Calculating the Date for the Feast of Resurrection (Easter)
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Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

To calculate the date For The Feast of Resurrection,
the following three conditions must be followed:
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1. It must be on Sunday since the Lord of Glory rose
on Sunday according to the Scriptures:

Matthew 28: 1

Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week
began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
came to see the tomb.

Mark 16: 9

Now when He rose early on the first day of the week,
He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He
had cast seven demons.

Luke 24: 1

Now on the first day of the week, very early in the
morning, they, and certain other women with them,
came to the tomb bringing the spices, which they had
prepared.

John 20: 1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went
to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that
the stone had been taken away from the tomb.
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2. It must be after the Jewish Passover since
Resurrection happened after Passover; as it is
written:

John 19: 14-15

Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and
about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, “Behold
your King!” But they cried out, “Away with Him, away
with Him! Crucify Him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I
crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We
have no king but Caesar!”
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3. It must be after the Spring start time (March 21)
because the Passover is tied to the Jewish Harvest
since the people used to “bring a sheaf of the
firstfruits of your harvest” and celebrate the “Feast
of Unleavened Bread” and after seven Sabbaths, they
celebrate the Feast of Fifty Days (Pentecost); as it is
written:

Leviticus 23:

5 On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight is
the Lord’s Passover.

6 And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the
Feast of Unleavened Bread to the Lord; seven days you
must eat unleavened bread.

7 On the first day you shall have a holy convocation;
you shall do no customary work on it.

8 But you shall offer an offering made by fire to the
Lord for seven days. The seventh day shall be a holy
convocation; you shall do no customary work on it.

9 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

10 Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:
‘When you come into the land, which I give to you, and
reap its harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf of the first-
fruits of your harvest to the priest.

15 And you shall count for yourselves from the day after
the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the sheaf of
the wave offering: seven Sabbaths shall be completed.
16 Count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath;
then you shall offer a new grain offering to the Lord.
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An Important Note For 2017

It is not necessary to celebrate Passover on Friday of
every year, forcing the celebration of the Feast of
Resurrection two days after. Sometimes, Passover
comes on Saturday or any other day of the week.

For example, the Jews changed the date of Passover
from Friday to Saturday in the year 34 AD to be able to
crucify the Lord Jesus, forgetting the fact that:
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This was clear in the Book of John where it is written:

“Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and
about the sixth hour. And he said to the Jews, ‘Behold
your King!’” (John 19: 14)
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The word “Preparation” shows that they celebrated the
Passover on Saturday, not Friday; as clearly stated in the
following verse:

“Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that
the bodies should not remain on the cross on the
Sabbath for that Sabbath was a high day, the Jews
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away” (John 19: 31)
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And the words “high day” were used here because
FIRST they always honor the Sabbath according to the
Fourth Commandment and SECOND it was the
Passover.
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Therefore, this year of 2017, we find that the Passover,
Pesach, Nisan 15, 5777, according to the Jewish
Calendar, is celebrated on Tuesday, April 11, 2017.
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Now, according to the three rules mentioned above and
the Apakty (Remainder) calculation [it was developed
by Ptolemeus Farmawy and named after Pope
Demetrius, patriarch of the Coptic Church at that time. It
was also endorsed by the first Ecumenical Council
convened at Nicaea, in 325 AD], then we celebrate the
Feast of Resurrection this year not on the 29" of
Baramhat, but on Sunday, April 16, 2017, which is the
8" of Baramouda, 1733, of the Coptic calendar.
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http://st-takla.org/Coptic-Faith-Creed-Dogma/Coptic-Rite-n-Ritual-Taks-Al-Kanisa/07-Jesus-Mastery-Feast__Anba-Benyameen/Rites-of-Coptic-Small-n-Big-Mastery-Feasts_034-Eid-Ahad-El-Za3af-Theologically-n-Spiritually.html
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http://st-takla.org/Coptic-Faith-Creed-Dogma/Coptic-Rite-n-Ritual-Taks-Al-Kanisa/Dictionary-of-Coptic-Ritual-Terms/1-Coptic-Terminology_Alef/Abakty__Coptic-Calendar.html
http://st-takla.org/
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/Synexarium-or-Synexarion-index.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/08-Bermodah/01-Bermodah.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/08-Bermodah/23-Bermodah.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/El-Seneksar-or-Sanaksar-08-Bermouda.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/07-Baramhat/25-Baramhat.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/07-Baramhat/30-Baramhat.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/El-Seneksar-or-Sanaksar-07-Bramhat.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/08-Bermodah/17-Bermodah.html
http://st-takla.org/Full-Free-Coptic-Books/Synaxarium-or-Synaxarion/08-Bermodah/22-Bermodah.html

