly food. For in everything, O Lord,
You have exalted and glorified Your people; and
You have not neglected to help them at all times and
in all places.
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