God’s Compassion
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Fr. Jacob Nadian

Important:
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted

worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to
stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36)
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God’s nature is full of compassion; as mentioned in so
many places in the Bible. He always shows His
compassion to all His creation.

As for man, sadly their nature is full of forgetfulness,
when it comes to God’s gifts. Simply because we are
always busy with what we want and what we need to
satisfy our pleasures.
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God shows His compassion in the difficult times of our
temptation:

“No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow
you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you
may be able to bear it” (1 Corinthians 10: 13)
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We see God’s compassion for the weeping of the
widow of Nain’

“When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and
said to her: Do not weep” (Luke 7: 13)
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We also see His compassion for the lost sheep:

“But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd” (Matthew 9: 36)
“And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude and
was moved with compassion for them, because they were
like sheep not having a shepherd. So He began to teach
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“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease
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among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He
was moved with compassion for them, because they were
weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd”
(Matthew 9: 35-36)

“So Jesus had compassion and touched their eyes. And
immediately their eyes received sight, and they followed
Him” (Matthew 20: 34)

“Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling
down to Him and saying to Him, ‘If You are willing, You
can make me clean.” Then Jesus, moved with compassion,
stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him,
‘I am willing; be cleansed’” (Mark 1: 40-41)
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We also see His compassion for the weakness of our
body and its need for food:

“And when Jesus went out, He saw a great multitude; and
He was moved with compassion for them, and healed
their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to
Him, saying, ‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is
already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go
into the villages and buy themselves food.” But Jesus said
to them, ‘They do not need to go away. You give them
something to eat.” And they said to Him, ‘We have here
only five loaves and two fish.” He said, ‘Bring them here
to Me.” Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down
on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two
fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and
gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to
the multitudes. So they all ate and were filled, and they
took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that
remained. Now those who had eaten were about five
thousand men, besides women and children” (Matthew
14: 14-21)
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God teaches us to have compassion on our neighbors
and serve them; as the Good Samaritan did:

“But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he
was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and
wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the
innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when | come again, | will
repay you’” (Luke 10: 33-35)

A S ) ) Ulaley (liad) (i g
(5 abead) J2d LaS g il g o 81 pad g
rdlual)

oy Laly 4ol sl | jdlusa Ly pabus (81"
Wle cua g 4dlal o dauag paiid ¢yind
oV 4 g Ay e A4Sl g T el g L)
T e Ll Bl g 4y Slis) g jaid
Al 8y (aidl) calal Laatlas) g o jlisa
S5 Aind S Bl Laga g 43 (50
(35-33:10 &g} "l

God teaches us to have compassion on the weak who
may leave their father’s house by their free will, but
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return back repenting:

“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was
still a great way off, his father saw him and had
compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him”
(Luke 15: 20)
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God taught us this kind of compassion in the parable
that He said:

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. And
when he had begun to settle accounts, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was
not able to pay, his master commanded that he be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and that
payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before
him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will
pay you all.” Then the master of that servant was moved
with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow
servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and he laid
hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay me
what you owe!” So his fellow servant fell down at his feet
and begged him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and |
will pay you all.” And he would not, but went and threw
him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his
fellow servants saw what had been done, they were very
grieved, and came and told their master all that had been
done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to
him, “You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt
because you begged me. Should you not also have had
compassion on your fellow servant, just as | had pity on
you?’ And his master was angry, and delivered him to the
torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. So
My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you,
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses”
(Matthew 18: 23-35)
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God also explained that same meaning of this parable
during dinner, at the house of Matthew the Tax
Collector:

“When Jesus heard that, He said to them: Those who are
well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.
But go and learn what this means: ‘| desire mercy and not
sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 9: 23-12-13)
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Similarly, God entered the house of Zacchaeus, the
chief tax collector, and rejoiced for his repentance:
“And Jesus said to him: Today salvation has come to this
house, because he also is a son of Abraham” (Luke 19: 9)
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God knows our weakness and therefore, He shows His
compassion through His grace that works in us; as St.
Paul said:

“But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace
toward me was not in vain; but | labored more abundantly
than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God, which was
with me.
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And the grace of God is also in the blessing that the
priest gives, according to the teaching of the Bible:
“God be merciful to us and bless us. And cause His face
to shine upon us” (Psalm 67: 1)

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you,
that you, always having all sufficiency in all things, may
have an abundance for every good work” (2 Corinthians
9:8)
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God’s compassion also manifests when we give, for He
pours on us abundantly and without measures:
“‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may
be food in My house, and try Me now in this,” Says The
Lord of hosts, ‘If | will not open for you the windows of
heaven and pour out for you such blessing that there will
not be room enough to receive it” (Malachi 3: 10)
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God’s compassion also appears in His gentle feelings
toward those who labor:

“And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, |
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of
these My brethren, you did it to Me’” (Matthew 25: 40)
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God explains this saying:

“For I was hungry and you gave Me food; | was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; | was a stranger and you took Me
in; 1 was naked and you clothed Me; | was sick and you
visited Me; | was in prison and you came to Me”
(Matthew 25: 35-36)
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This commandment means that we must have feelings
for our brethren the needy and have compassion on
them; as God always have compassion on us:

“He has made His wonderful works to be remembered;
The Lord is gracious and_full of compassion” (Psalm 111:
4)
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“Unto the upright there arises light in the darkness; He is
gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous” (Psalm
112: 4)

“The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, slow to
anger and great in mercy” (Psalm 145: 8)
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Finally, Many of those who died wish to come
back earth and live for just one hour to have
mercy and compassion on their brethren so
they can get some mercy and compassion over
there. How about you? You are still alive! So,
please:
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“Do not be haughty, but fear” (Romans 11: 20)
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