Comparative Religion

Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 11

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In‘this part, I will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is fullfefikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
Here, | will discuss more false claims about
violence in the Old Testament as commanded by
God of the Old Testament. | will address all these
claims with its right understanding; as the Lord of
Glory commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 14:

David’s “Sinful” Census

According to 2 Samuel 24:15, seventy thousand Israelites die
from a divinely initiated plague. Such an enormous death toll
inevitably causes one to wonder what terrible evil these
people had done to incur such divine wrath. Was it idolatry,
adultery, or social injustice? Not according to 2 Samuel 24.
Instead, this lethal plague resulted from a census taken by
David. But why? What is wrong with taking a census,
especially given the fact that this particular census was
authorized by God?




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who is God of the Old Testament?
Reply 14:
Let’s read this verse carefully:

“Again the anger of The Lord was aroused against Israel,
and He moved David against them to say: Go, number
Israel and Judah” (2 Samuel 24:1)

Here we see the answer. You know the anger of the Lord is
always for one reason: sin of the people that could distance
them away from Him eternally. God loves people so much
(John 3:16), and therefore He uses so many ways to keep
people away from sin to be holy and live with the Holy One in
heaven forever.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
Reply 14:

One more thing that people ignore and do not realize. Let's
read the following Scripture:

“Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to
number Israel” (1 Chronicles 21:1)

Now, these two verses tell us that God permitted David to
number the people because they followed Satan and
committed terrible sins. This caused God to get angry at
Israel.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

114 2,0 '

Ol el pan) g Gl 13U 318 agale ZLAL (Juil il Ao cll quiad and dle "
(1 :24 Juigaa 2) " 3sgas

) g el g g (utlal) QUSH A A ge 83 et JS g il el Ao quiand) 138
Q) Blall (1 agaad (Al duladl) g Jll 8 agilbag ) o (alil) 22y b g Lt
Al Bla oa aga dxllay Le JS g pddl Gy ) 4l Gl Y L gy A1) Al g

Y oda ga g A Adalaty AT af Sl g
(1121 1 1) "Gl oansd 2513 (5 9815 Sl ol 2ua Gl g™

slaa) Ao é\g‘dubﬁdﬁjd{l‘ﬂ!Mﬁjom‘aidgscﬂaﬁy‘ oda g
Ol pan oA gl g codl) Cualil dle zlaw ¢ B ke OIS Al 2DIS I8 Car )




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
Reply 14:

But why did God permit Satan to move David causing God’s
anger?
1. Sins of the Israelites that were similar to the sins of the
surrounding nations, as we discussed earlier.

2. David’s pride of defeating powerful rulers with his strong
army and leadership. One simple proof is that Joab warned
David against committing this sin (2 Samuel 24:3), but David

insisted (2 Samuel 24:4).

3. If God left David and Israel to this sinful pride, they all could
have perished. But God wanted them to repent to heal them:
“I will heal their backsliding, | will love them freely, for My
anger has turned away from him” (Hosea 14:4)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 14:

4. If it wasn’t God’s plan to save His people, David could have
rejoiced and praised God; as he used to do. Instead,
immediately after David’s order of counting his people, the
Scripture says:

“And David’s heart condemned him after he had numbered
the people. So David said to The Lord: | have sinned greatly in
what | have done; but now, | pray, O Lord, take away the
iniquity of Your servant, for | have done very foolishly”

(2 Samuel 24:10)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 14:

5. David sinfully felt that the secret of his power is in the number and
strength of valiant men fighting for him, forgetting that one day he was
just a young man and a shepherd. He forgot that God is the One who
gave him the kingdom and the strength. A simple proof is the number of
people that Joab brought to him:

“Then Joab gave the sum of the number of the people to the king. And
there were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men who drew the
sword, and the men of Judah were five hundred thousand men”

(2 Samuel 24:9)

Therefore, the order of killing was for men only; as it is written:
“So The Lord sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the
appointed time. From Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the
people died” (2 Samuel 24:15)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 14:

6. The discussion above show that David wanted to show off his
greatness. A simple proof that he knowingly committed this sin is
his prayer to receive the plague only upon himself:

“Then David spoke to The Lord when he saw the angel who was
striking the people, and said, ‘Surely | have sinned, and | have
done wickedly; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your
hand, | pray, be against me and against my father’s house™ (2
Samuel 24:9)

7. However, our loving God who search the heart and mind knows
that not only David committed the sin of pride, but also the
Israelites. Remember when David committed the sin against Uriah
the Hittite! God only punished David, not the people.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 15:
Uzzah and the Ark of Covenant
Another portrayal of God as instant executioner appears in 2
Samuel 6:1-8 (see also 1 Chronicles 13:1-11). In a politically
savvy move, King David decides to bring the Ark of Covenant,
Israel’s most sacred symbol of God’s presence, to Jerusalem.
This move is designed to centralize David’s political and
religious interests. As the Ark is being transported on a cart,
something terrifying happened:

