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Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 10

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In‘this part, I will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is fullfefikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
Here, | will discuss more false claims about
violence in the Old Testament as commanded by
God of the Old Testament. | will address all these
claims with its right understanding; as the Lord of
Glory commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

The Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy contain 613 laws that God reportedly gave
to the Israelites, most often through Moses. These laws

cover a broad range of issues, including agriculture,
slavery, sexual behavior, war, and worship, to name but a
few. Many of these laws simply state what people should
or should not do without specifying what happens to
lawbreakers. Certain laws, however, do indicate what
should be done when infractions occur. While some of
these consequences are quite reasonable—such as
requiring a thief to make restitution for stolen goods—
others seem difficult; as sentencing an offender to die for
his or her misdeeds.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 11:

In the book of Exedus, as God is pouring out plagues
designed to deliver Israel from Egyptian bondage and to
display God'’s greatness, God repeatedly hardens Pharaoh’s
heart. For example, after the sixth of ten plagues, we read,

“But the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and he
would not listen to them [Moses and Aaron], just as the
Lord had spoken to Moses” (Exodus 9:12)

This hard heart strengthens Pharaoh’s resolve to keep the
Israelites under his control as he refuses to let them go
despite the increasing severity of the plagues on his land.
Why would God do this?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 11:

When God said that He “hardened the heart of Pharaoh”, it means
God left Pharaoh’s heart as hard as it is already. God could have
softened his heart, but God permitted him to exercise his free as

his family did over 430 years and killed thousands of the Israelites,
including children; as it happened during the birth of Moses. God
used the actions of this hard heart for the goodness of His people
so they would always remember how He delivered them with “His

mighty hand and His outstretched arm” (Deuteronomy 11:2).

This is exactly what Joseph said when his brothers sold him as a
slave and later feared his punishment for their evil deed:
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many
people alive” (Genesis 50:20)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 12:
The Ten Plagues of Egypt

Critics attack God of the Old Testament for inflicting
ten violent plagues on Egypt and the Egyptians to the
extent of killing their first born and their animals. Why

would God kill innocent creatures, they ask!
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 12:

What critics do not know is that the ten plagues were directed at the
powers of the Egyptian deities; as God said:

“For | will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all
the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the

gods of Egypt | will execute judgment; | am The Lord” (Exodus 12:12)

The plagues were directed at the Egyptian idols to show their weakness
against the real God and the futility of resisting His will. The plagues also
showed His mercey, being tailored to disrupt and humiliate the worship of
their pagan deities without causing loss of human life until the final
plague, which occurred only after God had given them all repenting
chances possible.
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 12:
Understanding The Ten Plagues of Egypt

. The first plague, turning water into blood, revealed the weakness of

Khnum, the guardian of the river, Hapi, the spirit of the Nile, and
Osiris, whose blood was the Nile.

. The second plague, the frogs, revealed the weakness of Hapi and

Heket, who were symbolized by frogs and were related to Egyptian
fertility rites.

. The third plague, that of lice, revealed the weakness of Seb, the

earth god.

. The fourth plague, that of flies, revealed the weakness of Uatchit, the

god of flies.

. The fifth plague, the disease on cattle, revealed the weakness of

Ptah, Mnevis, Hathor, and Amon, Egyptian gods associated with bulls
and cows.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

6.

7.

8.

9.

REPLY 12:
Understanding The Ten Plagues of Egypt

The sixth plague, the plague of boils, revealed the weakness of
Sekhmet, the goddess of epidemics, and Imhotep, the god of healing.
The seventh plague, the hail mixed with fire, revealed the weakness
of Nut, the sky goddess, Isis and Seth, Egyptian agricultural deities,
and Shu, the god of the atmosphere, weather, and sky.

The eighth plague, the swarms of locusts, revealed the weakness of
Serapia, the deity who was to protect Egypt from locusts.

The ninth plague, that of darkness, revealed the weakness of Amon-
Ra, Aten, Atum, and Horus, all of who were related to the sun.