Spring

Year I:u”AstronomicaIGregorian Julian| Jewish
M Easter Easter|Easter|Passover
oon
2001 Aprg April 15| April 15 Ap;'s' April 8
2002fM3 N March 31| March 31{May 5| ™Mareh
28 28
2003 AP Aprit 20 Aprit 200 AP April 17
16 27
2004 Aprg April 11| April 11 Ap;'l' April 6
2005 Marcz;g March 27| March 27|May 1| April 24
2006] AP Aprit 16| Aprit 16| AP April 13
13 23
2007 Apr'z' April 8| April 8 Ap”8' April 3
2008]""S|  March 23 March 23 “PI1 April 20
2009 Aprg April 12| April 12 Ap;'g' April 9
March i .| Aprill March
2010 30 April 4]  April 4 4 30
April : : April :
2011 18 April 24| April 24 24 April 19
2012 Apr|6I April 8  April 8 Ang April 7
2013M3N  March 31| March 31{May 5| ™Mareh
27 26
201a] AP aprit 20 April 20f AP April 15
15 20
2015 Ap”i April 5| April 5 Ap;'z' April 4
2016 Margg March 27| March 27|May 1| April 23
2017| AP aprit1e] April 16| AP April 11
11 16
March . .1 .| Aprill March
2018 31 April 1  April 1 3 31



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julian_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passover

2019 March March 24| April 21 April April 20
21 28
2020] APl Aprit 12| April 12{ APTI| April 9
March . . March
2021 28 April 4  April 4|May 2 28
&l

s 68 )Y Adail) Al (puiha
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1. N "Homily on the Pascha". Kerux (Northwest Theological Seminary).
http://www.kerux.com/documents/KeruxV4N1Al.asp. Retrieved 28 March 2007.
2. N Cheslyn Jones, Geoffrey Wainwright, Edward Yarnold, and Paul Bradshaw,
Eds., The Study of Liturgy, Revised Edition, Oxford University Press, New York, 1992, p.
474.
3. N Cheslyn Jones, Geoffrey Wainwright, Edward Yarnold, and Paul Bradshaw,
Eds., The Study of Liturgy, Revised Edition, Oxford University Press, New York, 1992, p.
459:"[Easter] is the only feast of the Christian Year that can plausibly claim to go back to
apostolic times...[It] must derive from a time when Jewish influence was
effective....because it depends on the lunar calendar (every other feast depends on the
solar calendar)."”
4, N Socrates, Church History, 5.22, in Schaff, Philip (13 July 2005). "The Author’s
Views respecting the Celebration of Easter, Baptism, Fasting, Marriage, the Eucharist,
and Other Ecclesiastical Rites.". Socrates and Sozomenus Ecclesiastical Histories. Calvin
College Christian Classics Ethereal Library.
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf202.ii.viii.xxiii.ntml. Retrieved 28 March 2007.
5. N Eusebius, Church History 5.23.
6. ~ Socrates, Church History, 6.11, at Schaff, Philip (13 July 2005). "Of Severian
and Antiochus: their Disagreement from John.". Socrates and Sozomenus Ecclesiastical
Histories. Calvin College Christian Classics Ethereal Library.
http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf202.ii.ix.xii.html. Retrieved 28 March 2009.
7. N Socrates, Church History 7.29, at Schaff, Philip (13 July 2005). "Nestorius of
Antioch promoted to the See of Constantinople. His Persecution of the Heretics.".
Socrates and Sozomenus Ecclesiastical Histories. Calvin College Christian Classics
Ethereal Library. http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf202.ii.x.xxix.html. Retrieved 28
March 2009.
8. N Eusebius, Church History, 7.32.
9. M Peter of Alexandria, quoted in the Chronicon Paschale. In Alexander Roberts
and James Donaldson, eds., Ante-Nicene Christian Library, Volume 14: The Writings of
Methodius, Alexander of Lycopolis, Peter of Alexandria, And Several Fragments,
Edinburgh, 1869, p. 326, at Donaldson, Alexander (1 June 2005). "That Up to the Time
of the Destruction of Jerusalem, the Jews Rightly Appointed the Fourteenth Day of the
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First Lunar Month.". Gregory Thaumaturgus, Dionysius the Great, Julius Africanus,
Anatolius and Minor Writers, Methodius, Arnobius. Calvin College Christian Classics
Ethereal Library. http://www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/anf06.ix.vi.v.html. Retrieved 28 March
20009.

