Where is God’s Protection during Persecution?
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Fr. Jacob Nadian

Important:
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be

counted worthy to escape all these things that will come
to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke
21:36)
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Today’s Question

Why doesn’t God interfere to protect His children during
persecution in its many forms in the twenty first century
like explosion and burning of our churches during
services, killing of young and old and even undressing
women and hitting them in the streets...etc.?
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First: God’s Promises of Protection

“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. | will say
of The Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God,
in Him I will trust. Surely, He shall deliver you from the
snare of the fowler and from the perilous pestilence. He
shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings
you shall take refuge. His truth shall be your shield and
buckler. You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day. Nor of the pestilence
that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays
waste at noonday. A thousand may fall at your side, and
ten thousand at your right hand; but it shall not come
near you. Only with your eyes shall you look, and see
the reward of the wicked. Because you have made The
Lord, who is my refuge, even the Most High, your
dwelling place. No evil shall befall you, nor shall any
plague come near your dwelling. For He shall give His
angels charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. In
their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your
foot against a stone. You shall tread upon the lion and
the cobra, the young lion and the serpent you shall
trample underfoot. Because he has set his love upon Me,
therefore, I will deliver him; I will set him on high,
because he has known My name. He shall call upon Me,
and | will answer him; | will be with him in trouble; |
will deliver him and honor him. With long life, I will
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satisfy him, and show him My salvation. Alleluia”
(Psalm 90 in Agpeya/ 91 in NKJV Bible)

“The Lord is faithful, who will establish you and guard
you from the evil one” (2 Thessalonians 3; 3)
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“The Lord will deliver me from every evil work and
preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory
forever and ever. Amen” (2 Timothy 4: 18)
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Second: God’s Deliverance of His People
“The righteous cry out, and The Lord hears, and delivers
them out of all their troubles” (Psalm 34: 17)
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“The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your
peace... And the Angel of God, who went before the
camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the
pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind
them. So it came between the camp of the Egyptians and
the camp of Israel. Thus, it was a cloud and darkness to
the one, and it gave light by night to the other, so that the
one did not come near the other all that night. Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and The Lord
caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that
night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters
were divided. So the children of Israel went into the
midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a
wall to them on their right hand and on their left”
(Exodus 14: 14 — 22)
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Third: Why God permits tribulation for His people?
1. God will change evil to goodness

“Joseph said to them: Do not be afraid, for am I in the
place of God? But as for you, you meant evil against me;
but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it
is this day, to save many people alive” (Genesis 50: 19-
20)
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2. God wants us to reflect on our life for the sake of our
eternity

“Then you shall call, and The Lord will answer. You
shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here | am,” if you take away
the yoke from your midst, the pointing of the finger, and
speaking wickedness” (Isaiah 58: 9)
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is
cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather
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them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.
If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will

ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you” (John
15:5-7)
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“For the eyes of The Lord are on the righteous, and His
ears are open to their prayers; but the face of The Lord is

against those who do evil” (1 Peter 3: 12)
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3. God will never forsake us during tribulation and
enemy’s attacks:

“These things | have spoken to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but
be of good cheer, | have overcome the world” (John 16:
33)
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“The God of peace will crush Satan under your feet
shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen” (Romans 16: 20)
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“God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted
beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will
also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it” (1 Corinthians 10: 13)
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4. God will give us strength during tribulations and
temptation:

“The Lord is my light and my salvation; Whom shall |
fear? The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall
| be afraid? When the wicked came against me to eat up
my flesh, my enemies and foes, they stumbled and fell”
(Psalm 27: 1-2)
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“But the transgressors shall be destroyed together; the
future of the wicked shall be cut off. But the salvation of
the righteous is from The Lord; He is their strength in
the time of trouble. And The Lord shall help them and
deliver them; He shall deliver them from the wicked,
And save them, because they trust in Him ” (Psalm 37:
38-40)
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“Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life
which The Lord has promised to those who love Him”
(James 1: 12)
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5. How about the death of the righteous and the children
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5.1 God cares so much about our salvation, no matter
how young or old we are. We can witness to God in our
short life on earth and inherit eternal happiness and
everlasting crowns; like St. Abanoub, Anba Wannes, etc.
We should all sing with St. Paul and say;

“For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to
himself. For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we
die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or
die, we are the Lord’s” (Romans 14: 7 — 8)
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5.2 God always has a reason above our imagination for
the departure of His children in the right time to save
them from evil future or shame to a righteous family.
Don’t get puzzled with this statement. Let’s read what
happened with the most honored Layman Ibrahim El-
Gohari, who departed on the 25" of Bashans, 1511 AM
(1795 AD):

