Comparative Religion

Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?
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Fr. Jacob Nadian
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Question

In this part, I'will answer the following questions:

The Old Testament is full of killing of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of'the Old Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?:Is.He God of War or
Love?
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Who IS God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

Their god is the god of killing, violence and
persecution of humanity.
Read their Qura’an in its Arabic language,
not their incorrect translation to know the
truth.

“HOWEVER: OUR GOD IS THE ONE AND ONLY
ONE MERCIFUL AND COMPPASIONATE GOD”

In both the Old and New Testaments; as we
will prove in this study




Who is God of the Old Testament?

“‘| am the Lord, exercising loving Kindness,

ludgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in
these | delight,” says the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:24)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

First off, Christians are the only ones who
worship the ONE and ONLY ONE TRUE GOD.
Christians in the whole world recite the Nicaean

Creed saying:

“WE BELIEVE IN ONE GOD”
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

When we sign the sign of the cross, we call upon God by His
3 characteristics or hypostases or personas, saying:
In The Name of The Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit.
ONE GOD. Amen
Sadly, people mistake it its translation for 3 personas as 3

persons or 3 gods, which is not true. For example, you exist

by your presence, speak by your mind and live by your human
spirit (three characteristics of one person).
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Who is God of the Old Testament?
Our God is One

1. “To you it was shown, that you might know that
the Lord Himself is God; there is none other
besides Him” (Deuteronomy 4:35)
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2. “Therefore know this day, and consider it in your
heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above
and on the earth beneath: there is no other”
(Deuteronomy 4:39)
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Who is God of the Old Testament?
Our God is One

3. “You shall have
before Me”
(Exodus 20:3, Deuteronomy 5:7)
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4. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord /s 4
(Deuteronomy 6:4)

Al gy L) ) Jabl il b 2l

Who is God of the Old Testament?

Our God is One

5. “lam He. Before Me there was no God formed,
Nor shall there be after Me. I, even |, am The
Lord, and besides Me there is no savior”
(Isaiah 43:10,11)
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4. “l am the First and | am the Last; besides Me
there is no God” (Isalah 44:6)
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6. “l am The Lord, and there is no other; there is no
God besides Me” (EEIEW 45; 5)
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Who is God of the Old Testament?

Our God is One

7.*“Have not |, The Lord? And there is no other God
besides Me, a just God and a Savior; There is none
besides Me. Look to Me, and be saved, all you ends
of the earth. For | am God, and there is no other”
(Isaiah 45:21,22)
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8. “For | am God, and there is no other; | am God,
and there is none like Me” (Isaiah 46:9)
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Who is God of the Old Testament?
Our God is One

9. “Yet | am The Lord your God Ever since
the land of Egypt, And you shall know no
God but Me; For there is no savior besides

. Me” (Hosea 13:4)
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10. “Since there is one God” (Romans 3:30)
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11. “there is no other God but one”
(1 Corinthians 8:4)
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Who is God of the Old Testament?
Our God is One

12. “You believe that there is one God. You do well.
Even the demons believe and tremble!” (James
2:19) ‘
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This is different than speaking about idols (plural):
“You are gods and all of you are children of the
Most High (Power and authority)” (Psalm 82:6,7)
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Note: The word “gods” does not mean Deity but =
pagan, idols:

Who is God of the Old Testament?
The Holy Trinity /s ONE GOD

Three Hypostases are

ONE In Essence
Meaning, the Father, the " "{ &\
Son, and the Holy '
Spirit are just:




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

Now, Let’'s answer the questions. But first, let's set
few facts straight. Christians (sadly) and Non
Christians (of all kinds) love to attack the Old

Testament because of what they call it “violence
commanded by ‘God of the Old Testament’ (that is
their common phrase)”.

