Comparative Religion

Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 8

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In‘this part, I will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is fullfefikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
Here, | will discuss three more of their false claims
about violence in the Old Testament as
commanded by God of the Old Testament. | will
address all these claims with its right
understanding; as the Lord of Glory commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 4:

Charges of genocide are very common among the critics of
God with Israel's charge of what to do with existing people in
the Promised Land being called out as an example:
“When The Lord your God brings you into the land which
you go to possess, and has cast out many nations before
you, the Hittites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and
the Canaanites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the
Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than you,
and when The Lord your God delivers them over to you,
you shall conguer them and utterly destroy them. You
shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to
them” (Deuteronomy 7:1-2)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 4 (cont’d):

To the skeptic, it seems plain that God is ordering the deaths
of innocent people whose only crime is living in the land that
He wants Israel to possess. This is reiterated several chapters
later in the same Old Testament book:

“But of the cities of these peoples which The Lord your

God gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing
that breathes remain alive, but you shall utterly destroy

them: the Hittite and the Amorite and the Canaanite and
the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, just as The
Lord your God has commanded you”
(Deuteronomy 20:16-17)
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Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 4 (cont’d):

Critics also point to the overthrow of Jericho and
the violent nature of how it was carried out:
“And they (Israel) utterly destroyed all that was in

the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox

and sheep and donkey, with the edge of the
sword” (Joshua 6:21)
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 4 (cont’d):

Why, the critic asks, did the children and even animals
have to be killed in the Jericho campaigns?
Certainly such treatment appears extreme and ruthless,
doesn'’t it?

Critics even, with all sadness, describe God as a mass
murderer.

Why don’t they, even for once, open their heart and
mind to understand what these incidences are all
about?

And why don’t they; as “civilized” nations, look at what
they did in the last many years to Japan (Hiroshima),
Iraq, Syria, Vietham, etc., just to name a few.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 4:

Now, let’s talk about the Destruction of Jericho. Critics of
God'’s actions in the Old Testament specifically cite the
following verse as a perfect example of ‘overkill’ in how

God dealt with Israel’s enemies:

“And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city,

both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep
and donkey, with the edge of the sword”

(Joshua 6:21)

How, they ask, could God approve the death of men,
women, children and even animals?

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 4 (cont’d):

The answer to that question and the overall
justification for the destruction of Jericho
becomes more clear when one does a little
research on the Canaanites who populated the
city. Canaan (as discussed earlier in Part 6,
Principle 4), was a descendant of Ham:

“The sons of Ham were Cush, Mizraim, Put,
and Canaan” (Genesis 10:6)

Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 4 (cont’d):

He was cursed by Noah for his sinful acts and
his descendants became an incredibly sinful
people who practiced extreme cruelty, incest,
idolatry, bestiality, homosexuality, cultic
prostitution, and child sacrifice (by throwing their
own children into altars of fire):

“Then he [Noah] said: Cursed be Canaan; a
servant of servants He shall be to his
brethren” (Genesis 9:25)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 4 (cont’d):

The evil life and wicked deeds of the Canaanites at
that time was unimaginable to the extent that God
warned Israel to not mimic Canaan’s ways:

“When you come into the land which The Lord your
God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the
abominations of those nations. There shall not be

found among you anyone who makes his son or his
daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices

witchcratft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets
omens, or a sorcerer” (Deuteronomy 18:9-10)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 4 (cont’d):

The only ones saved were Rahab and her household, which helped
Israel in the attack on Jericho. This is an interesting point in that
Rahab acknowledged Israel’s victories and the blessings of God upon
the nation; as she said to the men:

“I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has
fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted
because of you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water
of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you
did to the two kings of the Amorites who were on the other side of the
Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. And as soon as
we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain

any more courage in anyone because of you, for the Lord your God,
He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath” (Joshua 2:9-11)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 4 (cont’d):

You see, she knew of Israel’s fame and all Jericho
heard it as well “For we have heard how the Lord...

And as soon as we heard these things”.

Therefore, they could have easily escaped their
destruction. However, they stubbornly chose to remain
and fight against Israel instead and against God; as
people in ISIS, El-Qaeda, Muslim Brotherhood, etc.,
still do.

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 5:

Critics also point to the seemingly merciless nature of
God'’s similar forms of extermination as decried in
God’s command to Saul in the Old Testament to wipe
out the people of Amalek:

“‘Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all
that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both

man and woman, infant and nursing child, ox and
sheep, camel and donkey” (1 Samuel 15:3)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

Reply 5:

Now, the First Book of Samuel explains the account of God’s
orders for Saul to destroy the people of Amalek. The
Amalekites were descended from Amalek (whose name
means ‘plunderer’), who was the son of Eliphaz and grandson
of Esau. They were a wicked and warlike people and were the
first to oppose Israel after her liberation from Egypt.

