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Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 12

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In‘this part, I will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is fullfefikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
| hope that previous presentations have given the
reader an idea about how critics and skeptics attack
the Holy Bible and God of the Old Testament and how
to answer back. Therefore, | will make this final
presentation with some summary and answers to false
claims about violence in the Old Testament.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 18:
Unusual Killing of Individuals

In the Book of Judges 19, we read the story of the Levite’s
concubine where a Levite, traveling toward his home, makes
the fateful decision to lodge in the city of Gibeah for the night.

While he is there, some of the men of Gibeah come to the
house where he is staying and demand that he be sent out so

they can have sex with him. The Levite’s host refuses but

offers an alternative. The men can have his virgin daughter
and the Levite’s concubine instead. Only the Levite’s
concubine is sent out, and she experiences extreme violence
at the hands of the men of Gibeah who sexually abuse her
throughout the night.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 18:
Unusual Killing of Individuals

The next morning, the Levite finds his concubine dead on the
doorstep. He puts her on his donkey and heads for home.
When he arrives, he does the unexpected:

“‘When he entered his house he took a knife, laid hold of his
concubine, and divided her into twelve pieces, limb by limb,
and sent her throughout all the territory of Israel”
(Judges 19:29)

It is a gruesome tale, and readers are rightly repulsed by it.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 109:
God’s Direct Killing

Earlier, we discussed how a man who gathered sticks

on the Sabbath was executed by his fellow Israelites,

who followed God’s commandments (Numbers 15:32-
36).

In several other Old Testament stories, the offender is
killed directly by God without the use of human
intermediaries. We will consider some instances; in
which God executed the sentence Himself.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 20:

Judah ’s Sons

In Genesis 38, we learn that Judah, Jacob’s fourth son, has
three sons of his own: Er, Onan, and Shelah (Genesis 38:1-6).
In typical patriarchal fashion, Judah arranges the marriage of
his firstborn son, Er, to a woman named Tamar. The next thing
we are told is that Er “was wicked in the sight of The Lord,

and The Lord killed him” (Genesis 38:7). Since no
explanation is given, we can only speculate about the nature
of Er's wickedness. Judah then instructs Onan, his second-
oldest son, to take the recently widowed Tamar to be his wife.
Though such an arrangement seems odd to us, it was in

keeping with an ancient custom known as Levirate marriage.
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CLAIM 20:

This law was intended to ensure the preservation of the
deceased brother’s name (in this case Er), since the first child
of this union would be regarded as the deceased brother’s son.

Judah follows this custom and gives his second-oldest son,

Onan, to Tamar. Since Onan knows the child produced by this

marriage will not be regarded as his own, he refuses to
impregnate her, practicing coitus interruptus instead (Genesis
38:9). Since Onan’s actions “displeased The Lord; therefore

He killed him also” (Genesis 38:10).

Judah was then reluctant to give Shelah, his last remaining
son, to Tamar. Marriage to Tamar seemed like a death
sentence, and Judah feared that Shelah “also die like his
brothers” (Genesis 38:11).

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 21:

Nadab and Abihu ’s Unholy Fire
Another example of God'’s direct killing appears in the
Book of Leviticus about two priests named Nadab and
Abihu in a most unlikely place; where it says:

“Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each
took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it,

and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He

had not commanded them. So fire went out from

The Lord and devoured them, and they died before

The Lord” (Leviticus 10:1-2)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 22:

One of the most unusual stories portraying God’s killing of
people is found in 2 Kings 17. This chapter describes the fall
of Samaria, Israel’s capital, to the Assyrians in 727 BC. When
the Assyrians conquered people, they would take them from
their homes and relocate them in various places around the

Mediterranean world. Such a policy of deportation made it
more difficult for a vanquished people to regroup since they

were so widely dispersed. After the fall of Samaria, some
Israelites were deported while foreigners were brought in to
live on the land. According to 2 Kings 17, these new arrivals

were in for quite a surprise:

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 22:

“Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava,
Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria
instead of the children of Israel; and they took possession of Samaria

and dwelt inits cities. And it was so, at the beginning of their dwelling
there, that they did not fear The Lord; therefore The Lord sent lions
among them, which killed some of them. So they spoke to the king of
Assyria, saying, ‘The nations whom you have removed and placed in the
cities of Samaria do not know the rituals of the God of the land; therefore
He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are killing them
because they do not know the rituals of the God of the land’. Then the
king of Assyria commanded, saying, ‘Send there one of the priests whom
you brought from there; let him go and dwell there, and let him teach
them the rituals of The God of the land’. Then one of the priests whom
they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and
taught them how they should fear The Lord” (2 Kings 17:24-28)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 22:

The text makes it clear that the Lord is the one Who
sent these deadly lions. Yet the deaths of these non-
Israelite newcomers seem difficult. These people came
from distant places. Obviously, they were not going to
know how to follow the teaching of The Lord. Still, they
experience divine judgment for their ignorance all the
same. This incidence caused the king of Assyria and
the Assyrians to know the true God and to send a priest
to teach these new arrivals “the law of The God of the
land.” Presumably, this stops the killing.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

122 sleY)

Al A ilall 3 9] 038 Juu i 431D A () gida g5 ABLl) Y
ol La | g Loy o) ya¥) casad) o jageall (il oY isa culid
bl Bl g sra ga LaS Al Lliag (158 a0 Y agd) Cua

il g O edl) g edl dla Clale dmia | ga Al dlalal) o2y
AN o 435 olila gl Tiad BLat) g 4l Balaad Adad) daal) 4y A1)
A Al gl oda alay UalS Sl psdl dlla yal Ladis 7 g
SoUl Qi Sy ga ) Al) sl




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 23:

Another incidence is recorded in 1 Kings 22, where King
Ahab of Israel and King Jehoshaphat of Judah are seeking
divine guidance to determine whether or not they should go

to Ramoth Gilead and attempt to take it from the king of

Syria. So,

“Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel: ‘Please inquire
for the word of The Lord today’. Then the king of Israel
gathered the prophets together, about four hundred
men, and said to them: ‘Shall | go against Ramoth
Gilead to fight, or shall I refrain?’ So they said, ‘Go up;
for The Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king™”
(1 Kings 22:5-6)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 23:

However, Jehoshaphat needs further assurance before he
Is ready to sign on and asks if there is another prophet of
the Lord by whom they might inquire:

“So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, ‘There is still one
man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of
The Lord; but | hate him, because he does not prophesy
good concerning me, but evil'. And Jehoshaphat said, ‘Let
not the king say such things.” Then the king of Israel called
an officer and said, ‘Bring Micaiah the son of Imlah quickly™
(1 Kings 22:8-9)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 23:

When Micaiah is brought forward, he initially mimics the words of
these false prophets but eventually delivers his true message,
saying:

‘I saw The Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven
standing by, on His right hand and on His left. And The Lord said,
‘Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’ So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that
manner. Then a spirit came forward and stood before The Lord, and
said, ‘1 will persuade him’. The Lord said to him, ‘In what way?’ So he
said, ‘1 will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his
prophets.” And The Lord said, “You shall persuade him, and also
prevail. Go out and do so.’ Therefore look! The Lord has put a lying
spirit in the mouth of all these prophets of yours, and The Lord has
declared disaster against you” (1 Kings 22:19-23)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 23:

According to Micaiah’s report, God permitted false prophets to
believe deceptive spirits to persuade King Ahab to go on a
military expedition that would result in his death.

This just proves that false people are ready to believe false
spirits and false teaching because they are of the same nature.
Certainly, not understanding or hearing the word of God in the
right way has led to the death of king Ahab (1 Kings 22:29-40).
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Summary:
Now, let's summarize what was said earlier plus other
instances that make critics mistakenly judge God with
violence.

First, these portrayals of God seem problematic because God
commonly appears to treat people inconsistently, especially
when punishment is concerned.

Uzzah is killed for trying to steady the ark (2 Samuel 6), while
David is forgiven for committing adultery and murder, abusing
the power of his office, and attempting to cover up his
outrageous sin (2 Samuel 11).
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Summary:

Second, in nhumerous examples, God is accused of mass killing
without understanding the reasons or nature of the problem
leading to this difficult action.

Third, In other examples, God is accused of killing
indiscriminately; e.g., stories as the flood narrative, the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the Canaanite and
Amalekite genocide.

Today we routinely condemn such behavior in the strongest
terms. However, as we will discuss later, similar incidences
happen everyday under different names and titles.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
il

9 oo ot Slaad) JHBIL A () gagly cal) (e aad) b oLl
iad) 138 ) 4 AlSeue

Laliia ¢ Jasad Chgy Jabl) yaadilly &) () pagis g AT cla 8 LI
b g ABlLand) g CpilaiSl) § 5 948 9 p gl gag Gl ol Giaa

By ¢l Gl S LB (o gal) Gaaal Cilaa) oda Jia ol Adf e
AdliAa o glis plad canl Lia g S5 g Euaad Lgd| A g LiiSl g

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Summary:

Fourth, when engaging in acts of judgment and deliverance,
God often appears to use excessive force; e.g., the ten plagues
of Egypt including the Killing of the firstborn child and the
Egyptian army to deliver His people.