“And when they came to Nachon's threshing floor, Uzzah
put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for
the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was
aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his
error; and he died there by the ark of God” (2 Samuel 6:6-7)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

15 sle Y

algagh aldg L8l cpidE Juil pel u-‘n Omdiial) asan Lyl 3908 aan g™

) Cigils LA (e | ginadd 13 54 Aay (e Ara 1) i) aran g 9B

15808 ang Sl o (ulladl dgial) oy anl’ anlil dile o (51
O AasY) (A 1) il G e s glan g Basaa Uae o ) cigls
Gl Gy (e L g2 Basaad) Alaal) G guw calaling) Ul 85 30
Cuy JS 9 3909 Cusilil) ala) i 5] OIS g ) Cigalli pa AasY) B (o1}

Oluadly g peal) udd (YY) €153 33 M) alal G gaady Jad)

da oAU a1 9gtl) Laly gz shually g o gially g i g8allg byl g

Gl quad aad Cuaadl) Gl il Y A4Sl g all gl ) oy B e
T gl gl SUia cilad AliE JaY SUA A 4 g Ble
(7 —1:6 Jisaa 2)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 15:

This incidence is an example of disobedience that ended in
disaster. The ark should have been carried on the shoulders
of the Levites, not on a new cart:

“And he put the poles into the rings at the sides of the ark, to
bear the ark” (Exodus 25:14, Exodus 37:5)

In using a cart, the Israelites were following the example of the
pagan Philistines who had returned the ark to Israel that way:

“Now therefore, make a new cart, take two milk cows which
have never been yoked, and hitch the cows to the cart; and
take their calves home, away from them” (1 Samuel 6:7)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 15:

Also, God warned the Levites that they were not to touch any of
the holy things they were to carry lest they die:

“And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the
sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp
is set to go, then the sons of Kohath shall come to carry them; but
they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die” (Numbers 4:15)

Similarly, Uzzah knew what happened to the people of Beth
Shemesh when they just looked at the Ark:

“Then He struck the men of Beth Shemesh, because they had
looked into the ark of The Lord. He struck fifty thousand and
seventy men of the people, and the people lamented because The
Lord had struck the people with a great slaughter” (Numbers 4:15)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 15:

Now to prove that Uzzah deserved his death for ignoring all of God’s
commandments, David followed what was said earlier:

“Then David said: No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, for
The Lord has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before
Him forever. And David gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem, to
bring up the ark of The Lord to its place, which he had prepared for
it...He said to them, ‘You are the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that you may bring
up the ark of The Lord God of Israel to the place | have prepared for it.
For because you did not do it the first time, The Lord our God broke out
against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order’. So
the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of
The Lord God of Israel. And the children of the Levites bore the ark of
God on their shoulders, by its poles, as Moses had commanded
according to the word of The Lord” (1 Chronicles 15:2-15)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 16:
Killing of Individuals

“He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is found in his
hand, shall surely be put to death” (Exodus 21:16)
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“A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar
spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with
stones. Their blood shall be upon them” (Leviticus 20:27)
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 16:
Killing of Individuals

“One who blasphemes the name of the Lord shall be
put to death; the whole congregation shall stone the
blasphemer. Aliens as well as citizens, when they
blaspheme the Name, shall be put to death. Anyone
who kills a human being shall be put to death”
(Leviticus 24:16-17)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Reply 16:

* As we discussed previously, there was never a record in
Scripture of this being carried out. It was only intended to
instill obedience to God and guarantee family values:

“So all Israel shall hear and fear, and not again do such
wickedness as this among you” (Deuteronomy 13:11)

“And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act
presumptuously” (Deuteronomy 17:13)

“...s0 you shall put away the evil from among you, and all
Israel shall hear and fear” (Deuteronomy 21:21)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 17:
Killing of Israelites

We read a story of mass murder in the Book of Numbers
where we witness divine destruction on a grand scale. In the
short span of forty years, 600,000 people (Exodus 12:37,
Sirach 16:11) perish as punishment for their unwillingness to
enter Canaan after hearing the bad report that ten spies
brought back to them (Numbers 14:26-35). But unlike the
flood narrative, this time the entire group does not perish in
one great tragic event. Instead, they died throughout the
‘approximately’ forty-year period. During that time, there are
several specific episodes in which God reportedly kills sizable
numbers of Israelites.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 17:

“Now the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land,
who returned and made all the congregation complain
against him by bringing a bad report of the land, those

very men who brought the evil report about the land,

died by the plague before the Lord”
(Numbers 14:36-37)
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 17:
Killing of Israelites

Whether individually or in groups, at the end of forty years,

hundreds of thousands of Israelites were killed.