“‘Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim”
(Exodus 17:8)
As descendants of Esau, they were definitely aware of God’s
promises to Jacob, but rather than honor God’s choice of
Israel, they instead elected to be their enemy.

Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

The Amalekites were particularly cowardly in their attacks on Israel
and would deliberately murder the weak and elderly who
sometimes lagged behind the core group of Israelites who were
making their way to the land promised them by God:

‘Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were
coming out of Egypt, how he met you on the way and attacked
your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were
tired and weary; and he did not fear God. Therefore it shall be,
when The Lord your God has given you rest from your enemies all
around, in the land which The Lord your God is giving you to
possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance
of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget”
(Deuteronomy 25:17-19)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

The Book of Judges records that they consistently allied
themselves with other nations to commit genocide against
Israel.

“So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come
up; also Amalekites and the people of the East would come up
against them. 7hen they would encamp against them and
destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no
sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey. For
they would come up with their livestock and their tents,
coming in as numerous as locusts, both they and their camels
were without number; and they would enter the land to
destroy it’ (Judges 6:3-5)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
1(Aas) 5 80

A aal pa alles dillady GlS S BLARY jda W 7 g
gl A8 ) Al g agadil ga ) sagn g Crladl ) | 1R

@ ial) gy Aillaall g ¢ sailital) ey S ¢ puad £ 35 135"
diaa M) ga V) A8 (0giliy g agule el3hg agale gy
Y3\ﬁ¥3l.u9Y3ohai\u33du\ﬂ‘iu3$ﬁ‘ijoﬁui\
NS ¢ 5ty agebd g agdd gar (gt | 5318 ag N ) jses
"W g ds A1 oY) I laa g aae aglland g agd Gud g 5SSl A

(5 - 3 :6 sLad)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

Amazingly, God chose not to destroy the Amalekites
until some 400 years had elapsed from their first sinful
acts against His people. Such an incredibly long
period of time shows the patience of God and dispels
any notion that God is quick-tempered and rushes to
judgment against those who are sinning before Him.

Scripture also contains God’s warnings to the Kenites,
who were a people living among the Amalekites, to
depart so they would not be caught up in the coming
judgment:

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

“Then Saul said to the Kenites, ‘Go, depart, get down
from among the Amalekites, lest | destroy you with
them. For you showed kindness to all the children of
Israel when they came up out of Egypt.’ So the
Kenites departed from among the Amalekites”

(1 Samuel 15:6)

Such a warning had to have also been heard by the
Amalekites, and it is reasonable to assume they could
have fled the land as well, but they chose not to.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

Although God commanded Saul to completely destroy the
Amalekites, he disobeyed and did not completely do as he
was told:

“‘But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of
the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that
was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But
everything despised and worthless, that they utterly
destroyed” (1 Samuel 15:9)

Some were allowed to live, an outcome that ultimately
resulted in another attempt of genocide upon Israel.



Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):

The Book of Esther records that a man named
Haman--who was of Amalek descent--tried to have
all the Jews killed in the land of Persia, but he was
ultimately stopped by Queen Esther herself.

“‘Because Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagqite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted
against the Jews to annihilate them, and had cast Pur
(that [is,] the lot), to consume them and destroy them”™
(Esther 9:24)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 5 (cont’d):
And yet, unfortunately, Scripture records that Israel failed to
remove Canaan fully from the land given to her by God and
suffered the consequences of their disobedience:

They did not destroy the peoples, concerning whom The Lord

had commanded them, but they mingled with the Gentiles and
learned their works. They served their idols, which became a

snare to them. They even sacrificed their sons and their
daughters to demons, and shed innocent blood, the blood of

their sons and dauhters, whom they sacrificed to the idols of
Canaan; and the land was polluted with blood. Thus they

were defiled by their own works, and played the harlot by their
own deeds” (Psalm 106:34-39)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 6:

In addition to these claims, various Old Testament
personalities--ones who God seemingly approved of and
helped--are targeted by the Bible’s detractors. For example, in
the Book of Judges, the story of Samson is relayed, including
an episode where Samson is about to be married and makes
a bet with thirty men who are to be part of the event. After he
loses the bet and is forced to make good on it (he must
provide thirty sets of clothes to them), Samson goes down to
Ashkelon and kills thirty ‘innocent’ men for their garments:
As will be seen in the following verses, God’s Spirit enables
Samson to carry out this act--how could such a thing be
empowered by a God of mercy and love; asks the critic?

