Comparative Religion

Didithe Bible ever prophesy about the
coming of any:prophet after the Lord
Jesus Christ?

Part 9

Fr. Jacob Nadian
St. Bishoy Coptic Orthodox Church

Question

In‘this part, I will continue answering the
guestions:

The Old Testament is fullfefikilling of men, women and
children, so why do we condemn other brutal killing of
ISIS, Al Qaida, etc.? Is God of the @ld Testament different
than God/of the New Testament?'Is He God of War or.
Love?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

FALSE CLAIMS
Here, | will discuss more false claims about
violence in the Old Testament as commanded by
God of the Old Testament. | will address all these
claims with its right understanding; as the Lord of
Glory commanded.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 7:

In the book of Numbers, amid instructions about offerings and
Israelite apparel, we read about a man who gathers some
firewood on the Sabbath:

“Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found
a man gathering sticks on the Sabbath day. And those who found
him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all
the congregation. They put him under guard, because it had not
been explained what should be done to him. Then the Lord said to
Moses, ‘The man must surely be put to death; all the congregation
shall stone him with stones outside the camp’. So, as the Lord
commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him outside the
camp and stoned him with stones, and he died”
(Numbers 15:32-36)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
REPLY 7:

Let’s first read what God commanded:
“Work shall be done for six days, but the
seventh day shall be a holy day for you, a
Sabbath of rest to The Lord. Whoever does any
work on it shall be put to death” (Exodus 35:2)
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 7 (cont’d):

So, before we condemn God as a harsh Judge, let’s first read
the verses that precede the account of the Sabbath breaker
mentioned in Numbers 15:32-36 above. As we will see, they

show that the honest/innocent person who violated the
Sabbath unintentionally was forgiven. The lesson is that the
one who had the judgment carried out against him was a

defiant lawbreaker and in open rebellion towards God.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 7 (cont’d):

“If you sin unintentionally, and do not observe all these
commandments which The Lord has spoken to Moses, all that The
Lord has commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day The
Lord gave commandment and onward throughout your generations,

then it will be, if it is unintentionally committed, without the
knowledge of the congregation, that the whole congregation shall
offer one young bull as a burnt offering, as a sweet aroma to The
Lord, with its grain offering and its drink offering, according to the
ordinance, and one kid of the goats as a sin offering. So the priest

shall make atonement for the whole congregation of the children of

Israel, and it shall be forgiven them, for it was unintentional; they
shall bring their offering, an offering made by fire to The Lord, and

their sin offering before The Lord, for their unintended sin”
(Numbers 15: 22-25)




Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 7 (cont’d):

“It shall be forgiven the whole congregation of the children of Israel
and the stranger who dwells among them, because all the people did
it unintentionally. And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall
bring a female goat in its first year as a sin offering. So the priest shall

make atonement for the person who sins unintentionally, when he

sins unintentionally before The Lord, to make atonement for him;

and it shall be forgiven him. You shall have one law for him who sins
unintentionally, for him who is native-born among the children of
Israel and for the stranger who dwells among them. But the person

who does anything presumptuously, whether he is native-born or a
stranger, that one brings reproach on The Lord, and he shall be cut off
from among his people. Because he has despised the word of The
Lord, and has broken His commandment, that person shall be
completely cut off; his quilt shall be upon him” (Numbers 15: 26-31)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 8:
How about killing a stubborn and rebellious son?

“If aman has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not
obey the voice of his father or the voice of his mother, and
who, when they have chastened him, will not heed them, then
his father and his mother shall take hold of him and bring
him out to the elders of his city, to the gate of his city.
And they shall say to the elders of his city, “This son of ours is
stubborn and rebellious; he will not obey our voice; he is a
glutton and a drunkard’. Then all the men of his city shall
stone him to death with stones; so you shall put away the evil

from among you, and all Israel shall hear and fear”
(Deuteronomy 21:18-21)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 8:

* The fifth commandment is very serious for the health and
well being of a community. One of the few practices seen in
all world religions.

» Parents viewed as God’s earthly representatives so
disobedience was actually against God.

» Family not given the right of execution; elders at the gates of
the city, acting as judges, had to confirm and allow .

» God allowed for a ransom to be paid for capital punishment
crimes that did not involve the taking of a human life:

“Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer
who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death”

(Numbers 35:31)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 8:
* Never a record in Scripture of this being carried out.
» Purpose was to instill obedience to God in a theocracy
(government by Divine guidance) that was unique in history:

“So all Israel shall hear and fear, and not again do such
wickedness as this among you” (Deuteronomy 13:11)

“And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act
presumptuously” (Deuteronomy 17:13)

“...so you shall put away the evil from among you, and all
Israel shall hear and fear” (Deuteronomy 21:21)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 9:
How about God ordering the killing of people of Nineveh?