Eifth, In other incidences, God seem to provide no opportunity
for offenders to repent. The affected individuals have no second
chance. There is no opportunity to ask for forgiveness or to
make amends.

Their punishment is final and total. God seem to have zero
tolerance policy In these kinds of situations making Him appear
as uncompassionate.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Summary:

Sixth, God sometimes appears to act in self-contradictory
ways. For example, though God is reportedly “merciful and
gracious” (Exodus 34:6), such qualities seem different when it
comes to the divine directive to kill the Canaanites and other
nations and to “show them no mercy” (Deuteronomy 7:2).

Moreover, one would suspect that those who were instantly
killed by God—Er, Onan, Nadab and Abihu, and Uzzah—would
beg to differ with the description of God as one who is
“longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth”
(Exodus 34:6)

These apparent discrepancies create difficulties for critics.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Summary:

Seventh, Some Christians see God of the Old Testament as
someone different from God of the New Testament, The Lord
Jesus Christ, who taught us saying “love your enemies... pray
for those who spitefully use you and persecute you” (Matthew
5:44), for He is “kind to the unthankful and evil” (Luke 6:35) and
He suffers violence rather than inflicts it on others.
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Now, how to answer all claims?
This involves an examination of the following
topics:

The nature of God as described in the
Bible.

The consistency of God in the Old/New
Testaments.

How the Bible records historical events.
The historical backdrop of the events in
guestion.

The pattern of God’s justice.

The seemingly harsh Old Testament laws.

The Nature of God
How does the Bible describe God’s character?

1. Omnibenevolent — All-good and righteous Judge
“He shall judge the world in righteousness; and He shall
administer judgment for the peoples in uprightness”
(Psalm 9:8)
“For He is coming to judge the earth. With righteousness He
shall judge the world, and the peoples with equity”
(Psalms 98:9)

Jadl g z3kall S & L1
(8 19 _sa3a) "AAEILYL gl Cpyy (Jandly A gSecall i

AL gl g Jandly AS gSwal) i) cpadd ela A4Sy
(9 :98 Lsa )




The Nature of God
How does the Bible describe God’s character?

2. Immutability = God does not change
“For | am The Lord, | do not change” (Malachi 3:6)
“God is not a man, that He should lie, nor a son of man,
that He should change His mind” (Numbers 23:19)
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever”
(Hebrews 13:8)
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Occurrences of Mercy and Love in the Bible
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Mercy Love

God’s love and mercy are very much on display
in both the Old and New Testaments.



Key Point: The Bible does not approve of
everything it records

Genesis 19 records the event of Lot offering his two virgin
daughters to the men of Sodom instead of allowing them
to molest the two angels that had come into his house.

Judges 19:22-30 records a Levite allowing his concubine
to be brutally raped to the point of death. He then
dismembers her into twelve pieces and sends them to the
tribes of Israel.

Important:
Note that the Bible records these
actions but does not approve them.

Key Point: The Bible does not approve of
everything it records
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A Look at God’s Justice

God did not amusingly disown people from their lands and
give them to the Jewish people. Rather, it was a judgment of
God upon them:

“Do not think in your heart, after The Lord your God has cast
them out before you, saying, ‘Because of my righteousness
The Lord has brought me in to possess this land’; but it is
because of the wickedness of these nations that The Lord
is driving them out from before you. It IS not because of your
righteousness or the uprightness of your heart that you go in
to possess their land, but because of the wickedness of these
nations that The Lord your God drives them out from before
you, and that He may fulfill the word which The Lord swore to
your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob”
(Deuteronomy 9:4-5)

A Look at God’s Justice
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A Look at God’s Justice

“When you come into the land which The Lord your
God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the
abominations of those nations. There shall not be

found among you anyone who makes his son or his

daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices
witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets
omens, or a sorcerer,. or one who conjures spells, or
a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the
dead. For all who do these things are an
abomination to The Lord, and because of these

abominations The Lord your God drives them out
from before you” (Deuteronomy 18:9-12)

A Look at God’s Justice
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A Look at God’s Justice

“Do not defile yourselves with any of these
things; for by all these the nations are defiled,
which | am casting out before you. For the land

is defiled; therefore | visit the punishment of its

Iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out its
inhabitants” (Leviticus 18:24-25)
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A Look at God’s Justice

Now, let’s read what A.C. Myers, International Standard
Bible Encyclopedia, says:

« Sudden and violent destruction occurred throughout
much of the ancient world ca. 2300-2100 B.C.

