Special Bible Reading About Mercy
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Important:
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be

counted worthy to escape all these things that will
come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man”
(Luke 21:36)
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Question: Why do we always chant the following
during Lent?

“Blessed are those who have mercy...”
taken from the Lord’s saying:

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain
mercy” (Matthew 5: 7)
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Because, we must have mercy on each other for the
following important and serious reasons:
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Eirst, remember the judgment of the unmerciful:
“For judgment is without mercy to the one who has
shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment”
(James 2: 13)
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Second, learn what is mercy:

“But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without
hypocrisy” (James 3: 17)
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Third, understand the value of mercy to God:
“For | desire mercy and not sacrifice, and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings”
(Hosea 6: 6)
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“But go and learn what this means: ‘| desire mercy
and not sacrifice.” For I did not come to call the

righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 9:
13)
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“But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire
mercy and not sacrifice,” you would not have
condemned the guiltless” (Matthew 12: 7)
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“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and
have neglected the weightier matters of the law:
justice and mercy and faith. These you ought to have
done, without leaving the others undone” (Matthew
23: 23)
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Fourth, know the blessings of mercy:

“Many sorrows shall be to the wicked; but he who
trusts in The Lord, mercy shall surround him”
(Psalm 32: 10)
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“But the mercy of The Lord is from everlasting to
everlasting On those who fear Him, and His
righteousness to children’s children” (Psalm 103: 17)
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“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: ‘Yes, I
have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore
with lovingkindness | have drawn you” (Jeremiah
31:3)
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Fifth, what to do to receive the blessings of
mercy:

“Let not mercy and truth forsake you; bind them
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your
heart” (Proverbs 3: 3)
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“He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what
does The Lord require of you but to do justly, to love
mercy, and to walk humbly with your God?” (Micah
6: 8)
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“So you, by the help of your God, return; observe
mercy and justice, and wait on your God
continually” (Hosea 12: 6)
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“Thus says The Lord of hosts: ‘Execute true justice,
show mercy and compassion everyone to his
brother’” (Zechariah 7: 9)

(8ad) pliaB ) gua) (UL 3 glial) oy JUB 2SN
"] e ) JS daa g Ul fglas g
(9 :7 L))

“But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your
most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on
some have compassion, making a distinction; but
others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire,
hating even the garment defiled by the flesh” (Jude
1: 20-23)
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To understand Verse 22 of Jude above, “And on
some have compassion, making a distinction”, let’s
read some of the interpretation of the church fathers:
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Since we have confidence in the love of God,
awaiting eternity, we must not lose hope in the
salvation of others, but “have compassion” on them.
However, this compassion must be in wisdom and
with discernment, “making a distinction” since some
may need leniency while others may need strict
discipline and firmness to repent.

St. Gregory says:

Let there be love, but not looseness. Let there be
firmness, but not severity. Let there be compassion,
as the case may need but without exaggeration in
forgiveness.

St. Ambrose says:

There must be true measures of our words and
teachings, so it will not appear as unnecessary
leniency or harshness.

St. John Climacus says:
He who shepherds the sheep, must not be a lion nor a
goat.
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Finally, Many of those who died wish to
come back earth and live for just one hour
to have mercy and compassion on their
brethren so they may get some mercy and
compassion over there. How about you?
You are still alive! So, please:
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“Do not be haughty, but fear” (Romans 11: 20)
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