“A son was born to them whom they called joseph.
When his son grew up, his father prepared for him a
private home furnished with the best of furniture, and
prepared for his wedding day. But God chose that his
son be with him before his marriage, and Ibrahim was
greatly grieved. He then closed the home, and it
remained closed. The death of his son was the most
shocking event in his life, but his desire to help the
widows, the orphans and the poor intensely increased.
Everyone was so astonished for his endurance, patience,
and his great control over his disappoint. When his wife
resented the will of God, St. Anthony the great appeared
to her in a dream, and comforted her saying, “you must
know that God loved your son, and he took him in his
youth, and he loves his father for a reason, to keep his
name pure, for the popularity of his father might have
caused his son to shame him and ruin his reputation.
This is a reward from God to your husband for his
godliness and his righteousness. Be comforted, and
continue in your good deeds.” St. Anthony also appeared
to Ibrahim El-Gohari, and he comforted him and
strengthened his faith. When his wife rose up, and told
her husband about her dream, he told her that he also
saw the same dream that same night. They surrendered
their will to God, and they changed their mourning
clothes, and put on regular clothes. Their hearts were
filled with comfort, and continued in their good and
charitable deeds.”
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5.3 To assure us the heavenly reward, the Bible says:
“After these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could number, of all nations,
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with
palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud
voice, saying, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” All the angels stood
around the throne and the elders and the four living
creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and
worshiped God, saying: ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and
wisdom, Thanksgiving and honor and power and might,
Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” Then one of the
elders answered, saying to me, ‘Who are these arrayed in
white robes, and where did they come from?’ And I said
to him, ‘Sir, you know.” So he said to me, ‘These are the
ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. Therefore, they are before the throne of God, and
serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits
on the throne will dwell among them. They shall neither
hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not
strike them, nor any heat; for the Lamb who is in the
midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to
living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes’” (Revelation 7: 9-17)
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Fourth: Questions

1. Although Joseph was a child at that time, why God
didn’t save him or send an angel to get him out of the pit
or save him from his Potiphar’s wife, etc.?

“And Reuben said to them, ‘Shed no blood, but cast him
into this pit, which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a
hand on him’ -- that he might deliver him out of their
hands, and bring him back to his father. So it came to
pass, when Joseph had come to his brothers, that they
stripped Joseph of his tunic, the tunic of many colors
that was on him. Then they took him and cast him into a
pit. And the pit was empty; there was no water in it. And
they sat down to eat a meal. Then they lifted their eyes
and looked, and there was a company of Ishmaelites,
coming from Gilead with their camels, bearing spices,
balm, and myrrh, on their way to carry them down to
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Egypt. So Judah said to his brothers: What profit is there
if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come and
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be
upon him, for he is our brother and our flesh™ And his
brothers listened. Then Midianite traders passed by; so
the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the
pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of
silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt... Now the
Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer
of Pharaoh and captain of the guard” (Genesis 37: 22-
36)
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“So it was, when his master heard the words which his
wife spoke to him, saying, ‘Your servant did to me after
this manner,’ that his anger was aroused. Then Joseph’s
master took him and put him into the prison, a place
where the king’s prisoners were confined. And he was
there in the prison” (Genesis 39: 19-20)
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2. Why didn’t God get the three young youth out of fiery
furnace?

“Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound of
the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony
with all kinds of music, and you fall down and worship
the image, which | have made, good! But if you do not
worship, you shall be cast immediately into the midst of
a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will
deliver you from my hands? Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, ‘O
Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this
matter. If that is the case, our God whom we serve is
able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He
will deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it
be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your
gods, nor will we worship the gold image, which you
have set up.” Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and
the expression on his face changed toward Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. He spoke and commanded
that they heat the furnace seven times more than it was
usually heated. And he commanded certain mighty men
of valor who were in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego, and cast them into the
burning fiery furnace. Then these men were bound in
their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning
fiery furnace. Therefore, because the king’s command
was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, the flame
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of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abed-Nego. And these three men,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, fell down bound
into the midst of the burning fiery furnace” (Daniel 3:
15-23)
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3. Why didn’t God get Daniel out of the lion’s den?
“Then these men said, ‘We shall not find any charge
against this Daniel unless we find it against him
concerning the law of his God.” So these governors and
satraps thronged before the king, and said thus to him:
‘King Darius, live forever!” All the governors of the
kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors
and advisors, have consulted together to establish a royal
statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions
any god or man for thirty days, except you, O king, shall
be cast into the den of lions... Now when Daniel knew
that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his
upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem,
he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and
prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his
custom since early days... So the king gave the
command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the
den of lions. But the king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Your
God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you”
(Daniel 6: 5-16)
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4. Why didn’t God save the apostles from killing and
prison?

“Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were
with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they
were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the

apostles and put them in the common prison” (Acts 5:
17-18)
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“Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his
hand to harass some from the church. Then he killed
James the brother of John with the sword. And because
he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to
seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of
Unleavened Bread. So when he had arrested him, he put
him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of
soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the
people after Passover. Peter was therefore kept in prison,
but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
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1. Although God did not send an angel to save Joseph,
God rewarded him abundantly

“The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful
man” (Genesis 39: 2)
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“And Pharaoh said to his servants, ‘Can we find such a
one as this, a man in whom is the Spirit of God?’ Then
Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Inasmuch as God has shown
you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as
you. You shall be over my house, and all my people
shall be ruled according to your word; only in regard to
the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said
to Joseph, ‘See, I have set you over all the land of
Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring off his hand
and put it on Joseph's hand; and he clothed him in
garments of fine linen and put a gold chain around his
neck. And he had him ride in the second chariot which
he had; and they cried out before him, "Bow the knee!"
So he set him over all the land of Egypt. Pharaoh also
said to Joseph, ‘I am Pharaoh, and without your consent
no man may lift his hand or foot in all the land of
Egypt’” (Genesis 41: 38-44)
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2. Although God did not get the three young youth out of
the furnace, He was walking with them and did not let
the fire burn them; as He will not forsake you and will
walk with you in this fiery world to complete your life
mission and witness to His name:

“And they walked about in the midst of the flames,
singing hymns to God and blessing The Lord. Then
Azariah stood and offered this prayer; in the midst of the
fire he opened his mouth and said: Blessed are You, O
Lord, God of our fathers, and worthy of praise; and Your
name is glorified forever... Then King Nebuchadnezzar
was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to
his counselors, ‘Did we not cast three men bound into
the midst of the fire?’ They answered and said to the
king, ‘True, O king.” ‘Look!” he answered, ‘| see four
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are
not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God’” (Daniel 3: 24-92)
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3. Although God did not get Daniel out of the lion’s den,
He did not let the lions touch him; and He will shut the
mouths of those who stand against your faith and your
Christ:
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“My God sent His angel and shut the lions” mouths, so
that they have not hurt me, because | was found innocent
before Him; and also, O king, | have done no wrong
before you” (Daniel 6: 22)
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4. Although God let the apostles enter prison, the angel
of the Lord saved them and told them to go out and
preach God’s name; as he is asking us today:

“But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors and brought them out, and said: Go, stand in the
temple and speak to the people all the words of this life”
(Acts 5: 18 - 19)
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Sixth: What does this mean to us?

God wants to give you peace about those who were
martyred on the earth. He also wants to encourage you
and strengthen you to receive the Kingdom of Heavens;
as these holy martyrs and saints did:

“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good
pleasure to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12: 32)
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“Assuredly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter
it” (Luke 18: 17)
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“But you are those who have continued with Me in My
trials. And | bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My
Father bestowed one upon Me” (Luke 22: 28-29)
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“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren,
as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and
the love of every one of you all abounds toward each
other, so that we ourselves boast of you among the
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that you endure, which is
manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that
you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for
which you also suffer; since it is a righteous thing with
God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and
to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels”
(2 Thessalonians 1: 3-7)
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“And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and
preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory
forever and ever. Amen” (2 Timothy 4: 18)
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“Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom, which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear”
(Hebrews 12: 28)
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“Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the
poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the
kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”
(James 2: 5)
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“For so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 1: 11)
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“I, John, both your brother and companion in the
tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of
God and for the testimony of Jesus Christ” (Revelation
1:9)
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“When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God
and for the testimony which they held. And they cried
with a loud voice, saying, ‘How long, O Lord, holy and
true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who
dwell on the earth?” Then a white robe was given to each

of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a
little while longer, until both the number of their fellow
servants and their brethren, who would be Killed as they
were, was completed” (Revelation 6: 9-11)
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To conclude: You may think that God is asleep and
may not care about us. Well, remember the story of
the boat (your life) in the middle of the turbulent sea
(the world), where God in respect for your free will,
did not act until you went to wake Him up, meaning
to pray and ask for help and He immediately
responded and ceased the wind:

“On the same day, when evening had come, He said to
them, ‘Let us cross over to the other side.” Now when
they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the
boat as He was. And other little boats were also with
Him. And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat

into the boat, so that it was already filling. But He was in

the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and
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said to Him, ‘Teacher, do You not care that we are
perishing?’ Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and
said to the sea, ‘Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased
and there was a great calm. But He said to them, ‘Why
are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?’
And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another,
‘Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey
Him’” (Mark 4: 35-41)
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I leave you with this psalm to assure you that God is
never asleep and that He shall not slumber nor sleep:
“I lifted up my eyes to the mountains, from where my
help shall come. My help shall come from the Lord, who
made the heaven and the earth. He will not let your foot
be moved; and your keeper will not slumber. Behold, He
who keeps Israel shall not slumber nor sleep. The Lord
shall keep you: the Lord shall cast a shelter upon your
right hand. The sun shall not burn you by day, neither
the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve you from
every evil: the Lord shall keep your soul. The Lord shall
keep your coming in and your going out, from this time
and forever. Alleluia” (Psalm 120 in Agpeya / 121 in the
Bible)
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Finally, Many of those who died wish to come back
earth and live for just one hour to have mercy and

compassion on their brethren so they can get some

mercy and compassion over there. How about you?
You are still alive! So, please:
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“Do not be haughty, but fear” (Romans 11: 20)
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