They love to speak about the cities that are burned
to the ground, whole populations that are
annihilated, and killing of men, women and children.
They portray ‘God of the Old Testament’ as a
wrathful tribal deity constantly calling His people to
commit slaughtering in His name.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

Those opponents forgot the fact that people of the Old
Testament didn’t live in a world of technology, civilian
police, ambulance and 9-1-1 services. Nor did they
have more than 2000 years of reflection on the whole
Bible. The Old Testament characters need to be seen
and heard in their own time, not dismissed from the
perspective of our time. Commandments of ‘God of
the Old Testament’ should also be understood as He
meant it to be.

With that in mind, here are important principles to
consider in understanding the meaning of violence and
wars in the Old Testament.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

aa) gl ¢ 8N (A (ol L) Cyauda jlaall g ST £N A ey
Adadd g Adall Gl gall g L ol 9SG padiiall ¢y g pdall g

B asl) ddind La Gkl G gl glag g A 9 Cilas!
Al i) GYT hny (S 5 31) apall) allal) g
Gardy Ciluadd (lSa aguadi] | gy ) agale g S

Gyl g alsall g Jalaill 48y jh | gagdal agail) agal)
olally
oS8al) agdl) oo Al o 3 g1 Adasad) dadial) o3¢y
Ail) agall (8 g aldl g ciiall




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

Before we start, just remember what the
Bible said:

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday,
today, and forever”
(Hebrews 13:8)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
PRINCIPLE 1:

The Lord Jesus Christ and the New Testament
writers never complained about the violence in
the Old Testament. That should tell us something
before our hasty dismissal of the Old Testament
and judgement of ‘God of the Old Testament’. Are
WE more morally sensitive than The Lord Jesus
Christ, the God of mercy and love, who is
described as “God is love”? Is there something in
the Old Testament that we miss or need genuine
explanation?




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 2:

Worldly historians and the Bible itself tell us that the
Land of Canaan at the time of the Israelite settlement
was not inhabited by a uniform, native population.
Canaan was a crossroads and a diverse culture of
many different groups:

You know, all the “-ites”- the Hittites, the Girgashites,
the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites.

If you’d asked a random inhabitant of Canaan: “Whose
land is this?” You'd have gotten different answers. It
was a no-mans-land.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 3:

Genesis 12-50 tells us that the Israelites’ ancestors
had actually lived in Canaan for centuries before their
sojourn to Egypt. They were not outsiders trying to
take a land from its original owners. In fact, the
Pharaohs of Egypt would have seen no real difference
between Canaanites and Israelites. They came from
the same place, spoke the same language, had the
same physical anthropology, i.e. they looked alike. So
there is no parallel between the book of Joshua and,
say, the European settlers in North America displacing
the earlier inhabitants.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 4:

Let us study a little bit of history of Canaan. Canaan in the
time of Moses and Joshua had been ruled for centuries by
Egypt. Egypt had been ruled by foreign kings known as the
Hyksos, who possibly came from Syria-Palestine. A native

Egyptian dynasty expelled these foreign kings, pursuing them

into Canaan. To ensure they never came back, Egypt annexed
Canaan and ruled it with two aims: First, never-ever would
Canaan be a corridor for anyone attacking Egypt! Second,

Pharaoh exploited Canaan economically by turning the
country into a giant agricultural plantation, a kind of “factory
farm”, producing a small number of crops like olives and a
type of grape that thrived only in Canaan.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 4 (cont’d):

This reality had serious consequences. The focus on massive
production of a few crops not only risked depleting the land, it
also destroyed the locally integrated, self-sustaining
economies of small villages and towns throughout the hill
country. These communities needed mix of farming and
herding just to survive. The Egyptians also yanked the best of
the work force out of these towns and villages to toil as forced
labor, emptying the rural hill country of Canaan. Many people
from Canaan, not just future Israelites, wound up slaves in
Egypt. Settlement patterns in Canaan about 1300 B.C., just
before the exodus and conquest, show the central hill country
of Canaan was largely emptied out.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

(Aass) 4 Gabead!

