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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Let’s get started by talking about the way the three young men in the Book of
Daniel were thrown in the fiery furnace. The Bible describes what the king
Nebuchadnezzar ordered:
“Then these men were bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and
their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace”
(Daniel 3:21)

As you see, these young men were fully covered with garments of their home
country, as they were children of the Tribe of Judah. Also keep in mind that
they were living In the king’s palace having all opportunities to dress, eat what
was slain for idols, drink wine and live a worldly life. Instead; they did the
following:
“Purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the
king’s delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank” (Daniel 1:8)

Do you see the family and home effect in teaching their children the love of
God and the respect and honor of their bodies.

dual) da) S g < jial)

i) S L Sallat) cildla Cpa agoadi] ¢ g0 o 13lal Suidal) 128 IS fiLal
O (8 Ul Y A g i gal) g Aaay At dn | sES (i) IS €130 Janiy
Agaa ] 3 i) ) 68 Y J3lal SCAIATY g ABetl) 12 IS J3LaD Saglia uall
O BAD 98 La S ha Uy Jo o ol ()t il (o Ad Gl o 14, 54
TLgai 3 (A B i) L) il U plaT (8 (3 i (i

Lol 7 gl Ja A B 58 ) o) fialy Ula gl Ly Y gl sAilaY) gl
) gaad) g 2 g (0 g8L (S (5 sl il aBl) (8 Sl any (S g g
Alail gh agalde B g an 58 55 S S5 Aslie Ciga ) ) ol (A gl A i)

A JS ks Al GlS o) a8 Sn A 77 g9 Al JS aST) ¢ galas Ll
(17 - 16 :3 usiings 1) " o8 alil oA Gutia i) JSb Y ol oAb




I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Why all this suffering? Why do they deprive themselves from pleasures of the
world? All people do the same! All people reveal their bodies to dress
according to the latest fashion! There is nothing wrong in dressing like all
people; even if we show off our bodies! Why this complexity and retardation?
Why don’t you leave people alone to eat, dress, drink, dance and do what they
want? Why would that affect other people or make God unhappy? What would
my inappropriate dress do if compared to:my many other sins? It is nothing...

Let’s answer ALL these questions very slowly, but surely.

First, God commanded us to honor our body because it is'the temple of the
Holy Spirit. Shortly, I will tell you about saintly women who were covering
their bodies during torture and bleeding while being tormented by wild beasts.
They were following the teaching of God that says:
“Do you not know: that you are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God
dwells in you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For
the temple of God'is holy, which temple you are” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

Second, revealing our body is a sin of adultery by the one who reveals the body and
the one who lustfully:looks at the body and its punishment is eternal file; as it is
written
“Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do
not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,
nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor

extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God... Do you not know that your bodies
are members of Christ? Shall | then take the members of Christ and make them

members of a harlot? Certainly not! ... Or do you not know that your body is the

temple of the Holy: Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify:God in your body and

in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 3:16-17)
“But the cowardly; unbelieving, abominable, murderers, adulterers, sorcerers,

idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8)

“But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already:
committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28)
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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

St. Perpetua

% Perpetua was a young woman of noble birth. She was twenty-two, a wife, a
mother. of a young son. In the city of Carthage in North Africa on March 7 of
the year 203 she was put to death for her religious convictions.

s Perpetua was one of five Christians condemned to death in the arena. One of
her. companions, Felicitas, was a slave and eight months pregnant. Two days
before her execution she gave birth to'a daughter. Pepetua’s father was a
pagan and came often to the prison (many: times with Perpetua’s son in his
arms) to plead with his daughter to renounce her religion and save her life -
to no avail.

% On March 7 Perpetua and her four companions were led to the arena where
the crowd demanded they be scourged. Then a boar, a bear and a leopard
were loosened upon the men while the women were attacked by a wild bull.

++ Perpetua was tossed and gored by a bull; but despite cruel mangling yet

survived. At the time she was tossed up in the air and to the ground, she used

to cover her bleeding body with her torn cloth.
% Perpetua was severely wounded and then put to the sword.
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

Third: Covering our body will save us from eternal punishment
Offenses and stumbling mean causing someone to fall in sin. The
person who causes others to fall in sin is subject to eternal
punishment. Causing others to fall in sin is more serious than our
personal sins due to our human weaknesses; which are either
hidden or only hurting myself. Therefore, we must avoid offenses
whether they come upon us or we commit them ourselves.

People who cause others to sin are subject to double the
punishment because they will be punished for their own sins and
carry on their head the blood of the persons whom they stumbled.
They will be led away with the sinners; as it is written:
“As for such as turn aside to their crooked ways (offenses and
stumbling), The Lord shall lead them away with the workers of
iniquity” (Psalm 125: 5)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

The Lord Jesus Christ placed those who offend; meaning who cause

others to sin; out of His kingdom and will be cast into the furnace of fire:

“Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at
the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they

will gather out of His kingdom (1) all things that offend, and (2) those

who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire.
There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 13:40-42)

Notice how God listed those who offend before those who practice

lawlessness; so you can estimate the size of their punishment in the

furnace of fire. Imagine now how much would it be to cause those who

are simple in heart and spirit to stumble and sin.

“But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it

would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he
were drowned in the depth of the sea” (Matthew 18:6)
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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Forth: The Lord emphasizes the fact that offenses must come, but punishment
awaits those who cause others to sin for they will be cast in everlasting fire.
God stresses this difficult decision by saying that they will be cast into hell fire:
“But whoever causes one ofithese little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would
be better far him if a millstone were hung around his neck, and he were
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe to the world because of offenses! For
offenses must come, but woe to that man by whom the offense comes. If your
hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you. It is better for you
to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two feet, to
Pe cast into the everlasting fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out
and cast it from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather
than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire” (Matthew 18:6-9)

“Then He said to the : It is impossible that no offenses should come, but wee to
him through whom they do come! It would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were thrown into the sea, than that he should
offend one of these little one” (Luke 17:1-2)
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Fifth: Why don’t you leave people at ease?