10. Finally, the tenth plague, the death of the firstborn sons of Egypt,

revealed the weakness of Pharaoh himself, who was worshiped as a
deity in Eqypt. It also revealed the weakness of the gods of life Ra,

Isis and Isouris, who were related to the of life of the Egyptians.
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 13:
Mass Killing of Egyptians
Bible critics calls God to be killing large groups of
people from what is recorded in the first half of the
Book of Exodus, where God devastates Egypt through
drowning the Egyptian army in the Red Sea; after a
series of ten plagues that we discussed earlier.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 13:

“‘Now it came to pass, in the morning watch, that The Lord
looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of
fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. And
He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove them with
difficulty; and the Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the face of
Israel, for the Lord fights for them against the Egyptians.’ Then
the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, that
the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots,
and on their horsemen.’ And Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to its
full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the Lord
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea”
(Exodus 14:24-27)




of the Old Testament?

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 13:
Let’s read what the Scripture says:

“Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the
horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the
sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. But
the children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of
the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right
hand and on their left. So the Lord saved Israel that day out
of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians

dead on the seashore. Thus Israel saw the great work which
the Lord had done in Egypt; so the people feared The Lord,
and believed The Lord and His servant Moses”
(Exodus 14:28-31)
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 13:

“Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to The Lord, and
spoke, saying: | will sing to the Lord, for He has triumphed gloriously! The
horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength
and song, and He has become my salvation; He is my God, and | will
praise Him; My father’s God, and | will exalt Him. The Lord is a man of
war; The Lord is His name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast
into the sea; his chosen captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. The
depths have covered them; they sank to the bottom like a stone. Your righ
hand, O Lord, has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O Lord, has
dashed the enemy in pieces. And in the greatness of Your excellence You
have overthrown those who rose against You; You sent forth Your wrath; It
consumed them like stubble. And with the blast of Your nostrils, the waters
were gathered together; the floods stood upright like a heap; the depths
congealed in the heart of the sea” (Exodus 15:1-8)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 13:
If thereis any lesson at all in the sad tale of Pharaoh in Exodus 1-14, it
is that:
“Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall”
(Proverbs 16:18)

Nevertheless, it seems from various Scriptures in Exodus and other texts
dealing with the Israelite exodus from Egypt that it was never God’s
intention to break Pharaoh or destroy Egypt. Instead, God wanted
Pharaoh to recognize His sovereignty over all things.

Despite God’s warnings to Pharaoh and repeated signs that God wanted
Pharaoh to let the Israelites go, Pharaoh continued to disregard God'’s
warnings. All what God wanted was:

“And the Egyptians shall know that | am The Lord, when | stretch out My
hand on Egypt and bring out the children of Israel from among them”
(Exodus 7:5)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 13:

First: Let's remember that Pharaoh had been warned ten times already

to let God’s people go, yet by sending his army after Israel, Pharaoh
revealed that he still had not learned. He still could not let go. He still
persisted in rebellion against God; as the Scripture says:

“Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people had fled, and the heart
of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they
said, ‘Why have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving

us?’ So he made ready his chariot and took his people with him. Also, he

took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Eqypt with
captains over every one of them. And The Lord hardened the heart of

Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the children of Israel; and the

children of Israel went out with boldness. So the Eqyptians pursued
them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his
army, and overtook them camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before

Baal Zephon” (Exodus 14: 5 - 9)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 13:
Second: God warned Pharaoh and his army by physically showing and moving his
angel and the pillar of cloud between the Israelites and the Egyptians, in an effort to
turn them back safely:

“And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. So it came
between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and
darkness to the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the one did not come
near the other all that night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and The
Lord caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, and made the sea
into dry land, and the waters were divided. So the children of Israel went into the midst
of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and
on their left. And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the sea,
all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. Now it came to pass, in the
morning watch, that The Lord looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the
pillar of fire and cloud, and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. And He took off their
chariot wheels, so that they drove them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, ‘Let us
flee from the face of Israel, for The Lord fights for them against the Egyptians”
(Exodus 14: 19 — 25)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

113 2,0
alal a8 54 el Ja Dalall 5kl U5 e 8 A Jda 1Ll
G oSenall G AU ddaa g laal) 3 gas 9 (il o)