« Palestinian civilization returned to the village level,
with many sites abandoned and others left unfortified,
a situation that continued through the early stages of
the Middle Bronze period (until ca. 1950 B.C.).
While many factors may have been involved,
especially significant were Egyptian raids and mass
population movements, at the center of which were
the Amorites.
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A Look at God’s Justice

Also, K.N. Schoville, POTW:164, [Peoples of the Old
Testament World; Hoerth, Mattingly, Yamauchi (eds.), Baker:
1994] says:

« Walled cities were destroyed or abandoned, and urban
culture gave way to a pastoral, village way of life over the
next two centuries, Early Bronze Age IV (about 2300-2000).
The reasons for such drastic changes are unclear, but three
possible causes may be suggested: (1) Egyptian military
action, (2) changing environmental factors including
overpopulation, or (3) an invading horde of Amorites.

The Amorites would have destroyed the urban centers and
established the variant lifestyle characteristic of the period
until urbanization flowered in the subsequent Middle Bronze
Age Il.
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Consider the following...

Imagine that you teach violent practices, genocide, and barbarism
of these cultures and peoples into the 215t century, broadcast it around
the world via radio and TV stations, and see if there wouldn’t be global
outcry for severe military action and punishment...

If we would call for such severe judgment, why criticize God for
carrying it out?
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Notice the Pattern of God’s Judgments

God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp out a cancer

[ |

The judgments are for public recognition of extreme sin
o

Judgment preceded by warning and/or long periods of exposure to the truth and time to
repent

il

.
Any and all ‘innocent’ adults given a way of escape with their families; sometimes all
given a way to avoid judgment (Expulsion from land was most common judgment, not
extermination)

el

v

Someone is always saved (redeemed) from the evil culture
[ |

v




Notice the Pattern of God’s Judgments
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What About the Killing of Children?

Typical Israeli rules of war included a warning period and
declaration of impeding war. Women, children, the elderly, and
others who wished could easily flee far ahead of the military
attack. Only those who stubbornly remained would face war.
In cases such as Saul and Amalek, the culture itself was
thoroughly corrupt; there was no hope for any child who
remained behind.

Socially and physically, the fate of children throughout history
has always been with their parents whether that’s good (in the
case of Noah) or bad (Amalek). The actions of the parents
were the final determinant in the well-being of the children.
Haman is a perfect example of allowing a wicked ancestral line
to continue where a child grows up and threatens the entire
Israeli nation during the time of Esther.
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How does Atheism/Humanism Compare?

 Joseph Stalin 42,672,000 murdered
* Mao Zedong 37,828,000 murdered
 Adolf Hitler 20,946,000 murdered
» Chiang Kai-shek 10,214,000 murdered
* Vladimir Lenin 4,017,000 murdered
+ Hideki Tojo 3,990,000 murdered
* Pol Pot 2,397,000 murdered

“Almost 170 million men, women and children have been shot, beaten, tortured, knifed,
burned, starved, frozen, crushed or worked to death; buried alive, drowned, hung, bombed
or killed in any other of @ myriad of ways governments have inflicted death on unarmed,
helpless citizens and foreigners.” - R. J. Rummel, Death by Government
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Final Thoughts

“The wheels of God’s justice grind slow, but they
grind exceedingly fine.” — A. W. Tozer

God is amazingly patient towards sinners and nations
when it comes to repentance, but there comes a time
when that patience runs out, both for hard-hearted
and disobedient individuals and nations.

Today’s nations are like the Amorites of long ago,
may be in the stage where its iniquity IS “not yet
complete” (Genesis 15:16); how much longer do
these countries have left?

Parents need to understand that their decisions (right
and wrong) have major impacts on their families.
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Final Thoughts

From an eschatological (end times) angle, we see that God’s
pattern is to rescue His people and then judgment falls.

The charge that God carried out the senseless massacre of
innocent people is completely false; the nations received
judgment from God after failing to repent over hundreds of
years.

Israel itself received judgment from God for abandoning God;
the Babylonians and the Assyrians were used as tools of
God’s judgment just as God used Israel to judge the other
nations.

God has not changed; He remains the same. His love and
mercy are extended to all, but there is a point at which He
brings judgment upon those who will not repent of their evil
deeds. God said He would spare Sodom if ten righteous men
could be found, but none were... (Genesis 18:32).
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Remember:

The truth' is: God warned us from false prophets and their eternal
punishment
“Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who
worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.
These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with
brimstone” (Revelation 19:20)
“The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are and they will

be tormented day and night forever and ever” (Revelation 20:10)
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