+» If you read and.understood what | just said, you would know how much |
love you and how much | care about your eternity.

¢+ Do you prefer the world’s way of dressing and fashion that always requires
revealing your body than protecting your body from vicious looks and
committing adultery, even by the'look ; as | explained earlier?

Would you like to go swimming with almost uncovered body with what they
call it bikini, and it is nothing more than just underwear, with the excuse that
you are with yeur husband? Will that stop others from lusting your body?

% Why do you publish pictures that reveal your body on social media causing
offense to millions of people. Don’t say they are just a few friends. Don’t
forget that they are men who are moved by uncovered body. Imagine if you
have 10 or a 100 friends, and each one of them has 10 or a 100 friends, this
means millions will be watching your uncovered body and will be offended
by it? Are you willing to carry their blood on your head. This is not a sin
resulting from weakness that could be forgiven and forgotten. It is an
everlasting sin where you must repent, before it is too late.
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

¢ Also, do you publish your pictures because you need
attention, admiration, praise, adoration...etc?

% Rest assured that if you find anyone who would like you
today because of your body, he will definitely look for
someone else tomorrow that could be more beautiful in his
eyes, and probably another one the day after...etc.

% But, if you find someone who loves you for what you are,
for your personality, your mind, your soul, your heart, your
love of God, he will love you forever and will never ever
think of others.
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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Sixth: would my dress affect people or upset God in anyway?
The question is: why do you want to resemble people of this world? Why do you
want to. be like them? Are you ashamed of yourself and of your God and just want
to share with people their way. of living and dressing and eating and drinking and
dancing, revealing your body, etc.
If you are ashamed that people may: say. that you are old fashion or dress like
grandma, but you are not worried that God could reject you because you defile His
Holy Temple, please listen to what God will'do;for you on the Last Day:
“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My wards in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the
glory of His Father with the holy angels” (Mark 8:38)
“For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Sen of Man will be
ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy
angels” (Luke 9:26)
So, what to do?
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all
these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke
21:36)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

¢ Now, after all.what | said, would you like me to encourage you to commit
offenses and cause people to stumble under the excuse of being modern and
civilized and must let go because all people dress this way, exposing our
body: to others and dancing and shaking our holy temple before others, using
the excuse of: letting people rejoice.

+¢ Is revealing our body to vicious looks the only way for joy and happiness?
Or is the excuse and encouragement of thase who want to see your body? Or
may be we are the ones who want to show: eff:our body?

+¢ In any case, ifiyou really care about your eternity, remember that you will
give an account of your body and your life. You alone for what you do and
how you dress. You will never be able to make the excuse that every body
does that. You are the one who will stand before God and your. Beok of: Life
will be opened before the whole world. This is what God said:

“|, the Lord, search the heart, | test the mind, Even to give every man according
to his ways, According to the fruit of his doings” (Jeremiah 17:10)

I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

“But we know that the judgment of God is according to truth
against those who practice such things... who will render to
each one according to his deeds” (Romans 2:2-6)

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad”

(2 Corinthians 5:10)

“I will kill'her (Jezebel) children with death, and all the
churches shall'know that | am He who searches the minds and
hearts. And | will give to each one of you according to your
works” (Revelation 2:23)
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I Offenses and Honoring the Body .

Finally, let me tell those who encourage you on committing this offense,
whether that person is a priest, a father, a mother, a brother, a sister, a
husband, a friend at heme or work: Do you lie to God or to yourself or to
the children of God? Get ready to answer God about these commandments:
“Dao not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his
deeds” (Colossians 3:9)

“Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; 2ho put darkness for light,
and light for darkness; 2ho put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter”
(Isaiah 5:20)

“He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the just, both of them
alike are an abomination to The Lord” (Proverbs 17:15)

Please watch for they pretend to be righteous people; as God warned us:
“Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves inte
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works™ (2
Corinthians 11:15)
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l Offenses and Honoring the Body .

So, why all this warning:

“Son of man, | have'made you a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a
word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me: When | say to the wicked,
“You shall surely die,” and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from
his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his
blood I will require at your hand. Yet, ifiyou warn the wicked, and he does not turn
fromihis wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but you have
delivered your soul. Again, when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and
commits iniquity, and | lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did
not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done
shall not be remembered; but his blood | will require at your hand. Nevertheless if you
warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall
surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul’
(Ezekiel 3:17-21, 33: 7-9)

Now, what if you reject me and object to all what | just said:

“He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him -- the
word that I' have spoken will judge him in the last day” (john 12:48)
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Offenses and Honoring the Body

Does that mean we shouldn’t care about our bodies and our dress?

“Do not let your adornment be merely outward -- arranging the hair, wearing
gold, or putting on fine apparel, rather let it be the hidden person of the heart,
with the incorruptible beauty ofa gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious
in the sight of God” (1 Peter 3:3-4)

“Therefore | say:to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what
you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than
food'and the body more than clothing” (Matthew 6:25)

Please trust that the most beautiful dress is the one that covers your holy
temple, your body, and that the real adornment is the beauty of a gentle and
quiet spirit, which'is very precious in the sight of God and people. You will

look like a true gueen because you are the daughter of the true King, who

created you on His image and likeness. With your strong faith, you know that
God created everything so beautifully, and that includes you.