A Gl e Jualaall sdgd dadial) ZLiY) Al glaa (o il Mg
e Al )3l ol A @) adi i) e ad
BT -?‘MJ&’ ag-idal dalaidy) Al ‘.,é ISR pa (e ) Jall
abira | gy L) 038 () g3 paall A Laric Tg g sa¥)
ToA g da A dad W oS iy S e Gl Cpalalal)
raa (a b))

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 4 (cont’d):

Under this kind of regime, Canaan was unstable and violent.
The city rulers fought each other, hired mercenaries,
sometimes cruelly treated the local populace. Bandits

terrorized the highways. Men stripped of their land and living

gathered around warlords, some of whom were good men,
others just thugs or gangsters.

So, by the time Joshua led the Israelites into Canaan, the
place was dark and bloody ground. It’s just possible that, far
from being seen as invaders, Joshua and the Israelites
represented the arrival of order, justice, and even peace.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 5:

The Old Testament shows us that, even in the
conguest stories, the Israelites were not a militarized
nation. While other nations boasted of their weapons

and crack troops, the Israelites were not a professional
army. Likewise, the Israelites were not a huge group.
The idea found in some textbooks that there were at

least 2.5 million Israelites comes from a
misunderstanding of the Hebrew terminology for
numbers. Archaeologists tell us that likely weren't 2.5
million people living in all of Canaan and Syria
combined!




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
PRINCIPLE 5 (cont’d):

The books of Deuteronomy, Joshua and Judges
stress that, from a military perspective, the
Israelites were out-numbered, out-maneuvered
and out-gunned. After Joshua, they had no
central authority. They were only a coalition of
tribes, often divided, often untrue to their own
religion. The Bible says they needed miraculous
divine intervention just to survive; which proves
that they were not a nation of war and blood
shedding.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 6:

Warlike nations, and all of Israel’'s ancient neighbors,
gloried in their superior weapons and firepower. Images of
Pharaoh portray him holding his miserable enemies by the

hair and smiting them with a mace or battle axe. Or, we
see Pharaoh thundering along in his war chariot, horses’
reins tied around his waist, unleashing arrows at cringing,
fleeing foes. The Old Testament, in contrast, stresses that
the Israelites were poorly armed, confronting fortified cities
or huge chariot forces on foot. The Old Testament also
emphasizes Israel’s lack of metal workers. Again, not
exactly a warrior nation.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 7:

The world of Moses, Joshua, Gideon and David was a world
of unspeakable violence perpetrated by massive, well-
armed professional armies. The kings of Egypt, Asia Minor
and Mesopotamia gloried in their brutality and savagery. In
countless inscriptions throughout the history of the ancient
Near East, the great kings boasted of boring through their
enemies’ badies, ripping their entrails out, galloping their
horses and chariots through the gore of enemy bodies,
splashing through enemy blood as if crossing a river,
impaling thousands of “rebels” on stakes around conquered
cities, flaying the skin off of their defeated enemies in full
view of their families, and hideously mutilating the dead.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

PRINCIPLE 7 (cont’d):

And you know, almest nobody in the ancient Near East found
this shocking. Rather, most thought it glorious proof that the
gods had favored the king. Compared to the graphic detail,
intensity, and sheer mass of these ancient descriptions, the

Old Testament looks rather tame, even modest.

Whatever problems we might have with the violence in the Old
Testament, it was One who claimed to be the fulfillment of the
entire Old Testament, The Lord Jesus, whose Hebrew name
was Joshua, who appealed constantly to the OT witness.
Schooled in the Old Testament, He called His people to love
their enemies and to be peacemakers, not in spite of His Old
Testament heritage, but because of it.




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
In our next presentation, | will address many of
their false claims about violence in the Old
Testament as commanded by God of the Old
Testament. | will address all these claims with its
right understanding; as the Lord of Glory
commanded.
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Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)

Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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