Comparative Religion

Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 7

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In this part, | will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is full’ofikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld/ Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
Here, | will discuss many of their false claims about
violence in the Old Testament as commanded by
God of the Old Testament. | will address all these
claims with its right understanding; as the Lord of
Glory commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 1:

Now, let’'s address their claims about violence in the Old
Testament as commanded by God of the Old Testament.
In his book, The God Delusion, atheist Richard Dawkins
writes a scathing rendition of God as he sees Him in the Old
Testament. Dawkins says: “The God of the Old Testament is
arguably the most unpleasant character in all fiction: jealous
and proud of it; unjust, unforgiving, bloodthirsty...”
Such words are echoed by atheist Charles Templeton who
states: “The God of the Old Testament is utterly unlike the
God believed in by most practicing Christians... His justice
is, by modern standards, outrageous... He is biased,
querulous, vindictive, and jealous of his prerogatives.”
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 1 (cont’d):

| just wonder what is it in the Old Testament that
causes these people, and others (Christians and
non Christians alike, to use such strong
language that has nothing to do with God?

Are such pictures of God accurate?
Does the Old Testament paint a picture of God
as nothing more than just a terrorist who is
ready to torture or end the lives of anyone who
doesn’t know about heaven?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 1 (cont’d):

For example, front and center in their arguments is the
Genesis flood that erased all life from earth except for
one particular family:

“And behold, | [God], Myself am bringing floodwaters on
the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which
is the breath of life; everything that is on the earth shall
die” (Genesis 6:17)

From this verse, it is crystal clear that it is God Himself
who is choosing to cause the deaths of untold numbers
of men, women, and children.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 1:

In Genesis 6, God’s judgment upon the world at large is
found in these words:
“So The Lord said, ‘I will destroy man whom | have
created from the face of the earth, both man and
beast, creeping thing and birds of the air, for | am

sorry that | have made them’” (Genesis 6:7)

While the universal flood certainly seems extreme on
the surface, we must ask first: why was God sad for
creating this world to the extending of wanting to
completely destroy this great creation that He made?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 1 (cont’d):

First, the Bible makes it clear that violence and evil
had grown to be extremely pervasive so that it literally
touched everything and everyone that existed at that

time.

“Then The Lord saw that the wickedness of man

was great in the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”

(Genesis 6:5)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 1 (cont’d):

The Bible indicates that some of the sin was sexual in
nature and that the evil permeated and filled the earth:

“Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on
the face of the earth, and daughters were born to

them, that the sons of God saw the daughters of men,
that they were beautiful; and they took wives for
themselves of all whom they chose” (Genesis 6:1-2)

This erases the argument that God drowned
‘innocent’ people in the flood.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 1 (cont’d):

Next, during the building of the ark, which lasted
at least 100 years, Noah is described as a
‘preacher of righteousness’ to the people around
him:

“And did not spare the ancient world, but
saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher

of righteousness, bringing in the flood on
the world of the ungodly” (2 Peter 2:5)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 1 (cont’d):

This means the people had 100 or so years to listen
to the message of Noah and repent of their sin that
was bringing the flood waters upon them.

So in the end, we find God using His messenger to
proclaim the truth of repentance and judgment before
a fully corrupt culture that refused to be moved even

after 100 years of being exposed to it. And we find
God’s mercy being displayed on the one family who

followed and obeyed what God had commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 2:

Why would God of the Old Testament kill the
animals?
What animals have to do with people; if they
are corrupt?

What earth has to do with corrupt people?
“And all flesh died that moved on the earth:
birds and cattle and beasts and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and
every man” (Genesis 7: 21)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 2:

The Scripture records the sinful effect the Canaanites had
on Israel and hence they suffered the consequences of their
disobedience:

“They did not destroy the peoples, concerning whom The
Lord had commanded them, but they mingled with the
Gentiles and learned their works. They served their idols,
which became a snare to them. They even sacrificed their
sons and their daughters to demons, and shed innocent
blood, the blood of their sons and daughters, whom they
sacrificed to the idols of Canaan; and the land was
polluted with blood. Thus they were defiled by their own
works, and played the harlot by their own deeds”
(Psalm 106:34-39)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 2:
Only a complete removal would do--with even the animals needing
to be killed--likely due to the practice of bestiality.

“Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death”
(Exodus 22: 19)

“Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor
shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it. It is
perversion” (Leviticus 18: 23)

“If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death, and
you shall kill the animal. If a woman approaches any animal and
lies with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall
surely be put to death; their blood is upon them”
(Leviticus 20: 15-16)

“Cursed be anyone who lies with any kind of animal.” And all the
people shall say” (Deuteronomy 27:21)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 3:

We read in Genesis about the destruction of Sodom
and Gomorrah and all its people via a direct
supernatural act of God:

“Then The Lord rained brimstone and fire on
Sodom and Gomorrah, from The Lord out of the
heavens. So He overthrew those cities, all the
plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what
grew on the ground” (Genesis 19:24-25)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 3:

Old Testament Scriptures
“You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an
abomination” (Leviticus 18:22)

“If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of
them have committed an abomination. They shall surely
be put to death. Their blood shall be upon them” (Leviticus
20:13)

“And there were also perverted persons in the land. They
did according to all the abominations of the nations, which
the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel” (1 King
14:24)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 3 (cont’d):

New Testament Scriptures
“For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.
For even their women exchanged the natural use for
what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving
the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for
one another, men with men committing what is
shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of
their error which was due. And even as they did not
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them
over to a debased mind, to do those things which are
not fitting; being filled with all unrighteousness...




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 3 (cont’d):

...Ssexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-
mindedness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of
God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy;,
unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice
such things are deserving of death, not only do the
same but also approve of those who practice them”
(Romans 1:26-32)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 3 (cont’d):
New Testament Scriptures

“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners
will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some
of you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified,
but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 3 (cont’d):
New Testament Scriptures

“knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous
person, but for the lawless and insubordinate, for the
ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane,

for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for

manslayers, for fornicators, for sodomites, for
kidnappers, for liars, for perjurers, and if there is any

other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine,
according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God
which was committed to my trust” (1 Timothy 1:10)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 3 (cont’d):
New Testament Scriptures

“For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but

cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; and did not
spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight

people, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the
flood on the world of the ungodly, and turning the cities
of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them
to destruction, making them an example to those who

afterward would live ungodly” (2 Peter 2:4-9)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 3 (cont’d):

God always warns and gives time for repentance and
return:

“He also opens their ear to instruction, and commands that
they turn from iniquity. If they obey and serve Him, they shall
spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures.
But if they do not obey, they shall perish by the sword, and
they shall die without knowledge. But the hypocrites in heart
store up wrath; they do not cry for help when He binds them.
They die in youth, and their life ends among the perverted
persons” (Job 36:10-14)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 3 (cont’d):

God always warns and gives time for repentance and
return:

“Therefore my people have gone into captivity, because they
have no knowledge; their honorable men are famished, and
their multitude dried up with thirst” (Isaiah 5:13)

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because
you have rejected knowledge, | also will reject you from

being priest for Me; because you have forgotten the law of
your God, | also will forget your children” (Hosea 4:6)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
In our next presentation, | will address more of their
false claims about violence in the Old Testament as
commanded by God of the Old Testament. | will
address all these claims with its right
understanding; as the Lord of Glory commanded.
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

From the above examples, we see a distinct pattern
emerging from the judgments brought by God upon
various peoples:

+ God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp
out a cancer.

¢ The judgments are for public recognition of extreme
sin.

s Judgment is preceded by warning and/or long periods
of exposure to the truth and time to repent.

+ Remember how parents, teachers, government and
even countries send instructions and/or warning before
applying any type of punishment or rewards.




Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

This is what God did from day one of creation and to the end.
Remember what the Lord said:

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed,
keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has
committed shall be remembered against him; because of the
righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according
to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezekiel 18:21-24)

Remember:
Our Loving God of the Old Testament
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

“ Any and all ‘innocent’ adults are given a way of escape with
their families; sometimes all given a way to avoid judgment
via repentance or leaving a particular region. It should also
be noted that expulsion from a land was the most common
judgment, not extermination.

This pattern goes all the way back to the ejection of Adam
and Eve from the Garden of Eden: “So He drove out the
man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way,
to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).
Someone is almost always saved (redeemed) from the euvil
culture.

Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)




Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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