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Faith and Selfish Desires
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Quarrels in the church are yet another example
of a breakdown of faith and works.
Our desires and passions bring disruption in the
body of Christ
These passions are divisive, self-centered, of
this world, energized by Satan, and therefore at
enmity with God.
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These quarrels in the church can easily cause:
1. Loss of peace within ourselves: 1-3
2. Loss of peace with God: 4 -10
3. Loss of peace with people: 11-13
4. Losing all Godly gifts: 14-17
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- Therefore, St. James warns in this chapter of
criticizing others: 11-12.
- Mocking criticism of others is a sign of pride. It
IS a lack of faith united with evil works, an
offense both to the person criticized and to God.
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- Always present the will of God, for you don't
know what will happen tomorrow: 13-14.

- It is a sin to know how to do good and yet not do
it: 17.
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“Where do wars and fights come from among you?
Do they not come from your desires for pleasure
that war in your members” [1]
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“You lust and do not have. You murder and
covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet
you do not have because you do not ask” [2]
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“You ask and do not receive, because you ask
amiss, that you may spend it on your
pleasures” [3]
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“Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know
that friendship with the world is enmity with
God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of
the world makes himself an enemy of God” [4]
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“Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain:
The Spirit who dwells in us yearns jealously” [5]
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“But He gives more grace. Therefore, He says: God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble” [6]
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“Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil and he will
flee from you” [7]
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“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded” [8]
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“Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be

turned to mourning and your joy to gloom” [9]
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“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and
He will lift you up” [10]
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“‘Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who
speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks
evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the
law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge” [11]
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“There is one Lawgiver, who is able to save and
to destroy. Who are you to judge another?”
[12]
Ga b il (e cdllgy g aliy G SN (ugalill aualg gb 2a) 5"
[12] "d & Cpa
Al g oy gf oy oY gl ga T e Ao Gl o 1) i o
(4 :14 dzay)) "l o) LB & Y Sl

O B g daa ) g caad) g (i galil) aal g s gl Gl ea Al
A8a ) aludd AV e b @l Gl oo ol a8 g paldy
8 eéluds alli g A gl) g Adae g

Chapter 4
Faith and Selfish Desires
Ly Llae JS Laads cila guadl) g cilaludly) 4

e Ui e A8EaT UK ja) ade ga cilida WL LilLES) 5 < pgedill Uiyl dad)
U G ghiny ) Uik 5 13¢d clgd Lpaals g cula )
“Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go
to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and
sell, and make a profit;’ whereas you do not know what
will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a
vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes
away” [13-14]
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“Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall
live and do this or that.” But now you boast in your
arrogance. All such boasting is evil” [15-16]
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“Therefore, to him who knows to do good and
does not do it, to him it is sin” [17]
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