“‘Now the word of The Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying:
Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their

wickedness has come up before Me” (Jonah 1:1-2)

This was summed up by Jonah when he entered the city and said:
“And Jonah began to enter the city on the first day’s walk. Then he cried

out and said, ‘Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown™ (Jonah
3:4)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 9:

Nineveh was populated by the Assyrians (non-Jews); it was the
ancient capital of Assyria.

The Assyrians were incredibly barbaric. When archaelogists
uncovered Nineveh, TV specials had to be filtered because the
evidence of brutality was so great.

As an example, the Assyrians used to slowly impale their victims
by sliding them down sharp poles. They also made handbags
from their victim’s skins.

In a stone pillar, one Assyrian ruler boasted of 'nobles | flayed.'
He reported: ‘Three thousand captives | burned with fire. | left
not one hostage alive. | cut off the hands and feet of some. | cut
off the noses, ears and fingers of others. The eyes of numerous
soldiers | put out. Maidens | burned as a holocaust.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 9:
“I've never seen anything like this mass of tangled bodies
with weapons in the midst of them. The desperation of the
defense is now manifest.” Archaeologist David Stronach of
the University of California at Berkeley, speaking about
what they found at Nineveh.
This was why Jonah did not want to go; he didn’'t want
these people spared.
But God desired their rescue:

“Should | not pity Nineveh, that great city, in which are more
than one hundred and twenty thousand persons who cannot
discern between their right hand and their left -- and much
livestock?” (Jonah 4:11)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 9:
This is why when Jonah Spoke to God, he described Him as gracious,
compassionate, and loving :

“So he [Jonah] prayed to The Lord and said, 'Ah, Lord, was not this
what | said when | was still in my country? Therefore | fled previously to
Tarshish; for | know that You are a gracious and merciful God, slow

to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One who relents from
doing harm” (Jonah 4:2)

Doesn't it prove that He is the same as He is found to be in the New
Testament:

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life”
(John 3:16)

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever”
(Hebrews 13: 8)
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REPLY 9:
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 9:

To see how God of the Old Testament is a merciful God, remember
that Nineveh was first spared by God because they repented at the
preaching of Jonah!

Sadly, Nineveh went back to its evil ways.

God then used the Babylonians and Medes to destroy Nineveh in 612
B.C.

No warning was given this time.

“Though Nineveh of old was like a pool of water, now they flee away.
‘Halt! Halt!” they cry; but no one turns back...She is empty, desolate, and
waste” (Nahum 2:8-10)

“And He will stretch out His hand against the north, destroy Assyria, and

make Nineveh a desolation, as dry as the wilderness”
(Zephaniah 2:13)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?
CLAIM 10:

One of the moest memorable portrayals of God
afflicting an individual is found in the opening chapters
of the book of Job. As the story begins, Job is
described as being:

“Blameless and upright, and one who feared God
and shunned evil” (Job 1:1)

After a few verses detailing Job’s enormous wealth—
which, for ancient readers, would reinforce the
impression that Job was a very righteous man—the
scene shifts to the heavenly realm.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):
There we see an amazing scene:

“The sons of God came to present themselves before The
Lord, and Satan also came among them. And The Lord
said to Satan, ‘From where do you come?’ So Satan
answered The Lord and said, ‘From going to and fro on
the earth, and from walking back and forth on it’. Then
The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered My servant
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless
and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil”
(Job 1:6-8)




Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):

“So Satan answered The Lord and said, ‘Does Job
fear God for nothing? Have You not made a hedge
around him, around his household, and around all
that he has on every side? You have blessed the work
of his hands, and his possessions have increased in
the land. But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all
that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your
face!’”. And The Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he
has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his
person’. So Satan went out from the presence of The
Lord ” (Job 1:9-12)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?
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Who i1s God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):

The minute Satan received the permission from God, he started
a wave of destruction where Job loses everything: his wealth, his
property, his servants, and all of his children:

“‘Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house;. and a
messenger came to Job and said, ‘The oxen were plowing and
the donkeys feeding beside them,. "when the Sabeans raided
them and took them away -- indeed they have killed the servants
with the edge of the sword; and | alone have escaped to tell
you!. While he was still speaking, another also came and said,
‘The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up the sheep and
the servants, and consumed them; and | alone have escaped to
tell you!” (Job 1:13-16)

Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):