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 6 (cont’d):

“Then Samson said to them, ‘Let me pose a riddle to you. If you
can correctly solve and explain it to me within the seven days of
the feast, then | will give you thirty linen garments and thirty
changes of clothing. But if you cannot explain it to me, then you
shall give me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of
clothing.” And they said to him, ‘Pose your riddle, that we may
hear it. So he said to them: "Out of the eater came something to
eat, And out of the strong came something sweet.” Now for three
days they could not explain the riddle... Then the Spirit of The
Lord came upon him mightily, and he went down to Ashkelon
and killed thirty of their men, took their apparel, and gave the
changes of clothing to those who had explained the riddle. So
his anger was aroused, and he went back up to his father's
house” (Judges 14:12-19)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 6:

Now, about Samson and the Sons of Ashkelon? The Bible
critics decry Samson’s murder of 30 men of Ashkelon
descent, which is recorded in Judges 14. However, they
overlook a number of important things.

Eirst, Ashkelon was a city of the Philistines, a people who
persistently oppressed and brutalized Israel. The
Philistines were notorious for their idol worship of the false
gods Dagon, Ashtoreth (the spouse of the false god Baal),
and Baalzebub. The rituals of Ashtoreth typically included
temple prostitution.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 6 (cont’d):

The 30 ‘companions’ of Samson were of Ashkelon descent
and clearly lived up to their reputation for violence and
cruelty. When challenged by Samson’s riddle and bet, they
threatened to murder his flancée and destroy her father’s
home by fire if she did not get Samson to reveal the riddle’s
answer to them (which she did).

The acts that Samson carried out were simply an act of
judgment by God upon the people of Ashkelon and are part
of a larger sweeping story of God using Samson (and
others) as His weapons of justice against a blasphemous
and evil people.
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Who 1s God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 6 (cont’d):

Another simple proof of the cruel and brutal way of the people
of Ashkelon is their burning of innocent people, Samson’s bride
and her father household, after Samson’s revenge:

“When he had set the torches on fire, he let the foxes go
into the standing grain of the Philistines, and burned up
both the shocks and the standing grain, as well as the
vineyards and olive groves. Then the Philistines said, ‘Who
has done this?’ And they answered, ‘Samson, the son-in-
law of the Timnite, because he has taken his wife and given

her to his companion.’ So the Philistines came up and
burned her and her father with fire” (Judges 15: 5-6)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 6 (cont’d):

The stary of Samson ends with his killing thousands of
Philistines by causing the building they were in to collapse.
“Then Samson called to The Lord , saying, ‘O Lord God,
remember me, | pray! Strengthen me, | pray, just this once, O
God, that | may with one blow take vengeance on the
Philistines for my two eyes!” And Samson took hold of the two
middle pillars which supported the temple, and he braced
himself against them, one on his right and the other on his left.
Then Samson said, ‘Let me die with the Philistines!” And he
pushed with all his might, and the temple fell on the lords and
all the people who were in it. So the dead that he killed at his
death were more than he had killed in his life.”
(Judges 16: 28-30)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 6 (cont’d):

Samson was also killed in the act although he
himself was saved by God as evidenced by the
fact that he is recorded in the ‘heroes of faith’
section:

“And what more shall | say? For the time would

fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson

and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the
prophets” (Hebrews 11:32)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

From the above examples, we see a distinct pattern
emerging from the judgments brought by God upon
various peoples:
% God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp
out a cancer.

% The judgments are for public recognition of extreme
sin.

+ Judgment Is preceded by warning and/or long periods
of exposure to the truth and time to repent.

s Remember how parents, teachers, government and
even countries send instructions and/or warning before
applying any type of punishment or rewards.

Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

This is what God did from day one of creation and to the end.
Remember what the Lord said:

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed,
keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has
committed shall be remembered against him; because of the
righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according
to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezekiel 18:21-24)




Remember:
Our Loving God of the Old Testament
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

“ Any and all ‘innocent’ adults are given a way of escape with
their families; sometimes all given a way to avoid judgment
via repentance or leaving a particular region. It should also
be noted that expulsion from a land was the most common
judgment, not extermination.

This pattern goes all the way back to the ejection of Adam

and Eve from the Garden of Eden: “So He drove out the

man; and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden
of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way,

to guard the way to the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24).

% Someone is almost always saved (redeemed) from the evil
culture.




Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)

Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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