“For the Lord had said of them, ‘They shall surely die in the
wilderness’. So there was not left a man of them, except
Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun”

(Numbers 26:65)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 17:

But God still lifted His wrath away and stopped the plague:
“So Moses said to Aaron: Take a censer and put fire in it from
the altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the
congregation and make atonement for them; for wrath has gone
out from the Lord. The plague has begun. Then Aaron took it as
Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly; and
already the plague had begun among the people. So he put in
the incense and made atonement for the people. And he stood
between the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped.
Now those who died in the plague were fourteen thousand
seven hundred, besides those who died in the Korah incident.
So Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the tabernacle of

meeting, for the plague had stopped”
(Numbers 16:46-49)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

17 sle )
ipes Ll adog anad ol aay o8l
Gl Ao Ga 10U Ll daal g B anal) A (g ] iga JU A
QY pgie iy dslaal) 1o jesa Lgr g 1) gA g
JB LS (g0 281 Ll Ty 88 el 08 (e A 28 Jadud)
Gadl) B Jai) 38 Lol 135 delaad) g ) (&S 59 i se
&ald sy (Aol G By Lqadd) (8 JASg gAYl g g8
Cpdll e dia pa g Wl e day ) Lglly | gila Cpdl) olsd L gl)
Ad Gl () pusa (NG9 h a7 088 e | sile
(49 — 46 :16 2:2)) "adia) 3 Ly gll g plaiayl

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 17:
Then the Lord sent poisonous serpents among the people and later
forgave them:
“And the people spoke against God and against Moses: ‘Why have
you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is
no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread’. So
the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people; and many of the people of Israel died. Therefore the people
came to Moses, and said, ‘We have sinned, for we have spoken
against the Lord and against you; pray to the Lord that He take away
the serpents from us’. So Moses prayed for the people. Then the Lord
said to Moses, ‘Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole; and it shall
be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live’. So
Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a
serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he
lived” (Numbers 21:5-9)
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REPLY 17:
God Held Israel to the Same Standard

“Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the
nations are defiled, which | am casting out before you. For the land is
defiled; therefore | visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the
land vemits out its inhabitants. You shall therefore keep My statutes
and My judgments, and shall not commit any of these abominations,
either any of your own nation or any stranger who dwells among you.
For all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were
before you, and thus the land is defiled, lest the land vomit you out
also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before
you. For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons
who commit them shall be cut off from among their people.”
(Leviticus 18.24-29; Leviticus 20.22)

oTANDARD

Notice the punishment was expulsion from the land, not extermination
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REPLY 17: God Held Israel to the Same Standard

When Israel sinned in the fashion of Canaan, etc., their fate
was the same

“Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ‘Thus says The Lord, the
God of hosts, the God of Israel: If you surely surrender to the
king of Babylon’s princes, then your soul shall live; this city
shall not be burned with fire, and you and your house shall
live. But if you do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s
princes, then this city shall be given into the hand of the
Chaldeans; they shall burn it with fire, and you shall not
escape from their hand” (Jeremiah 38:17-18)
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REPLY 17: God Held Israel to the Same Standard

When Israel sinned in the fashion of Canaan, etc., their fate
was the same

“Thus says The Lord: ‘He who remains in this city shall die by
the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he who goes
over to the Chaldeans shall live; his life shall be as a prize to
him, and he shall live’. Thus says The Lord: ‘This city shall
surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's army,
which shall take it” (Jeremiah 38:2-3)
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Notice the pattern: submit to judgment and live. Their choice...

Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

From the above examples, we see a distinct pattern
emerging from the judgments brought by God upon
various peoples:
% God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp
out a cancer.

¢ The judgments are for public recognition of extreme
sin.

s Judgment is preceded by warning and/or long periods
of exposure to the truth and time to repent.

+ Remember how parents, teachers, government and
even countries send instructions and/or warning before
applying any type of punishment or rewards.




Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

This is what God did from day one of creation and to the end.
Remember what the Lord said:

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed,
keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has
committed shall be remembered against him; because of the
righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according
to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezekiel 18:21-24)

Remember:
Our Loving God of the Old Testament
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

“ Any and all ‘innocent’ adults are given a way of escape with
their families; sometimes all given a way to avoid judgment
via repentance or leaving a particular region. It should also
be noted that expulsion from a land was the most common
judgment, not extermination.

This pattern goes all the way back to the ejection of Adam
and Eve from the Garden of Eden: “So He drove out the
man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).
Someone is almost always saved (redeemed) from the euvil
culture.

Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)




Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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