“While he was still speaking, another also came and said,
‘The Chaldeans formed three bands, raided the camels
and took them away, yes, and killed the servants with the
edge of the sword; and | alone have escaped to tell you!'.
While he was still speaking, another also came and said,
“Your sons and daughters were eating and drinking wine in
their oldest brother’s house,. and suddenly a great wind
came from across the wilderness and struck the four
corners of the house, and it fell on the young people, and
they are dead; and | alone have escaped to tell you!™
(Job 1:17-19)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):
Why would God do this to His blameless and upright servant?
God adds even more pain to Job; as we once again see how
the heavenly beings present themselves before God:

“The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered My servant
Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and
upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil? And still he

holds fast to his integrity, although you incited Me against
him, to destroy him without cause. So Satan answered The

Lord and said, ‘Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has he will
give for his life. But stretch out Your hand now, and touch his
bone and his flesh, and he will surely curse You to Your face’.

And The Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, he is in your hand,

but spare his life’” (Job 2:3-6)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 10:

Our Loving God, wants us to go back to His holy image and
likeness in perseverance, meekness and humbleness, as He
said:

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and
lowly in_heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew
11:29)

But, what this has to do with Job? Job did have a problem:
“So these three men ceased answering Job, because he was

righteous in his own eyes” (Job 32:1)

So, God who cares about our everlasting joy and eternal
happiness, wanted to remove this sinful pride.
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

CLAIM 10 (cont’d):

But Job is not the only one who suffers at God’s hands in
this story; many others are affected as well. As the text
portrays it, God permits the death of dozens of people “for
no reason’.

All of Job’s children and nearly all of his servants are killed
as a result of God’s conversation with the adversary (Job
1:3, 15, 18-19).

To the skeptics, this portrays God as violent and unjust.
This again causes us to ask: Is God really like that? Does
God treat people in ways that result in physical and
emotional harm? If not, why would God permit it and how
should we interpret it?
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 10 (cont’d):
Our merciful God showed how much He rewards those who
suffer here on earth and in heaven. Let’s look at these rewards:

1. God still defended Job before his friends:

“And so it was, after The Lord had spoken these words to Job,
that The Lord said to Eliphaz the Temanite, "My wrath is aroused
against you and your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me

what is] right, as My servant Job has” (Job 42:7)
2. God compensated Job double of all his losses:

“And The Lord restored Job's losses when he prayed for his
friends. Indeed The Lord gave Job twice as much as he had
before” (Job 42:10)

3. God gave Job same number of children:

“He also had seven sons and three daughters” (Job 42:13)
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Who Is God of the Old Testament?

REPLY 10 (cont’d):

But, wait a minute! God said that He rewarded Job double of all of what he
lost and God kept His promise; as it says in the first and last chapters:
“Also, his possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels,
five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large
household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East”
(Job 1:3)

“Now The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning; for he
had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thousand yoke of
oxen, and one thousand female donkeys” (Job 42:12)

But how about the servants and the children? For example, why didn’t God
give Job 20 children? Here is the answer:
‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is

not the God of the dead, but of the living” (Matthew 22:32)
So, when Job and his new 10 children go to heaven, Job will have 20 children

in heaven. Same for servants, new and those who lost their life on earth will
be all together in heaven with God, our God of the living.
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Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

From the above examples, we see a distinct pattern
emerging from the judgments brought by God upon
various peoples:
% God declares an annihilation form of judgment to stamp
out a cancer.

¢ The judgments are for public recognition of extreme
sin.

s Judgment is preceded by warning and/or long periods
of exposure to the truth and time to repent.

+ Remember how parents, teachers, government and
even countries send instructions and/or warning before
applying any type of punishment or rewards.




Remember:

Our Loving God of the Old Testament

This is what God did from day one of creation and to the end.
Remember what the Lord said:

“But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed,
keeps all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely
live; he shall not die. None of the transgressions which he has
committed shall be remembered against him; because of the
righteousness which he has done, he shall live. Do | have any pleasure
at all that the wicked should die?’ says the Lord God, ‘and not that he
should turn from his ways and live? But when a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and does according
to all the abominations that the wicked man does, shall he live? All the
righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; because of
the unfaithfulness of which he is guilty and the sin which he has
committed, because of them he shall die” (Ezekiel 18:21-24)

Remember:
Our Loving God of the Old Testament
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Remember:

“Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive
many” (Matthew 24: 11)

“Faor false christs and false prophets will rise and
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect” (Matthew 24: 24)

“For false christs and false prophets will rise and
show signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even
the elect” (Mark 13: 22)

“But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who
will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying The Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction” (2 Peter 2: 1)

Remember:

The truth is: God warned us from false prophets
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