Glad) 3 gas JEL) g abp) g9 g Juil el JSue ala) ilaad) Al DDl JailE"™
by Syl S g G pall S G JA8 ) g g g agalal (e
bl e dag,Jalll JS D LN 13 gy alh Jll) plial g aBUAY g el
Ay sl Jaan g Jall) S B0 48 58 e Al ) g a8 el e
ol U plallg Al o al) baag A ) el 5l JA0E g lal) (gl g

O3S 2 i auad cabel g | slha g O g aal) agaiy ab jbes (8 5 agieas O

S ) @l &) raal) @ (A Sy el iy ) Adlu B9 ASLS 1

Sipliy mraadl Sue ze )y clad) 9 Ul dgae B G paal) S

S Gl Y ) gl (o g 1 g el JUBB ALES) W gl s gL e

(25 — 19 :14 z oA) "agls G paal)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 13:

The Red Sea crossing was not a trap set by God for Pharaoh, but was a
form of deliverance for God’s people Israel, and Egypt, in their rebellion,
tried to use God'’s protection as a method by which to destroy.

As a result, destruction came upon Egypt instead.

But it is critical to note that even prior to destruction falling upon the
Egyptian army, God attempted to deliver and turn the army back so as to
avoid the devastating consequences of their sin.

In Exodus 14:23-25, after the Egyptian army had followed the Israelites
into the Red Sea, the Scripture says that God sought to turn the
Egyptian army back by bringing trouble upon them. He caused the
chariot wheels to fall off, and brought confusion among the ranks.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

13 2
C,Lsmj‘C,#meghmmg.am%ﬁmyuyoggg
Al 29 (95 8 JUS g g (e A Al g iy 4y 9 et A

Jaa g D) (e (g pmaal) laad) S &) A1) a8 gl Of (Sage 819
PR ladg phalis (o agela Y T sl JS daal g cladle

A b ol ) ) o paal f 223 25 — 23 114 g oA b Siad
alal Ci g8 gl) (3a ok jda g b Sy paall S @ 3lg dlf ald ¢ jaal)
1) gaa g alg I slinty al Lalg dsd

O Syl (o QUGS 10 pall (U8 ATHE, W Bl s agilS e Sy pIA
(25 :14 £.553) "ais Ol Sy o1




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 13:

It appears that through such actions, God was trying to warn the
Egyptian army that destruction was about to fall upon their heads, and
they should turn back while they still had time.

The Egyptian army received the message loud and clear, and in fact, did
attempt to turn back. Exodus 14:25 says that they sought to flee from the
face of Israel. They stopped pursuing Israel through the Red Sea and
turned back toward the shore from which they had come.

It seems that while God’s protection was upon Israel, it was too late for
the Egyptian army because of their continued refusal to heed God'’s
warnings and submit to God’s sovereignty.

Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 13:

To summarize, God’s action in the miraculous Red Sea crossing
was not in drowning the Egyptian army, but in holding back the
waters for Israel as they passed through on dry land.

God’s actions were for deliverance and protection first from the
invading army and second from the drowning waters. Though God
did not desire that the Egyptian army be Killed, their refusal to
repent and refusal to abide by their promise to let Israel go meant
that they had departed from God’s hand of protection.

So once the Egyptian army stepped foot into the Red Sea, and due
to their sin and rebellion, they led themselves into destruction.

Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

From the above examples, we see a distinct pattern
emerging from the judgments brought by God upon
various peoples:
% God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp
out a cancer.

% The judgments are for public recognition of extreme
sin.

+ Judgment Is preceded by warning and/or long periods
of exposure to the truth and time to repent.

s Remember how parents, teachers, government and
even countries send instructions and/or warning before
applying any type of punishment or rewards.

Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

This is what God did from day one of creation and to the end.
Remember what the Lord said:

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed,
keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has
committed shall be remembered against him; because of the
righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according
to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezekiel 18:21-24)
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

“ Any and all ‘innocent’ adults are given a way of escape with
their families; sometimes all given a way to avoid judgment
via repentance or leaving a particular region. It should also
be noted that expulsion from a land was the most common
judgment, not extermination.

This pattern goes all the way back to the ejection of Adam

and Eve from the Garden of Eden: “So He drove out the

man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way,

to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).

% Someone is almost always saved (redeemed) from the evil
culture.




Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)

Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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