10.  ~ MS Verona, Biblioteca Capitolare LX(58) folios 79v—80v.

11.  ”~ Sacha Stern, Calendar and Community: A History of the Jewish Calendar
Second Century BCE - Tenth Century CE, Oxford, 2001, pp. 124-132.

12. ™ Eusebius reports that Dionysius, Bishop of Alexandria, proposed an 8-year
Easter cycle, and quotes a letter from Anatolius, Bishop of Laodicea, that refers to a 19-
year cycle. Eusebius, Church History, 7.20, 7.31. An 8-year cycle has been found
inscribed on a statue unearthed in Rome in the 17th century, dated to the third century.
Allen Brent, Hippolytus and the Roman Church in the Third Century, Leiden, E.J. Brill,
1995.

13. ™ Epiphanius, Adversus Haereses Heresy 70, 10,1, in Frank Williams, The
Panarion of Epiphanius of Salamis Books Il and 11, Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1994, p. 412. Also
quoted in Margaret Dunlop Gibson, The Didascalia Apostolorum in Syriac, London,
1903, p. vii.

14. ™ Eusebius, Life of Constantine, 3.18, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-
Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, Volume 14: The Seven
Ecumenical Councils, Eerdmans, 1956, p. 54.

15.  ”~ Sacha Stern, Calendar and Community: A History of the Jewish Calendar
Second Century BCE - Tenth Century CE, Oxford, 2001, pp. 72-79.

16. 2 Apostolic Canon 7: If any bishop, presbyter, or deacon shall celebrate the holy
day of Easter before the vernal equinox with the Jews, let him be deposed. A Select
Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series,
Volume 14: The Seven Ecumenical Councils, Eerdmans, 1956, p. 594,

17. St John Chrysostom, "Against those who keep the first Passover”, in Saint John
Chrysostom: Discourses against Judaizing Christians, translated by Paul W. Harkins,
Washington, D.C., 1979, p. 47ff.

18. 2~ S. Liebermann, "Palestine in the 3rd and 4rh Centuries", Jewish Quarterly
Review (New Series), 36, p. 334 (1946).

19. 2 S. Safrai, "From the Roman Anarchy Until the Abolition of the Patriarchate", in
H. H. Ben-Sasson, ed., A History of the Jewish People, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, 1969 (English trans. 1976), p. 350.

20.  ~ Amnon Linder, The Jews in Roman Imperial Legislation, Wayne State
University Press, Detroit, 1987. Linder presents only one piece of legislation from the
time of Constantine Il and one from the time of Constantius Il dealing with Jewish
matters. Neither has anything do do with the Jewish calendar.

21. ™ Procopius, Secret History 28.16-19.

22. " Sacha Stern, Calendar and Community: A History of the Jewish Calendar
Second Century BCE-Tenth Century CE, Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001, pp. 85-
87.
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23. 2 Justinian's Novel 146 of A.D. 553 does, however, forbid public reading of the
deuterosis, (probably the Mishnah) or expounding of its doctrines. Amnon Linder, The
Jews in Roman Imperial Legislation, pp. 402-411.

24. N The Date of Easter. Article from United States Naval Observatory (27 March
2007).

25. 2 "The Church in Malankara switched entirely to the Gregorian calendar in 1953,
following Encyclical No. 620 from Patriarch Mor Ignatius Aphrem I, dt. December
1952." Calendars of the Syriac Orthodox Church. Retrieved 22 April 2009

26.  ~ Epiphanius, Adversus Haereses, Heresy 69, 11,1, in Willams, F. (1994). The
Panarion of Epiphianus of Salamis Books Il and Il1. Leiden: E.J. Brill. p. 331.

27. ™ Mosshammer, Alden A. (2008). The Easter Computus and the Origins of the
Christian Era. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 239-244. ISBN 978-0-19-954312-0.
28. " Holford-Strevens, Leofranc, and Blackburn, Bonnie (1999). The Oxford
Companion to the Year. Oxford: Oxford University Press. pp. 808-809. ISBN 0-19-
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